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Pre-class survey 2: How much? 
 
 
This survey is based on experiments described in the following publications: Haidt, Jonathan 
(2012). The Righteous Mind: Why Good People are Divided by Politics and Religion. New York: 
Pantheon Books (see especially Chapter 7); Graham, Jesse, Jonathan Haidt and Brian A. Nosek 
(2009). Liberals and conservatives rely on different sets of moral foundations. Journal of 
Personality and Social Psychology, vol. 96, pp. 1029-1046. 
 
How much would someone have to pay you to perform each of the following actions? Assume 
that you'd be paid secretly and that there would be no social, legal, or other harmful 
consequences to you afterward. Answer by typing a number from 0 to 4 under each action, 
where: 
 
0 = $ 0, I'd do it for free 
1 = $ 100 
2 = $ 10,000 
3 = $ 1,000,000 
4 = I would not do this for any amount of money 
 
 
  

 
Write in 0, 1, 2, 3, or 4 next to each action 
to indicate how much you need to be paid 

to perform each action.  

1a. Stick a pin into your palm.  

1b. Stick a pin into the palm of a child you 
don't know.  
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Write in 0, 1, 2, 3, or 4 next to each action 
to indicate how much you need to be paid 

to perform each action. 

2a. Accept a plasma-screen television that a 
friend of yours wants to give you. You know 
that the friend got the TV a year ago when 
the company that made it sent it to your 

friend, by mistake and at no charge.  

 

2b. Accept a plasma-screen television that a 
friend of yours wants to give you. You know 

that your friend bought the TV a year ago 
from a thief who had stolen it from a 

wealthy family.  

 

3a. Say something critical about your nation 
(which you believe to be true) while calling 

in, anonymously, to a talk-radio show in 
your nation.  

 

3b. Say something critical about your nation 
(which you believe to be true) while calling 
in, anonymously, to a talk-radio show in a 

foreign nation.  
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Write in 0, 1, 2, 3, or 4 next to each action 
to indicate how much you need to be paid 

to perform each action. 

4a. Slap a male friend in the face (with his 
permission) as part of a comedy skit.  

 

4b. Slap your father in the face (with his 
permission) as part of a comedy skit.  

 

5a. Attend a short avant-garde play in 
which the actors act like fools for 30 

minutes, including failing to solve simple 
problems and falling down repeatedly on 

stage.  

 

5b. Attend a short avant-garde play in 
which the actors act like animals for 30 

minutes, including crawling around naked 
and grunting like chimpanzees.  
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