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but it is still experiencing violence, particularly in 
its capital city, Freetown. The recorded homicide 
rate in Freetown increased from 5.7 per 100,000 
in 2007 to 9.3 per 100,000 in 2011; the homicide 
rate also doubled in the north and increased in the 
east (see map 4.3), but official figures indicate that 

the average homicide rate is relatively low at the 
national level. The elevated rate in the capital may, 
of course, indicate more reporting and better 
recording practices, given the greater concentra-
tion of criminal justice services in the city than 
elsewhere. 

As in other developing countries, there is lack of 
data on social and economic conditions, but the 
Sierra Leone Police attribute much of the violence 
to unemployment and poverty, in addition to high 
population density, the number of single parent 
families, and high rates of drug use.44 Many of the 
reasons for violence in Sierra Leone are thus lega-
cies of the previous armed conflict, due to resettle-
ment and issues related to the high levels of 
conflict-related deaths, such as population demo-
graphics and unstable family situations. The vio-
lence today may not be directly linked to the 
conflict, but the interpersonal causes of homicide 
are often rooted in the experiences of conflict. 

The gradual improvement in the crime and secu-
rity situation in Sierra Leone is confirmed by 
country-wide victimization survey data.45 In 2008, 
property and livestock theft were the dominant 
crimes cited by respondents, whereas over 50 per 
cent of the population had experienced assault, 
armed robbery, housebreaking, property, crop or 
livestock theft in the previous year. Despite the 

44 Sierra Leone Police (2011).

45 Chikwanha, A.B. (2008), African Human Security Initiative. 

Fig. 4.7: Rates of selected violent crimes, 
Sierra Leone (2004-2012) 

Source: Sierra Leone Police (2011). 
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Map 4.3: Homicide rate, by sub-national region, Sierra Leone (2007 and 2011)

Note: The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

Source: Sierra Leone Police (2011).
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