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Detailed assessment :
• East and South-East Asia

Overviews :

• South Asia
• The Pacific Island States

Country reports : 15



Structure of presentation

• Background  

• Emerging concerns and case studies 



Global ATS trends

• Worldwide problem - significant regional differences

• Manufacture: Annual increase.  Currently in 60 countries. 

• Seizures: Continuous increase.  
- Latest available global figures = 52 mt.

• Consumption: More users of synthetic drugs than heroin 
and cocaine, combined.

Source: WDR 2009



What are ATS?
Amphetamines-group substances include amphetamine and 
methamphetamine – in various forms used different ways

Ecstasy-group substances include MDMA and substances containing 
or thought to contain MDMA – in various forms used different ways



ATS – Why do we need to worry?

• High profits – low risks
• Multiple modes of production
• Simplicity of supply chain
• Limited knowledge 
• Difficulty of measurement
• ATS estimation challenges



ATS estimation challenges

· Seizures of precursor chemicals
· Estimated seizure rates
· Estimated end product synthesis

· Seizures of ATS drugs
· Estimated drugs seizure rates

Global ATS 
production 
estimates

· Estimated users globally by drug type
· Amount typically used
· Seizures of ATS drugs

ATS 
Consumption

Global 
Seizures of 

ATS

ATS-related 
chemical 
precursor 
seizures



Outcome 1: manage information 

Outcome 2: analyse and report

Outcome 3: information is used

Global SMART Programme



Phase 1

Scale-up

Brunei 
Cambodia
China
Indonesia
Laos PDR
Malaysia
Myanmar
Philippines
Singapore
Thailand
Viet Nam

SMART Priority 
Regions

SMART Phase 1 
support

Australia

Japan

Rep. of Korea

New Zealand

Thailand

Global SMART Programme



Structure of presentation

• Background  

• Emerging concerns and case studies 



• Market expansions: established to new markets

• Diversification of manufacturing trends

• Impact of internal security – governance 

• Development – infrastructure

Emerging Concerns



GMS Economic Corridors 
Expansion plans 
2008-2015

� Economic liberalization 
and trade facilitation

� Greater volumes
� Containerization
� Trafficking mainly via 

commercial channels

Emerging concernsINFRASTRUCTURE:
• Transportation and economic liberalization in the GMS.



• Market expansions: established to new markets

• Diversification of manufacturing trends

• Impact of internal security – governance

• Development – infrastructure

• Drug-crime-environment linkages

• Health impact – treatment, IDU-HIV risk

• Data limitations

Emerging Concerns



1. THAILAND:
• Largest Meth pill market in region.  

Demand increasing.  
• Wider implications for the Greater 

Mekong Sub-region (GMS).

Case studies



Methamphetamine pills
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1. THAILAND:
• Largest Meth pill market in region. Demand increasing.  
• Wider implications for the Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS).

Case studies



Methamphetamine pills related arrests in Thailand ( 2004 - 2008)
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1. THAILAND:
• Largest Meth pill market in region. Demand increasing.  
• Wider implications for the Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS).

Case studies



Methamphetamine pill seizures in Thailand (2004-200 8)
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1. THAILAND:
• Largest Meth pill market in region. Demand increasing.  
• Wider implications for the Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS).

Case studies
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Increased 
utilization of 
eastern route 
through Lao PDR

1. THAILAND:
• Largest Meth pill market in region. Demand increasing.  
• Wider implications for the Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS).

Source: Global ATS Assessment 2008, UNODC, and SMAR T (East Asia) Workshop, 2009

Case studies

Increase in arrests 
in Cambodia 



2. MYANMAR:
• Increased movement of drugs across 

the border.

Case studies



2. MYANMAR:
• Increased movements of drugs across the border.
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Situation in Myanmar: 
potential push factor 
for illicit drugs and 
relocation of 
manufacturing sites 
across Thai/Myanmar 
border 

Source: Global ATS Assessment 2008, UNODC; SMART (E ast Asia) Workshop, 2009

Case studies



3. EMERGENCE OF NEW MARKETS: 
• Indonesia – established ATS market.
• Malaysia – geographically next door –

following the pattern of Indonesia?

Case studies



Use trend

I = Increase

D = Decrease

� = Not available

Ecstasy
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Crystalline methamphetamine
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Heroin
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Source: BNN, DAINAP

INDONESIA

Case studies3. EMERGENCE OF NEW MARKETS:
• Indonesia – established ATS market.
• Malaysia – geographically next door – following the pattern of 

Indonesia?



INDONESIA

Case studies

Source: BNN, DAINAP

ATS seizures in Indonesia (1996 - 2008)
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3. EMERGENCE OF NEW MARKETS:
• Indonesia – established ATS market.
• Malaysia – geographically next door – following the pattern of 

Indonesia?



INDONESIA

Case studies3. EMERGENCE OF NEW MARKETS:
• Indonesia – established ATS market.
• Malaysia – geographically next door – following the pattern of 

Indonesia?

ATS related arrests in Indonesia (2004 - 2008)
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TREND:
• Very large ATS manufacturing operations from 

2004 onwards
• Very large ATS seizures from 2002 onwards
• ATS ranking low prior to 2008

TREND:
• Very large ATS manufacturing operations from 

2004 onwards
• Very large ATS seizures from 2006 onwards
• ATS ranking low prior to 2008 

Case studies3. EMERGENCE OF NEW MARKETS:
• Indonesia – established ATS market.
• Malaysia – geographically next door – following the pattern of 

Indonesia?



Sabah, Malaysia 2001                   Kulim, Malaysia July 2006

Changing size and sophistication of clandestine ope rations

Case studies3. EMERGENCE OF NEW MARKETS:
• Indonesia – established ATS market.
• Malaysia – geographically next door – following the pattern of 

Indonesia?



Source: Royal Malaysian Police

Seizure of 978 kg crystalline meth in Rompin, Malays ia, May 2009

Case studies3. EMERGENCE OF NEW MARKETS:
• Indonesia – established ATS market.
• Malaysia – geographically next door – following the pattern of 

Indonesia?



4. VIET NAM:
• Potential major market for ATS 

expansion. 

Case studies



• Meth manufacturers seeking new markets

• Close to established manufacturing areas and 
trafficking routes

• Large and increasingly affluent population

• Increased trafficking of crystalline meth

Case studies4. VIET NAM:
• Potential major market for ATS expansion.



Indicators: 

ATS use trend in Viet Nam, 2003 - 2008 

Methamphetamine pills

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

I I I I � I

Ecstasy
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Crystalline methamphetamine
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Source: DAINAP

Case studies4. VIET NAM:
• Potential major market for ATS expansion.



0

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

600,000

700,000

800,000

900,000

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008*

S
ei

zu
re

s 
(p

ill
s)

Indicators: Increasing seizures of methamphetamine 
pills, 2004-2008

Source: DAINAP

Case studies4. VIET NAM:
• Potential major market for ATS expansion.



Indicators: Large seizures

Record high ATS pills seizures: 
2006 to 2008: four times higher

June 2008, Quang Binh
province, 780,000 pills

May 2009, Thanh Hoa province, 
460,000 pills

Increasingly larger seizures and 
increase of crystalline meth 

Source: Global ATS Assessment 2008, UNODC  

Case studies4. VIET NAM:
• Potential major market for ATS expansion.



5. CRYSTALLINE METH: 
• Availability increasing in GMS.  
• Market stronghold established.

Case studies



• Arrests and seizures increase between 2004 and 
2008. 

• Use trend increases for all but one year between 
2004 and 2008.

Source: DAINAP, NACD 

• Use trend reported for the first time in 2008.

• Crystalline meth accounts for 40% of drug-related 
arrests in Cambodia.  

• Seizures every year since 2005.

Case studies5. CRYSTALLINE METH:
• Availability increasing in GMS.
• Market stronghold established.



6. ECSTASY: Indonesia emerging as 
a major supply source for ecstasy in 
the region.

Case studies



• Strategic location – potential source point for 
Indochina or Australia

• Transit country to production centre for crystalline 
meth and ecstasy

• Increasing seizures of ecstasy manufacturing facilities 
in past 2 years (including of MDMA production)

Case studies6.   ECSTASY:
• Indonesia emerging as a major supply source for ecstasy in the 

region.



7. SAFROLE-RICH OILS: Increasing 
seizures, environmental impact.

Case studies



• Major environmental 
impact (both forest 
depletion and 
pollution when 
chemicals destroyed)

• Can be used as 
precursor for ecstasy 
manufacture

• Cambodia: 35 tonnes
of safrole-rich oil 
seized in 2008; same 
trend in first half of 
2009 

Source:  2008 UNODC and Forest Research Institute Malaysia; ADLOMICO Cambodia presentation, Oct 2009; media reports in 2009

Burning of safrole-rich oil in Cambodia

Case studies7.  SAFROLE-RICH OILS:
• Increasing seizures; environmental impact.



Thank you

www �unodc �org �eastasiaandpacific �en�smart �html



Regional Overviews

• East and South-East Asia

• Pacific Island States

• South Asia



East and South-East Asia

• Methamphetamine
• Ecstasy
• Opiates
• Cannabis

Regional Overviews



Use reported: 5 countries

Increasing: 4 (China, 
Myanmar, Thailand and Viet 
Nam)

Stable: 1 (Lao PDR (stable 
after an increasing trend for 
past five years)

Source: DAINAP

Methamphetamine

Methamphetamine pill use trend (2007/2008)

Regional Overviews
East and South-East Asia



Methamphetamine

2008: Total seizures 32 million (approx.) (70% in Th ailand)
2007-2008 – Increasing (26%)
5 year trend – fluctuating

Methamphetamine pill seizures (2004-2008)

Source: DAINAP
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Regional Overviews
East and South-East Asia



Use reported by: 12 countries

Increasing: 6 (China, 
Indonesia, Japan, Singapore, 
Thailand and Viet Nam)

Decreasing: 4 (Australia, 
Malaysia, Philippines Rep. of 
Korea,)

Stable: 2 (Brunei Darussalam, 
New Zealand)

Methamphetamine

Crystalline methamphetamine use trend (2007/2008)

Source: DAINAP

Regional Overviews
East and South-East Asia



Methamphetamine

2008: Total seizures 8.3 metric ton (approx.) (66% in  China)
2007-2008 – Increasing (13.7%)
5 year trend – fluctuating

Crystalline methamphetamine seizures (2004-2008)

Source: DAINAP

Note: Seizures from Australia and New Zealand are not included.
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Methamphetamine

Arrests have increased sharply over past few years
From 2004 to 2008: Numbers have doubled
Total arrests for 2008: 140,293                      

Methamphetamine related arrests (2004-2008)

Source: DAINAP
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Regional Overviews
East and South-East Asia



East and South-East Asia

• Methamphetamine
• Ecstasy
• Opiates
• Cannabis

Regional Overviews



Use reported by: 10 countries

Increasing: 5 (Australia, 
China, Indonesia, New 
Zealand and Viet Nam)

Decreasing: 4 (Malaysia, Rep. 
of Korea, Singapore and 
Thailand)

Stable: 1 (Japan)

Ecstasy

Ecstasy use trend (2007/2008)

Source: DAINAP

Regional Overviews
East and South-East Asia



2008: Total seizures 3 million (2/3 rd in Indonesia and China)

Ecstasy seizures (2004-2008)

Ecstasy

Source: DAINAP

Regional Overviews
East and South-East Asia

Note: Seizures from Australia and New Zealand are n ot included.
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Total arrests in 2008: 3,282
Ecstasy accounts for just over 2% of ATS-related arrests
Indonesia accounts for more than 2/3 rd of the arrests

Ecstasy related arrests (2004-2008)

Ecstasy

Source: DAINAP

Regional Overviews
East and South-East Asia

0

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500

3,000

3,500

4,000

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

A
rr

es
ts

Note: Seizures from Australia and New Zealand are n ot included.



East and South-East Asia

• Methamphetamine
• Ecstasy
• Opiates
• Cannabis

Regional Overviews



East and South-East Asia

• Methamphetamine
• Ecstasy
• Opiates
• Cannabis

Regional Overviews



Opium

Use reported by: 7 countries

Increasing: 1 (Indonesia)

Decreasing: 3 (Lao PDR, 
Myanmar and Viet Nam)

Stable: 3 (China, Singapore 
and Thailand)

Opium use trend (2007/2008)

Opium

Source: DAINAP

Regional Overviews
East and South-East Asia



Opium Seizure (2004 – 2008)

Opium
Regional Overviews

East and South-East Asia

Note: Seizures from Australia and New Zealand are n ot included.
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Heroin

Use reported by: 10 countries

Increasing: 2 (Singapore and 
Viet Nam)

Decreasing: 4 (Indonesia, Lao 
PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar and 
Thailand)

Stable: 4 (Australia, China, 
Japan and New Zealand)

Heroin use trend (2007/2008)

Heroin

Source: DAINAP

Regional Overviews
East and South-East Asia



Heroin Seizure (2004 – 2008)

Heroin
Regional Overviews

East and South-East Asia
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Source: DAINAP



Opiates related arrests (2004 – 2008)

Opiates arrests

Source: DAINAP

Regional Overviews
East and South-East Asia

Note: Seizures from Australia and New Zealand are n ot included.
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East and South-East Asia

• Methamphetamine
• Ecstasy
• Opiates
• Cannabis

Regional Overviews



Cannabis

Use reported by: 13 countries

Increasing: 2 (Brunei 
Darussalam and Thailand)

Decreasing: 8 (Australia, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Japan, 
Rep. of Korea, Philippines, 
Singapore and Viet Nam) 

Stable: 3 (Indonesia, Myanmar 
and New Zealand )

Cannabis use trend (2007/2008)

Cannabis

Source: DAINAP

Regional Overviews
East and South-East Asia
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Cannabis seizures (2004 – 2008)

Cannabis

Source: DAINAP

Regional Overviews
East and South-East Asia

Note: Seizures from Australia and New Zealand are n ot included.



Cannabis related arrests (2004 – 2008)

Cannabis

Source: DAINAP

Regional Overviews
East and South-East Asia

Note: Seizures from Australia and New Zealand are n ot included.
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Regional Overviews

• East and South-East Asia

• Pacific Island States

• South Asia



Pacific Island States

• Vulnerable location: Heavy movement of 
international shipping

• Lack of data collection systems
• Limited knowledge on ATS
• Limited legislation

Regional Overviews



Regional Overviews

• East and South-East Asia

• Pacific Island States

• South Asia



• Main illicit drugs: Cannabis, 
opiates, pharmaceutical 
preparations

• ATS assessment varies per 
country

• Immediate neighbourhood of 
illicit ATS manufacturing areas

• Potential large market 
• Meth seizures happening in 

India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka 
and Nepal

• India: large chemical industry

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on maps do not imply official endorsement 
or acceptance by the United Nations.

South Asia
Regional Overviews
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