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CONTEXT OF THE RESEARCH 

• Timeline: 2013-14 

• Location of Research & Researchers:17 NGOs 
from Asia, Europe and Latin America 

• Topic & Methodology: Interview based research 
with trafficked persons who they had assisted to 
get their input on the services they had received 
and to hear their recommendations on desirable 
changes in the services offered by state and non-
state actors. 

• Themes: Access to Justice and  Reintegration 



Global Totals-  

Gender and Age 

Male Female  
12 109 

Age 
Up to 18 40 

18-39 55 
Over 40 11 

Unrecorded 15 
Total 121 



Asia 

Male Female 
0 26 

Age 
Under 18 6 

18-39 9 
Over 40 2 

Unrecorded 9 
Total 26 

Site of exploitation / forced labour  
Sex sector: 9 

Domestic work: 7 
Agriculture:1  

Unrecorded: 9 



Europe 
Male Female  

4 22 

Age 
Up to 18 6 

18-39 15 
Over 40 5 
Total 26 

Sites of exploitation / forced labour  
Sex sector: 15 

Domestic work: 7 
Restaurant sector: 2 

Fishing: 1 
Marriage: 1 



Latin America and the Caribbean 

Male Female  
Transgender. 

women 

8 57 4 

Age 

Under 18 34 

18-39 31 

Over 40 4 

Total 69 

Site of exploitation / forced labour  
Sex sector: 56 

Private household (labour + sexual exploitation 
): 2 

Manufacturing: 2 
Sewing: 2 

Street vendor: 1 
Other labour: 6 



Criminal Justice Process 

Lack of truly informed consent to 
participate in criminal investigation 

 

 Pressure/coercion from authorities 

 

 Inadequacies / poor implementation of 
recovery and reflection periods 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“They have told us that 
without a statement there 
is no visa.” 
Colombian woman  
 
 

“I did not have time to 
think, the decision was 
taken very fast.” 
Eastern European woman trafficked as 
a child 
 

Seeing traffickers brought to justice, and the hope that comes with this-that 
they cannot hurt anyone else-can play a key role in  the recovery process. 
However,  participation in criminal investigations can be deeply 
disempowering when rights were not protected. 
 



Criminal Justice Process 

Pre- trial process 

 Multiple statements: 

 Stressful and re-traumatizing  

 Impact ability to recall events 
 

 Lack of information / process complicated 
and confusing  

 

 Witness protection procedures 
 Restrictions on freedom of movement/ 

contact  

 Limitations: family members in origin 
threatened and harmed.  

 

 Frustration with length of proceedings  
 

 
 
 

“Sometimes me myself I 
didn’t know anymore 
what happens next cause 
so many times repeat.” 
Thai woman interviewed by police in 
Western Europe 
 
 

“When I was in the 
protection system I did not 
receive any information 
during those two years, 
until the moment I 
desisted. It is then that I 
get news from my case 
again.” 
Woman in Northern Peru 



Criminal Justice Process 

During the trial 

 Benefits of alternatives to direct testimony. 

 Intimidation from defense lawyers  

 

 

Outcomes  

 Disappointment with failed cases 

 People wanted longer custodial terms, 
better execution of verdicts.  

 Who is getting prosecuted?  

 

 

 

 

 

“My experience in the 
court was afraid, because 
it was the first time for 
me.” 
Central Javanese woman trafficked as  
a child 
 

 

“The owner is free, but 
the people who served at 
the bar and the person 
who trafficked me are in 
jail serving a 12 year- 
sentence, which I do not 
consider to be enough.” 
Woman in  Northern Peru 



Stigma and Discrimination 

Government officials 

 Failures to identify persons as trafficked  

 Further rights violations  

 

 

 

 

“They made me get out of 
my clothes, to see if I have 
something on me. Too 
much control for nothing.”   
Eastern European woman detained in 
Western Europe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants, as migrants, foreigners and sex workers faced discrimination and 
harassment from front-line officials - embassy personnel, domestic police, 
immigration officials.  

In communities, much blame and stigmatisation was associated with having 
been trafficked or assumed to have been trafficked into the sex sectorbut was 
also associated with ‘failed migration’.  



Privacy 

Security concerns 

 Retribution 

 Security of family  

 The role of state actors 

 False promises by state officials 
about victim/witness confidentiality  

 Breaches in right to privacy by the 
media  

 

 

 

“During the investigations in 
(place name) the police 
recorded me giving my 
deposition in the shelter.  That 
information was sold to third 
parties (the press).  My 
mother's complete name and 
mine had been published in 
the media and all that had 
happened.” 
Girl assisted in Peru 

Issues around the right to privacy were presented in a number of different 
ways. Some of these concerned breaches in individual’s privacy and the steps 
taken to avoid this. While others focused on people’s desire to let their story 
be known through the media and the necessary precautions to take in 
ensuring their safety in doing so.  



What was most important to you?  

Safety   

 

 

 

 

Emotional 
support Health 

Family Studies 
This never 
happens again 

Visa 

Work 
permit Economic 

independence 

Compensation 
Going home 

Legal 
justice 

Residency 
Telling my story 

Help others 
Someone to 
talk to 

Children 

Control Work 

Roof over 
my head 

A new chance 

New life 

Documents 
Legal 
help 

Freedom 

Medical care 

Personal growth 

Language 
training 

Friends Skills training 

Human connection 



“I have work, support and 

affection.” 


