Draft Statement by H.E. Said Yusuf Halem, Acting Minister of Justice of

Afghanistan at

The 13th United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal

Justice

Doha, 12-19 April 2015

Mr. President,

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the outset, please allow me to express my sincere congratulations to you
on your election as the president of this 13th United Nations Congress on
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice. I am confident that under your able
leadership, this Congress will yield successful outcomes. I would also wish
to congratulate members of the General Committee for their election as
well as to thank the Secretariat for the timely preparation of the documents

and for the excellent arrangements.

Taking this opportunity I would also like to extend my gratitude to the
Government of Qatar for the warm hospitality and excellent preparations

made for this important international gathering.

Our delegation would like to align itself with the statements made during
the opening session by the Group 77 and China and the Asian Group.
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Mr. President,

The Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice provides an
excellent forum for exchange of views and experiences in preventing and
combating various forms of crime at different levels. The theme of this
congress entitled “Integrating Crime prevention and criminal justice into

the wider United Nations agenda to address social and economic challenges
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and to promote the rule of law at the national and international levels, and
public participation” offers a good opportunity for discussing a number of

important aspects of crime prevention and criminal justice.
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We share the view that there is a clear link between various forms of crime
and the socioeconomic development. On the one hand, crime in its various
forms and manifestations negatively affects the overall development and on
the other hand, poverty and unemployment particularly among youth
create a sense of marginalization that is conducive to exploitation by
criminal networks including drug traffickers, human traffickers, migrant
smugglers and terrorist groups. In light of the fact that rule of law and
sustainable development are strongly interrelated and mutually reinforcing,
we welcome the inclusion of various elements of rule of law and criminal

justice in the sustainable development agenda.
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Mr. President,

Despite our collective efforts at a global level to prevent and combat crime, various forms of
crime continue to threaten our societies. More importantly, the growing link between

translational organized crime, terrorism, narcotics and corruption increasingly undermines

development, stability, governance and rule of law. Given the transnational nature of
most of the crimes including those related to terrorism and narcotics,
international cooperation in criminal matters under a comprehensive

approach is of utmost importance. Additionally, addressing the new and
emerging forms of crimes, including cybercrime, trafficking in cultural property as well as

environment-related crimes require effective international cooperation frameworks.
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Mr, President,

As a prime victim, Afghanistan continues to suffer from the challenges posed by terrorism,
narcotics and various forms of organized crime. As part of the broader justice sector reform, the
Government of Afghanistan has made considerable efforts to improve the institutional and legal
frameworks for crime prevention and criminal justice. Afghanistan is a party to the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime; the United Nations Convention
against Corruption (UNCAGC,, two drug-related conventions of 1971 and 1988 as well as an
increasing number of international counter terrorism instruments. The most recent efforts in the
area of accession to international instruments include the accession to the Protocol to
Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women
and Children in August last year, taking steps forward for accession to the

Protocol Against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air in 2015 as
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well as accession to the Protocol amending the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961

earlier this year.
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The enactment of the new Anti-Money Laundering and Proceeds of Crime

Law as well as the new Law on Combating Financing of Terrorism are two



prominent examples of recent efforts in the area of legislation accompanied by increased

capacity in the Financial Intelligence Unit of Afghanistan . Furthermore, our anti-
corruption efforts under the High Office of Oversight and Anti—corruption
have been increasingly intensified within a comprehensive approach
covering key components of prevention, awareness—raising and law

enforcement.
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Efforts have been also underway to improve the legal framework for
countering trafficking in persons and smuggling of migrants which have
resulted, among others, in the adoption of the Law on Countering
Abduction and Human Trafficking/Smuggling (2008) and the Law on
Elimination of Violence against Women (2009). We believe that more
effective efforts are required at all levels to counter trafficking in persons
and smuggling of migrants as well as to protect the human rights of

smuggled migrants.
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Trafficking in cultural property is another area of major concern for us.
Many of Afghanistan’s historical items were either stolen, trafficked abroad
or destroyed during times of conflict. Our efforts to prevent trafficking of
the country’s cultural heritage include the revision of the Law on the
Protection of Historical and Cultural Properties of Afghanistan and the
formation of a special police force to protect the country’s historical sites.
We believe that continued international cooperation under the relevant
international instruments and guidelines as well as improved cooperation
and coordination between the UNODC, UNESCO, INTERPOL and other
relevant institutions are required to effectively counter trafficking in

cultural property.
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Mr. President,

The Government of Afghanistan has been actively involved in judicial
cooperation at various bilateral, regional and international levels and has
recently signed extradition agreements, under the newly adopted Law on
Extradition, with the Russian Federation, Tajikistan, the United Arab
Emirates, the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of Turkey. These
agreements have already facilitated many cases of asset recovery and
extradition between the parties. The Government of Afghanistan is also in
the process of negotiating and concluding a number of other bilateral

judicial agreements with neighboring and regional countries.

cung.j) Lo
il polw g3 gliad sl $Sar y3 Jwd g 4 Okl Car S
313t g OB b alan T3l 9 0390 et Ml Gt 5 ) ailaze (ag\rgd
Sl ObwSrl chpgy Ogelyld L 2135l L2 anlaidlge (Sliasl 4 alud)

W asluzddlgn pl L Cawl 03900 aSy S5 9 Ol LS"L‘" Sy960 (g Sdoue
ol OE padib g D35l 9 Ll sl il Sulad Jgd S



s b aalsBlge Sl @ 9 S Jl 5 ez Dl oS
.mg@a&u,qwmsuﬁzsq@w@&u

Mr. President,

In the end, let me reiterate that shortage of capacity in the implementation
of international instruments related to crime prevention and criminal
justice remains a major challenge for many countries. The provision of
technical assistance in accordance with specific national needs and priorities
is key to the success of crime prevention and criminal justice programs at
both national and international levels. In this context, while the
Government of Afghanistan is committed to further improving the
institutional and legal frameworks for preventing and combating crime in
its various forms and manifestation, continues to mneed financial and

technical support to its efforts in this important area in the years to come.

Thank you,
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