
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

UNODC’s Country programme for Nigeria addresses drug and crime control priorities and focuses on partnerships with key stakeholders. CONIG’s expanding programme portfolio centers around judicial and prison reform, 

anti- corruption, drug control and the fight against other transnational organized crime.  It also aims at better services for victims of human trafficking, drug abusers, and HIV-AIDS risk groups.  

UNODC Nigeria is located at United Nations House, Plot 617/618 Diplomatic Drive, Central Area District, Abuja P.M.B. 2851, Garki, Abuja.                           

Tel: 234-9-4616552, 4616555; Fax: 234-9-4618533.  We welcome comments and feedback.  Please contact saadetu.yahaya@unodc.org                                                                                                    JULY 2011 

 

JUSTICE SECTOR REFORM  
Nigerian Bar Association (NBA) Tackles Criminal Justice Reform  

On 17-20 July, the Nigerian Bar Association hosted a 

Conference on Criminal Justice Reform in Nigeria. On this 

occasion, UNODC presented the results of its various 

assessments of  justice sector reform efforts in Nigeria, 

UNODC has cooperated with the Nigerian judiciary and 

other justice sector stakeholders since 2001. This 

longstanding partnership was guided by two major 

assessments conducted in 2002 and 2007 respectively. A 

baseline study was first conducted in 2002, in three Nigerian 

State. In 2007, the assessment was repeated in the three 

states and extended to an additional seven states. The 

comparative analysis of the findings of these two 

assessments revealed significant improvements as relates to 

all of the aspects of justice delivery. Court users, lawyers, judicial officers, businesses as well as prisoners awaiting trial 

all confirmed that the justice system had become more accessible, justice delivery had become quicker, and cases of 

corruption and other forms of misconduct had reduced. As a result, the general trust of stakeholders in the justice 

system increased as represented by a much greater readiness to access the courts. However, the assessment also 

found that continuing reform measures remain vital to ensure a functioning court system capable of supporting a 

rapidly growing economy, guaranteeing basic human and political rights of individuals and providing security and 

justice to all.  
 

At the global level the UN recently published new rule of law indicators for the assessment of the strengths and 

weaknesses of the rule of law within countries. The indicators serve as a tool to monitor trends, including whether 

efforts to implement the rule of law had improved, worsened or stagnated. he Indicators are based on international 

norms and standards but are not designed to assess compliance with such norms and standards. The indicators are 

available on-line at: http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/publications/un_rule_of_law_indicators.pdf 

 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

  Lagos State Says NO 

to  

Human Trafficking 
Lagos State being a border 

town and the main commercial 

hub in the West African region 

is endemic as a source, transit 

and destination state for 

human trafficking in Nigeria.   

On 18 July, the National Agency 

for the Prohibition of Traffic in  

Persons and Other Related 

Matters (NAPTIP) and UNODC 

carried out a town hall meeting 

in Lagos State under the project “Capacity Building for NAPTIP’s Implementation of the Action 

Plan against Human Trafficking” which is  funded by the Governments of Finland, Switzerland and 

Norway. The town hall meeting served as a catalyst for change to create awareness and sensitize 

Lagos state stakeholders on human trafficking while seeking their feedback on adequate reform 

measures and policies to be integrated into the national plan of action on trafficking in persons. 

Over 300 participants discussed the Lagos State government’s stand in respect of human 

trafficking and provided suggestions on ways to curb the menace including; increased awareness 

raising activities in schools, faith based organizations, communities and staff in the transportation 

industry as well as the adoption of a multi-agency approach to combating trafficking in persons.  

On behalf of the state government, the Director of Child Development, Mrs. Alaba Fadairo made 

an assurance that the communiqué adopted at the town hall meeting will serve as working 

document for the Lagos State Government. 

 

Strengthening Judicial Integrity and Capacity in Bayelsa State  
On 12 and 13 July, the National Judicial Institute and UNODC under the Dutch funded project 

“Partnership in the Bayelsa State Income and Expenditure Initiative (BEITI) and the Judicial Integrity 

Action programme (JIA) facilitated a two days training on judicial ethics for magistrates in the 

Bayelsa State judiciary. The training was based on the Bangalore Principles on Judicial Conduct and 

covered ethical values including independence, impartiality, integrity, propriety, quality, competence 

and diligence. Practical examples and problem questions where some of the methods adopted by 

the trainers and participants were also exposed to international best practises. Speaking on the need 

for judicial officers to maintain public trust and confidence, the Chief Judge of Bayelsa state, Hon. 

Justice Kate Abiri encouraged the magistrates to participate fully in the ethics training. 

News in Brief 
On 19 – 22 and 26 - 28 June, UNODC and NAPTIP conducted three series of training 

workshops for social workers, law enforcement officers, duty bearers, counsellors, 

NGOs and FBOs in Lagos, Ogun and Kano State. 
 

On 28 July, UNODC presented its activities at the 20th National Consultative 

Stakeholder's Forum on Combating Trafficking in Persons. The forum is a bi- annual 

meeting organised by NAPTIP for all nationwide actors  to discuss and coordinate their 

anti- human trafficking efforts.  
 

UNODC, UNICEF and UNDP, have jointly published a paper on Child Friendly Legal 

Aid in Africa. For a copy, please visit -http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/justice-and-

prison-reform/tools.html?ref=menuside 

Upcoming Events 

in August 2011 
 

Judicial Ethics Training 

for Court Staff in 

Bayelsa State 
 

Communication 

Strategy Workshop for 

the BEITI Secretariat 


