
ECOSOC Resolution 2001/11 
 

Action to promote effective community-based crime 
prevention 
 
 

 The Economic and Social Council, 

 Bearing in mind its resolution 1996/16 of 23 July 1996, in which it 
requested the Secretary-General to continue to promote the use and 
application of United Nations standards and norms in crime prevention 
and criminal justice, 

 Recalling the “Elements of responsible crime prevention: standards 
and norms”, annexed to its resolution 1997/33 of 21 July 1997, in particular 
those elements on community involvement in crime prevention contained 
in paragraphs 14 to 23, 

 Recalling also the revised draft elements of responsible crime 
prevention prepared by the Expert Group Meeting on Elements of 
Responsible Crime Prevention: Addressing Traditional and Emerging 
Crime Problems, held in Buenos Aires from 8 to 10 September 1999, 

 Noting that the revised draft elements of responsible crime 
prevention were annexed to the working paper prepared by the 
Secretariat on effective crime prevention: keeping pace with new 
developments,1 submitted to the Tenth United Nations Congress on the 
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, held in Vienna 
from 10 to 17 April 2000,  

 Acknowledging the need to update and finalize the draft elements 
of responsible crime prevention, 

 Noting the international colloquium of crime prevention experts 
held in Montreal from 3 to 6 October 1999 in preparation for the Tenth 
Congress by the Governments of Canada, France and the Netherlands, 
in collaboration with the International Centre for the Prevention of 
Crime, 

 Noting with appreciation the workshop on community 
involvement in crime prevention, organized during the Tenth Congress 
by the International Centre for the Prevention of Crime,2 

 Aware of the scope for significant reductions in crime and 
victimization through research-based approaches and of the contribution 
that effective crime prevention can make in terms of the safety and 
security of individuals and communities and their property, 

 Desirous that the commitments made in the Vienna Declaration on 
Crime and Justice: Meeting the Challenges of the Twenty-first Century,3 
adopted by the Tenth Congress, in relation to crime prevention, 
especially those made in paragraphs 11, 13, 20, 21, 24 and 25 of the 
Vienna Declaration, be implemented nationally and internationally, 

                                                         
 1  A/CONF.187/7. 
 2  Tenth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of 

Offenders, Vienna, 10-17 April 2000: report prepared by the Secretariat (United 
Nations publication, Sales No. E.00.IV.8), chap. VI, sect. C. 

 3  General Assembly resolution 55/59, annex. 



 Convinced of the need to advance a collaborative agenda for 
action with respect to those commitments made in the Vienna 
Declaration, 

 1. Requests the Secretary-General to convene, subject to the 
availability of extrabudgetary resources, a meeting of experts selected 
on the basis of equitable geographical representation for the purposes of 
further revising the draft elements of responsible crime prevention,4 
with a view to arriving at a version of the draft elements on which the 
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice at its eleventh 
session will be able to reach consensus, and of proposing priority areas 
for international action, including the identification of technical 
assistance issues, to promote effective community-based crime 
prevention; 

 2. Welcomes the offer of the Government of Canada to host the 
meeting of the expert group; 

 3. Requests the expert group, within the context of its meeting, 
to consider the results of the work of the recent United Nations 
meetings on this subject;5 

 4. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report on the 
results of the meeting of the expert group, including its revised version 
of the draft elements of responsible crime prevention and the priority 
areas for international action to promote effective community-based 
crime prevention, to the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice at its eleventh session for its consideration and action. 
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 4  A/CONF.187/7, annex. 
 5  Most of this work is included in the following documents: Vienna Declaration on 

Crime and Justice: Meeting the Challenges of the Twenty-first Century; the results 
of the workshop on community involvement in crime prevention and of 
discussions under agenda item 5, “Effective crime prevention: keeping pace with 
new developments”, at the Tenth Congress; the report from the international 
colloquium of crime prevention experts held by the Governments of Canada, 
France and the Netherlands, in collaboration with the International Centre for the 
Prevention of Crime, from 3 to 6 October 1999, in Montreal, Canada; the most 
recent text of the draft elements contained in the working paper on effective crime 
prevention: keeping pace with new developments (A/CONF.187/7, annex); 
Economic and Social Council resolution 1997/33 on elements of responsible crime 
prevention; and the guidelines for cooperation and technical assistance in the field 
of urban crime prevention adopted by the Council in its resolution 1995/9. 


