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As we prepare for this September’s United Nations Summit on the Millennium
Development Goals, we must recognize the major impediment to development posed by
drug abuse and illicit trafficking. As this year’s theme stresses, it is time to “Think
Health, Not Drugs”.

Drug abuse poses significant health challenges. Injecting drug use is a leading
cause of the spread of HIV. In some parts of the world, heroin use and HIV have reached
epidemic proportions. Drug control — including prevention and measures to reduce the
harmful effects of drug use — is therefore an important part of the battle to combat
HIV/AIDS.

Drugs are a threat to the environment. Coca cultivation destroys vast swathes of
Andean rain forest — the lungs of our planet — as well as national parks. Chemicals used
to make cocaine poison local streams.

The illicit drug trade also undermines governance, institutions and societal
cohesion. Drug traffickers typically seek routes where the rule of law is weak. In turn,
drug-related crime deepens vulnerability to instability and poverty.

To break this vicious circle, it is essential to promote development in drug-
growing regions. Our work to achieve the MDGs and fight drugs must go hand-in-hand.
In seeking to eradicate illicit crops, we must also work to wipe out poverty.

Recent worrying trends — in parts of West Africa and Central America — show
how drug trafficking can threaten the security, and even the sovereignty, of states. That is
why the United Nations is putting a stronger emphasis on enhancing justice and fighting
crime in peace-building and peace-keeping operations.

National governments must also do their part. I urge all states to become parties to
the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime. I also call on
states to live up to their commitments, as Parties to the UN Convention against
Corruption, to strengthen integrity and reduce the corruption that facilitates the drug
trade.

On this International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking, let us
reaffirm our commitment to this shared responsibility within our communities, and
among the family of nations.
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Chuéan bj cho Hoi nghi Thuong dinh Lién hop qubc vé Muc tiéu Thién nién ky s&
t6 chtrc vao thang 9 nam nay, chung ta da phai thira nhan rang lam dung va budn ban ma
ty bat hop phap 1a trd ngai to 16n ddi v6i phat trién. Chi dé tuyén truyén Ngay Quéc té
Phong chong Ma tiy nim nay nhin manh: “Hiy quan tdm téi stc khoe, ding ban tim
dén ma tay”.

Lam dyng ma tay 1a mot thach thirc nghi€ém trong ddi voéi stre khoe. Tiém chich
ma tiy 12 nguyén nhan din dén lay nhiém HIV. Tai mét s6 noi trén thé gidi, ty 1& sir
dung hérdin va lay nhiém HIV d3 gia tang to1 qui mo dich bénh. Do vay, kiém soat ma
tly — bao gdm ca bién phap phong ngira va giai tic hai - 1a mot mit trin quan trong trong
cudc chién phong chdng HIV/AIDS.

Ma thy ciing 1a mdi de doa ddi véi méi truong. Nhidu ving rong lon thude rung
mua nhiét d6i Andean — 14 phéi cua hanh tinh, cing nhu cac rung quoc gia da bi tan pha
nang né boi hoa canh tac loai cay coca. Hoa chat ding dé ché xuit ra cocain di giy 6
nhiém song sudi ¢ nhitng noi nay.

Budn ban ma tiy bat hop phap ciing pha hoai quan tri qudc gia, co ciu thé ché va
cong dong xd hoi. Toi pham ma tiy s& tim dén nhiing tuyén duong c6 hoat dong hanh
phap yéu kém. Con t6i pham lién quan dén ma tiy s& lam xau di tinh hinh an ninh va
tinh trang do6i ngheo.

Dé thoat khoi cai vong ludn quén nay, can ddy manh phat trién tai nhitng khu vuc
¢6 trong cdy ma tiry. Chiing ta can thuc hién song hanh cac Muyc tiéu Thién nién ky ciing
v6i dau tranh phong chéng ma tiy. Dé x6a bd cac loai cdy ma tay, ching ta phai dong
thoi x6a bo doi ngheo.

Nhitng xu huéng dang lo ngai xuét hién gan day - & Tay Phi va Trung My - cho
thiy budn ban ma tiy bat hop phap da de doa an ninh, thdm chi ca chu quyén quoc gia
nhu thé ndo. D6 chinh 13 1y do vi sao Lién hop qudc ngay cang chu trong nhiéu hon ting
cudng cong 1y va du tranh t6i pham trong cac hoat dong xay dung va gin giit hoa binh.



Chinh phu cic qudc gia can hoan thanh bon phan qudc té cia minh. Toi kéu g01
tat ca cac nudc héy tham gia Cong u6c phong chong t6i pham c6 to chirc xuyén qudc gia
cua Lién hop quoc. Toi ciing kéu goi tat ca cac quoc gia tham gia Cong ude phong chong
tham nhiing cua Lién hop qudc git vitng cam két tang cuong liém chinh phong chéng
tham nhiing tiép tay cho toi pham budn ban ma tay béat hop phap.

Nhén Ngay Quéc té Phong chéqg Lam dung va Budn ban Ma ty bt hop phap,
chung ta hdy cung nhau khang dinh quyé€t tam chia s¢ trach nhiém trong cong dong xa hoi
va trong dai gia dinh cac quoc gia trén thé gidi.



