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Vision A wide range of health and social services for all those whose lives are 
impaired by drug dependence

Mission Working together for universal access to evidence-based, comprehensive 
and ethical drug dependence treatment and care
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Worldwide
TreATneT works with a variety of partners in participating countries worldwide. 

National and regional networks support the implementation of the strategy and include:
• Governments 
• Specialized services for drug dependence treatment and care 
• Primary health care services
• Academic institutions 
• Municipalities 
• Civil society organizations
• United Nations agencies and regional organizations
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TREATNET is closely linked to the UNODC-WHO Joint Programme  
on Drug Dependence Treatment and Care.

TREATNET wishes to thank the following donors for their generous support:
Canada, Spain, Sweden, United States and OFID.

Drug Prevention and Health Branch
Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation Unit
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
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For more information please go to: www.unodc.org/treatnet
or contact: treatnet@unodc.org
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The Facts
The World Drug report (UnODC 2009) estimates the total number of people using 
illicit drugs at upwards of 250 million people—equivalent to about  
4 per cent of the global population aged 15 to 64. Of that number, as many as 38 
million people are drug dependent, but only about 4.9 million of them receive 
evidence-based drug dependence treatment and care.

• Drug dependence is a complex and multifactorial disorder involving individual, cultural, 
biological, social and environmental factors.

• Drug dependence is as much a disorder of the brain as any other neurological or psychiatric 
illness.

• One of the main barriers to treatment and care is the stigma and discrimination associated with 
this treatable health disorder.

• Drug dependence treatment needs a comprehensive, multidisciplinary approach including both 
pharmacological and psychosocial interventions.

• Drug dependence can be treated effectively with low-cost medications and standardized 
psychological therapies.

Commitment
Drug dependence is considered a multifactorial health disorder that often follows the course 
of a relapsing and remitting chronic disease.  In many societies drug dependence is not yet 
recognized as a health problem and a substantial proportion of people suffering from it are 
stigmatized and have no access to treatment and care.  

TREATNET is committed to the following principles for the treatment of drug dependence:

• Availability and accessibility of drug dependence treatment services
• Individual treatment planning: responsiveness to multiple needs
• Evidence-informed drug dependence treatment
• Framework that protects patient rights and dignity
• Cultural and social relevance for different patient groups 
• Coordination between health care and criminal justice systems
• Patient and community involvement
• Sound management of treatment services
• Strategic planning of treatment systems

UNODC has launched a new strategy for the treatment of drug dependence  
to promote and support evidence-based and ethical treatment policies worldwide. 

TreATneT promotes diversified and accessible quality drug dependence treatment  
and care services, including HIV/AIDS prevention and care. TreATneT began in 2005 with  
20 treatment centres worldwide, and in its current phase is being implemented in 27 countries 
in five regions.

The goals:
• Increase access to quality drug dependence treatment services
• Reduce the negative health and social consequences of drug use and dependence
• Create local ownership and sustainability by involving staff from national and local government agencies, 

universities and treatment centres in project countries

Strategy: 
Advocacy Raising awareness of drug dependence as a health disorder that requires a multidisciplinary and 
comprehensive approach
Capacity-building Provide training on evidence-based drug dependence treatment for health and social 
service providers, based on the UNODC TREATNET Training Package (Training of Trainers approach)
Service Improvement Create community-based treatment networks involving health and social services

Commitment to 
health-centred and 
community-based 
drug dependence 

treatment

Introductory session: How to conduct effective training sessions 

Volume A: Screening, assessment, and treatment planning 

Volume B: elements of psychosocial treatment 

Volume C: Addiction medications and special populations 

Volume D: Administrative toolkit 
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