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Position Paper of the Government of Armenia 

 
In response to the request of the Government of Azerbaijan (A/CONF.222/G/AZE) extended to 

the UN member states to take effective measures to prevent its natural and legal persons from 

engaging in any activities in the Nagorno-Karabakh the Government of Armenia would like to 

state the following: 

 

First, the international law does not envisage reprisals including economic, cultural and 

humanitarian blockade against any people based on the conflict perception of one member state. 

The UN Security Council has never sanctioned any measure against authorities and population 

of Nagorno-Karabakh and thus efforts to isolate population of Nagorno-Karabakh from 

international community are not legal.  

 

Second, Azerbaijan has never exercised its jurisdiction and sovereignty over Nagorno-Karabakh. 

This fact has been implicitly recognized by Azerbaijan itself who acceded to all major 

international treaties by a reservation that recognized the inability of Azerbaijan to apply them 

in the territory of Nagorno-Karabakh. The sovereignty comes with responsibility and 

relinquishing responsibilities indicates that any claims of Azerbaijan on its sovereignty or 

references of Azerbaijani legislation with regard to Nagorno-Karabakh are futile.  

  

Third, the attempt of Azerbaijan to define criminal all economic, social, cultural and 

humanitarian activities of the people of Nagorno-Karabakh aims at further violating individual 

and collective human rights and thus should be unequivocally condemned. Azerbaijan is not 

entitled to inflict collective punishment on the entire people through impeding their economic, 

cultural and humanitarian contacts with the international community.  

 

Forth, the international instruments such as UN Covenant on Political and Civil Rights and UN  

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights empower people to pursue their economic, 

social and cultural development by the virtue of the right to self-determination.  The UN 

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights by its Article 1.2 establishes that “All 

peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural wealth and resources without 

prejudice to any obligations arising out of international economic co-operation, based upon the 

principle of mutual benefit, and international law. In no case may a people be deprived of its 

own means of subsistence”. 

 

Azerbaijan itself has recognized that the equal rights and self-determination of peoples should 

be among the principles of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict resolution (OSCE Ministerial 

Statement, Athens Ministerial Council, 2009) and thus denying rights to the people of Nagorno-

Karabakh in economic and cultural development is contradictory in this regard.  

 

The international law does not recognize any limitation over human rights of individuals or 

groups based on the status of the territory they are residing on. Article 2 of Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights states “Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth 

in this Declaration, without distinction … No distinction shall be made on the basis of the 

political, jurisdictional or international status of the country or territory to which a person 

belongs”. Thus, people of Nagorno-Karabakh are a part of international community and entitled 

to the same human dignity in pursuing their economic and cultural development.   
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It is regrettable that Azerbaijan rejects the spirit of cooperation and compromise that produced 

“Doha Declaration” by putting forward its conflict perceptions and ungrounded allegations 

against Armenia and people of Nagorno-Karabakh within the framework of 13
th

 United Nation’s 

Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Congress. 

 

The attempts of Azerbaijan to portray Nagorno-Karabakh as a safe haven for transnational 

criminal activities are not based on any factual evidence and bear false propagandistic nature 

particularly in the light of Azerbaijani consistent policy to isolate Nagorno-Karabakh from 

international community. 

 

The openness of Nagorno-Karabakh to international cooperation has been manifested by the 

readiness of its authorities to accept international fact finding missions, none of which has ever 

verified allegations of Azerbaijan.  

 

Armenia values the implementation of “Doha Declaration” and will further encourage 

international cooperation particularly at regional level with involvement of all relevant 

authorities and peoples in line with the discussions that took place under the agenda item 3 

“International cooperation, including at the regional level, to combat transnational organized 

crime” of United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice . 

 


