


















What was it like to grow up as an immigrant in South Africa?
South Africa was such a polarized nation that even as a
white immigrant you were not necessarily welcome in
that closed Afrikaner-type society. So the first exposure
I had to racism was not really what was happening in
the social fabric of the country but the intolerance that
was directed towards foreigners. The whole social situ-
ation was obviously wrong and needed to change and,
as a journalist, my focus was clear. My career started in
1989 as apartheid was coming to an end, as the politi-
cal violence was escalating to the point of madness. And
it was clear-cut what my role was going to be. 

What is your analysis of the situation today?
South Africa has made huge, huge progress. Absolutely.
It is a better country. People are free. It has its prob-
lems, ranging from HIV to unemployment, but South
Africans are finally in control of their own country and
that’s a good thing. 

Why do you expose yourself to human suffering?
I guess it’s curiosity, wanting to see history unfolding
before your eyes. Maybe it has to do with my personal
experience with independence in Mozambique and the
Portuguese fleeing the colonies for fear of retribution.
And then there’s the simpler stuff: I enjoy doing it. You
spend a lot of time in war zones but you don’t spend all
your time getting shot at. There are days when there is
a certain amount of adrenalin and I get a kick out of
that. For the most part, there is a need to show the world
how complex and how screwed up the human race is. 

You’ve seen strangers and even friends die.
Death compounded by death affects you as a human
being. But, certainly, when somebody you know dies,
somebody you care about, it gives you a whole differ-
ent perspective. You do go through emotional trauma.
What it also does is bring closer to home the realities
of a war zone. The fact that you’re there as a camera,
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Baghdad, August 19, 2003: A U.S. soldier is photographed at the burning United Nations compound after a huge bomb
exploded destroying part of the building. Photo: João Silva for The New York Times.



that you’re there as a non-combatant, does not exclude
you. 

Unfortunately, some friends of yours have killed themselves
as well.
Yes, two to be exact. The most famous case, of course,
is Kevin Carter, who won a Pulitzer prize for a picture
of a young Sudanese child being stalked by a vulture.
People often ask me if the horrors that he saw were the
reason. My answer is always that they were not the sole
reason. There’s always something in the personality that
takes people to those extremes but his experiences cov-
ering conflict certainly pushed him over the edge. The
interesting thing about Kevin’s case is that he took his
life three months after winning the Pulitzer, the most
coveted award in journalism. There lies the irony: get-
ting that award made life more complicated for him. It
compounded the guilt he felt about having survived and
having kind of profiteered from other people’s suffering. 

You’ve worked a lot with the UN. 
My experience has been that UN assistance in places
like Sudan and Angola is invaluable. In Angola, during
the war, you could only travel if you got onto a WFP
[World Food Programme] flight. People were always
hospitable and helpful on the ground. In many situa-
tions, it is very difficult for journalists to work without
that assistance. The UN has always been, in my opin-
ion, a great friend to journalists and when I say the UN
I’m obviously speaking of different agencies under its
umbrella. 

You were in Baghdad when the UN compound was bombed.
At the time, we had no idea where the bombing had
occurred. We were in our [New York Times] bureau
when there was this massive explosion that reverberat-
ed throughout the city and then huge plumes of smoke
streaked the sky. We chased after it. When we arrived
on the scene, it was mass destruction. I got there maybe
10-12 minutes after the explosion and chaos reigned.
Casualties were crawling out of the building, which was
still on fire. The American soldiers that had been guard-
ing the place were kind of disorientated, securing the
area but saying: ‘God, what’s just happened?’ Sadly, it
was the beginning of something bad and it hasn’t
stopped. It just goes to show that in that kind of situa-
tion, even if you’re an NGO, the ICRC [International
Committee of the Red Cross] or whoever, you’re not
exempt. The boundaries have changed so much.

Your book In the Company of God is an account of the
time you spent with Iraq’s Shia Muslims.
The book focuses on faith, politics, sacrifice and war.
The first part of the book talks about the Shiite faith
and how it differs from the Sunni faith. The second part
is about sacrifice, including suicide bombings. The third
part consists entirely of combat images from the last
Shiite uprising in Iraq, when I spent a whole month
embedded with Shiite militias. It was pretty crazy, pret-
ty chaotic. Being on the other side of American fire is
astonishing. There were some very, very dangerous
moments that were captured in the pictures. The final
part of the book is about the democratic process that
started in early 2005 with the elections. 

Your pictures of Malawian prisons have moved many people
around the world.
Surprisingly, the Government gave us all the access we
needed and was totally open about the challenges it faces
in dealing with overcrowded and congested prisons. In
a way, this willingness to show the world the problems
it is facing might be a plea for help to the internation-
al community. The photos you saw were taken during
a two-day visit to Maula Prison. The day begins when
a select group of prisoners is let out to work outside the
compound, to chop wood and get the cooking fires
going. Then, at six o’clock, the rest of the population is
let out into the yards. These prisoners spend an aver-
age of 14 hours every day in a room that contains 100-
150 people. It is so tight that prisoners sleep interlocked.
They are so crammed that they cannot turn over in their
sleep, so each cell has a prisoner whose task it is to wake
everybody up at a certain point in the evening so that
they can all turn over at the same time, to be a little bit
more comfortable and get the circulation going. As you
can expect with that kind of congestion, hygiene is a
problem. People are sick. But as African prisons go, it
is not the worst, not by far. Living conditions are harsh
but prisoners are not being abused. It was amazing to
see. My initial reaction was: ‘This must have been what
the slave ships were like, all those years ago, when they
used to carry human cargo. All those people packed like
sardines.’ 
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In Jamaica last year,
UNODC, UNDP and
UNESCO jointly 
produced High Grade,
a television drama
about the difficulties
faced by teenagers 
who grow up in tough
inner-city communities
where drugs, crime and
HIV are widespread.

The main character, Taj, is hard-
working and conscientious. He is in
his final year of high school and
dreams about going to university
and becoming an engineer. His
mother encourages him to study
hard and get high grades. In his
spare time, Taj volunteers at a local
youth centre.

However, when his mother, who
raised him as a single parent, dies in
a drug-related shooting, he finds it
difficult to cope. He gets involved in
drug dealing, a bad choice that
impacts negatively on his school-
work and his relationship with his
otherwise supportive girlfriend
Taneisha.

Taneisha, who spends some of
her after-school time teaching hair-

dressing, also faces problems since
one of the girls in her class

has been diagnosed
HIV-positive.

The girl is scared that the stigma
will be too much to bear, but
Taneisha and Taj talk to their peers
and explain that HIV cannot be
transmitted through everyday activ-
ities and that they should support
friends who are infected.

In the end, Taj manages to get
out of dealing drugs before it’s too
late. He also gets back on track with
his schoolwork, with help from his
mentor. The final scene is of Taj
receiving a scholarship to study
engineering at university. His dream
has come true through tough 
choices and hard work.

UNODC’s Kemal Kurspahic
says that High Grade captures the
inspiring story of a young man who,
in spite of dismal odds, manages to
improve his life. “The drama high-
lights the importance of positive
influences in young people’s lives
from the community at large: fami-
ly, peers, school, church.” 

The programme has been broad-
cast on a number of television chan-
nels across the Caribbean. Executive

producer Angela Patterson, of the
Creative Production and Training
Centre in Kingston, says the drama
has struck a chord with teenagers.

“Young people in Jamaica are
very difficult to attract,” she says,
“They are so busy doing other
things: playing with video games,
going to parties or just hanging out
on the corner with friends. But High
Grade held their attention. It con-
nected, and that is in itself quite an
achievement.”

After the premiere of High
Grade in Kingston last year, an
expert panel discussion highlighted
the importance of community sup-
port for youth-at-risk. The experts
praised the programme, calling it a
“must-see” for audiences across the
region. 

The United Nations agencies
involved in the production followed
up on its success by putting togeth-
er a brochure with discussion points
for debates to accompany the
drama’s presentation throughout the
Caribbean.
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High Grade for Caribbean youth television drama

In this scene, Taj has just learned of his mother’s death.



UNODC hosted its first-ever 
Global Partnership Forum for the
private sector and international
foundations in Vienna in October
2006. The topic was: “Sharing
responsibility to make the world
safer — Investing in the prevention 
of drug abuse, human trafficking and
HIV/AIDS.”

The one-day event included par-
ticipants from the Chemical
Dependency Centre (UK), the
Deutsche Stiftung Weltbevölkerung
(Germany), the Federation of
Industries of Rio Grande do Sul

(Brazil) and the MTV Europe
Foundation. 

Professor Klaus Leisinger, CEO
of the Novartis Foundation and
Special Adviser to the United
Nations Secretary-General on the
Global Compact, delivered the
keynote address.

At the two panel discussions, 
participants presented different
approaches to drug abuse and 
human trafficking. 

Actress and UNODC Goodwill
Ambassador Julia Ormond intro-
duced the topic of human traffick-

ing, speaking about her experiences
in Ghana, Thailand and India. She
described human trafficking as a
transnational crime, adding: “We 
can only fix it by working transna-
tionally.” Ormond also opened an
exhibition of photographs by
Howard G. Buffett on modern-day
slavery. 

UNODC, as one of the leading
international agencies in fighting
drug abuse, human trafficking and
organized crime, will follow up on
proposals for joint activities with a
number of Forum participants.

Winners of the 2006 United Nations Vienna Civil
Society Awards, which honour grassroots NGOs and
individuals who have made outstanding contributions to
the fight against drugs and crime, received their prizes 
in Vienna on 1 December 2006.

The three winners are committed and compassion-
ate individuals who have often made great personal sac-
rifices to help vulnerable people in their local 
communities. They share a conviction that people, no
matter what their background, can succeed when given 
a chance.

The Civil Society Awards were created by the
Austrian Federal Government, the City of Vienna and
UNODC.

Ana María Marañón, from the city of Cochabamba,
Bolivia, works to protect high-risk street children, par-
ticularly in the 8-12 age group. Her treatment and reha-
bilitation centres have helped countless children 
suffering from severe behavioural problems and addic-
tions.  

“I could give my life for them,” Ana María said. 
“They are as worthy as anyone else; they should study
and get ahead.” 

Muraad Abdulkarim Saad, from Kenya, is a cam-
paigner in the field of drug abuse and HIV/AIDS pre-
vention. Through his Reach Out Centre Trust in
Mombasa, Muraad has provided treatment and preven-
tive services to thousands of people. He is planning to 
set up a centre to help women drug users, sex workers 
and trafficked women.   

“Women cannot rob or steal like men to support
themselves, but they can sell their bodies,” he said. “This
makes them especially vulnerable to taking drugs and
contracting HIV/AIDS.”

Touraya Bouabid is the President of the Association
Marocaine d’Aide aux Enfants en Situation Précaire
(AMESIP), Morocco. AMESIP cares for street children
and children addicted to drugs, some of whom are as
young as 5 or 6 years old. It runs detoxification pro-
grammes and shelters, and helps put children back into
school. The organization also manages a circus school 
for street children.

“The street is the worst school for a child,” Touraya
said. “There is violence, sexual abuse and glue sniffing.
We have to give children back their dignity.”
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2006 United Nations Vienna Civil Society Awards

UNODC Global Partnership Forum

The winners of the 2006 Civil Society Awards with 
Austrian Minister of Justice Karin Gastinger, Executive City
Councillor Rudi Schicker and UNODC’s Kuniko Ozaki.
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