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I. Introduction and Background 

 

The launch of the 2011 Small Grants Facility was held on 8 March 2011 at Lancaster 

House in London. The event was co-organized by the United Nations Office on Drugs 

and Crime (UNODC), in its role as the manager of the United Nations Voluntary Trust 

Fund for Victims of Trafficking in Persons (the “Fund”), and the All-Party Parliamentary 

Group (APPG) for Human Trafficking.  

 

II. Synopsis of the Key Note Speakers 

 

 Baroness Butler-Sloss moderated the event, giving some initial comments on the 

importance of combating trafficking in persons, and the necessity of tangible support for 

victims of trafficking.  

 

 Mr. Fedotov discussed the UN Global Plan of Action to Fight Trafficking in 

Persons, of which the Trust Fund is an integral component. The Trust Fund serves as the 

first step in rolling out the Action Plan, with the Small Grants Facility functioning as the 

first initiative of the Trust Fund. Mr. Fedotov recognized the international nature of the 

problem, which is why all parts of society are called upon to act. This includes 

governments, private businesses, individuals and international organizations which must 

work to provide direct and meaningful help to victims of trafficking in persons. Mr. 

Fedotov also reflected on the nature of the UNODC fight to combat human trafficking, 

emphasizing his personal commitment to the issue. 

 

 Mr. Robert Wainwright, the Executive Director of EUROPOL spoke on trafficking 

in persons and victim support from the perspective of the European Law Enforcement. 

Mr. Wainwright first addressed the importance of international cooperation in the work 

of EUROPOL. Because the nature of the crime is global, the response must be global as 

well. Mr. Wainwright noted that though sexual exploitation is common among 

trafficking victims, many are forced into labour, and forced labour is an increasing 

aspect of human trafficking. Mr. Wainwright also addressed the necessity of providing 

support to child victims of trafficking in persons, as they are not only often re-trafficked, 

but because they often provide invaluable information on their traffickers. This 

information can often then be used as evidence in order to obtain convictions against 

human traffickers. 

 

 Ms. Jaee Samant, the Director of Crime for the UK Home Office highlighted the 

importance of support between international actors as vital to a successful counter-

trafficking strategy. Ms. Samant pointed to the UK Human Trafficking Centre (which was 

founded by Nick Kinsella, the Trustee on the Board of the Fund) as an example of the UK 

efforts to defeat human trafficking and the criminal networks financially supported by 

trafficking in persons. 
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 Mr. Nick Kinsella, a Member of the Board of the Trust Fund, and a former head 

of the UK Trafficking Centre, spoke next. Mr. Kinsella sought to explain the criteria and 

guidelines of the Small Grants Facility, emphasizing that the Small Grants Facility was an 

important, but preliminary, step in providing tangible support to victims of trafficking. 

Mr. Kinsella explained the need for victim-support, which often occurs soon after a 

victim has escaped, before that individual has even been legally recognized as a victim. 

During this time, it is imperative to give legal and financial support to the victim to 

prevent re-trafficking. Mr. Kinsella further elaborated that the nature of the Fund was a 

person-to-person fund, allowing everybody from individuals to corporations to 

participate in empowering victims reclaim their lives. 

 

 Mr. Kinsella then explained some of the details of the Small Grants Facility. 

Specifically, Mr. Kinsella listed the two thematic priorities for the Small Grants Facility – 

cross-border and international activities and effective remedies for victims. All proposals 

must address one of these two thematic priorities in order to be considered for a grant. 

Mr. Kinsella then described the characteristics of successful projects, including that they 

be sustainable, efficient, innovative and responsive to the needs of the individuals the 

project seeks to serve. 

 

Ms. Mira Sorvino, an Oscar-winning UN Goodwill Ambassador and Advocate, 

followed Mr. Kinsella with an impassioned plea for action. Ms. Sorvino lamented the de-

humanizing nature of trafficking in persons, and stated that its existence was a 

disgusting and vile comment on today’s society. Ms. Sorvino criticized the dilatory pace 

of progression under the Palermo Protocol, stressing that every day, women, children 

and men continue to be trafficked. Ms. Sorvino demanded action from everybody in the 

room – the media, NGOs, government officials and individuals. She described numerous 

stories she has heard from victims, and heartbreaking reality that victims of trafficking 

face every day. 

 

Suitably following Ms. Sorvino’s discussion of the need for action, a former 

trafficking victim told her story. Going by the pseudonym Miss S, she told how she was 

trafficked into a life of sexual exploitation at the hands of her trafficking victims. She 

was fortunate to escape, but knows that other women still face the same horrors she 

did on a daily basis all over the world. Miss S spoke directly to what victims need, stating 

that what helped her was a safe and supportive environment, with friends, an 

opportunity to obtain education, medical assistance and the empowerment to take her 

life back under her control. 

 

III. Synopsis of the Debate Panel 

 

 During the second half of the event, a panel of experts discussed the best ways 

to ensure that the needs of victims were met. Ms. Maria Grazia Giammarinaro, the 

Special Representative and Coordinator for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings of 

the OSCE spoke first. Ms. Giammarinaro first discussed the larger social dynamics which 
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increases an individual’s vulnerability being trafficked. This usually occurs after 

economic migration, in areas where there is a lack of the rule of law and the individuals 

are deprived of social protection. These factors, combined with biases and stigma 

further augment an individual’s likelihood of being trafficked. What victims need 

following trafficking, is empowerment – the ability to take control over their own lives. 

This is the type of benefits that front-line NGOs provide to victims. By funding NGOs 

who empower victims, victims can take their lives back and become victims no longer. 

 

 Ms. Colleen Brownlee, representing City Hearts, a front-line organization which 

provides direct support to victims, spoke next. Ms. Brownlee spoke concretely on the 

types of services her organization provides to trafficking victims. Ms. Brownlee gave 

examples of assisting trafficking victims act upon their difficult choices, such as whether 

to carry a pregnancy to term, and generally implementing a safe environment. Ms. 

Brownlee also discussed the type of assistance victims needed, such as close friends so 

that they feel comfortable and safe, scholarship programmes so they may pursue 

educational opportunities, interpreters since many are trafficked across borders and 

often do not speak English as well as professional training so that they may have careers. 

 

 Ms. Marion Walsh, the Executive Director of the Anti-Human Trafficking Unit of 

the Department of Justice and Law Reform, Republic of Ireland, spoke specifically and 

persuasively about the innovative and leading approach Ireland takes on human 

trafficking issues. The Republic of Ireland pursues a 4 point action plan, centring on: 

Prevention and Awareness Raising, Prosecution of Traffickers, Protection of Victims and 

Child Trafficking. The Unit provides training both for police and immigration authorities, 

so they may recognize victims of human trafficking. Ireland emphasizes the need of 

immigration authorities and police to work together on trafficking issues, as they are 

closely interrelated. Ireland also focuses on health services, which includes a robust 

health screening for victims of trafficking. In short, Ireland serves as a wonderful 

example to anti-trafficking practitioners worldwide of a comprehensive and thorough 

action plan. 

 

 Ms. Clarissa Azkoul spoke next, giving the perspective of the International 

Organization for Migration, of which she is the Chief of Mission. As an international 

organization working across many borders, Ms. Azkoul spotlighted the important role 

that regional and international cooperation make with respect to human trafficking. 

When facilitating the transfer of an individual back to his or her country of origin, 

organization must vigilantly ensure that the victim is not re-trafficked. This means that 

the needs of the victim must be assessed and understood, as well as the circumstances 

which the victim will be returned to. This type of reintegration support is vital for long-

term rehabilitation and support for victims; without it, individuals are put at risk of 

being re-trafficked. The end-to-end care, from the moment the victim is freed from 

trafficking bonds, until repatriation to the home country, all victims must be cared for 

their needs acknowledged. 
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 Ms. Klara Skrivankova, of Anti-Slavery International and a Member of the Board 

of Trustees of the Fund addressed the need of the Fund to make a difference and 

provide tangible benefits to victims. Ms. Skrivankova recognized that funding 

mechanisms in the past, while using the language of victim support, furnished very little 

to actual victims. Ms. Skrivankova vowed that the Fund would not act in such a manner, 

and was cognizant of prior inadequacies. Ms. Skirvankova explained that the Board of 

Trustees did not want to fund one-off projects. Rather, the goal was to assist innovative 

and sustainable projects, with a proven track record of assisting victims, and who will 

continue to do so in the future. She stressed the import of projects which create 

systems to continually deliver effective assistance to victims. 

 

 Dr. Aleya Hammad, Chair of the Board of the Trust Fund, spoke to similar themes 

as Ms. Skrivankova. Dr. Hammad promised transparency in the spending of the money 

the Board doles out. She promised transparency in how the Board operates. She 

promised accountability for projects which receive funding, to ensure that projects 

spend their money prudently and wisely in accordance with the project’s goals. She 

further promised that the Board will be honest and undeterred to take risks – if a 

project does not work, the Board will admit it. Dr. Hammad additionally focused on the 

integral role the private sector must play in fighting against human trafficking, noting 

that the legitimate private sector has to address trafficking. 

 

 At the conclusion of a brief question and answer session, Baroness Butler-Sloss 

closed the day’s events. The Baroness highlighted the importance of strong leadership 

at the international level, directing the states at the national level in the work that they 

all must pursue to accomplish real results in combating human trafficking. Without 

proper and effective victim support, victims will be unable to regain their self-esteem 

and take control of their own lives. International leadership, focusing resources on the 

front-line organizations and communities which deal directly with victims is the way 

forward. Supporting, reintegrating and providing the basis for future opportunities are 

required in order to ensure that the needs of victims of human trafficking are met. 
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IV. Key Points Arising from the Key Note Speeches and the Debate Panelists 

 

 The speakers at the Launch event came from varied professional backgrounds 

and offered unique insights into the topic of the day – ensuring the needs of victims are 

met. The purpose of this discussion was to be able to provide key points that the Board 

of Trustees can follow when reviewing project proposals for the Small Grants Facility. In 

terms of deciding which projects to fund, the following are the key points which arose 

during the discussion: 

 

1. The project must be sustainable and create systems allowing for long-term victim 

support. 

 

2. The project should be innovative, and projects are encouraged to address areas that 

have been typically overlooked. 

 

3. It is important to focus efforts on supporting victims who return to the situation 

where they were originally trafficked. Underlying social ills are hard to change, but 

preparing a victim for reintegration can help. 

 

4. Language is crucial – often victims end up in countries where they do not speak the 

language and do not know the culture. Providing linguistic support assists victims in 

gaining confidence and comfort, as well as helping them to tell their story for both 

cathartic and evidentiary purposes. 

 

5. Victims need strong, constant support networks, which includes access to legal 

assistance, medical care, psychological care and educational and professional 

opportunities. 

 

6. Organizations that preach empowerment of victims, and focus on identifying victim 

needs and goals are crucial to assisting victims re-take control of their lives. 

 

7. Monetary compensation is an indispensable form of victim support that places 

victims on the solid foundation necessary to begin anew their lives. 

 

8. Relationships with community and local organizations are vital to creating the strong 

working relationships necessary to empower victims. 

 

 


