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In countering corruption, Armenia adheres to a policy of prevention, identification and
elimination of the causes of corruption, the detection and uncovering of corruption-
related offences and the inclusion of civil society in actions to combat what is a
dangerous phenomenon. As a result of that policy, positive developments have been
achieved in a number of areas. In particular, numerous legislative acts relating to the fight
against corruption have been adopted; mechanisms such as the civil service, the
declaration by officials of their property and income, licensing and the State registration
of legal persons have been placed on solid foundations; and specialized State service
entities — the police, the Armed Forces, the tax authorities and the diplomatic service —
continue to be reformed.

The Government of the Republic of Armenia, taking as its point of reference the
provisions of international instruments and domestic legislation relating to the problem of
corruption, has accorded the fight against corruption high priority among its activities. A
national anti-corruption strategy and a programme of measures to implement that strategy
for the period 2009-2012, establishing the State policy of the Republic of Armenia in that
area, together with objectives and expected results, have been prepared and adopted.

In 2010, the State Commission for the Protection of Economic Competition of the
Republic of Armenia (hereinafter referred to as “the Commission”) drew up a package of
draft laws on amendments and additions to the Act on the Protection of Economic
Competition, amendments and additions to the Act on the Organization and Conduct of
Audits in the Republic of Armenia and additions to the Act on the State Registration of
Legal Persons.

The amendments and additions related to the according of new powers to the
Commission, the clearer definition of its functions and the strengthening of the legislative
regulation of competition. They were adopted in accordance with the priorities
established by the Government of the Republic of Armenia under a programme of
measures relating to the activities and priority tasks of the Government for 2009 and
taking into account the need to implement a strategic programme of measures to combat
corruption in the Republic of Armenia. The package of draft laws was prepared in order
to increase the effectiveness of the Commission’s activities; accordingly, the need to



strengthen the effectiveness of implementation of a number of legislative provisions in
accordance with international standards and requirements was also taken into account.

The first State anti-corruption strategy, together with a plan of action for its
implementation, was adopted by the Government of the Republic of Armenia on 6
November 2003 through Decision No. 1522-H. The purpose of the anti-corruption
strategy is to reduce the level of corruption, eliminate the causes of and conditions
contributing to the emergence and spread of corruption and establish a healthy moral
climate in Armenia, thus facilitating the establishment of democratic institutions, civil
society and a State governed by the rule of law, together with free market competition,
economic development and a reduction in the scale of poverty.

The anti-corruption strategy provides for a systematic approach, identifying a series of
high-priority areas and outlining key anti-corruption measures. It also sets out three main
pillars of the fight against corruption:

- Increasing public awareness of the dangers and consequences of corruption
- Preventing corruption
- Upholding the rule of law in order to protect human rights and the lawful interests of the
individual.

The Government of Armenia established its anti-corruption strategy and a programme of
measures to implement that strategy for the period 2009-2012 by Decision No. 1272 of 8
October 2009. The [overall] programme is divided into the periods 2003-2007 and 2009-
2012. Chapter IV of the programme is devoted entirely to anti-corruption policy in public
administration and in certain sectors of the economy.
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