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HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND SMUGGLING OF MIGRANTS 
EU Funded Project Supports Drafting of Smuggling of Migrants Bill for Nigeria 

A drafting workshop on the domestication of the 

Smuggling of Migrants (SOM) Protocol in Nigeria was 

held in Calabar, Cross River State from 13 to 14 July 

2012 for officers of the Nigeria Immigration Service 

(NIS) and other relevant stakeholders. The workshop 

was organized under the European Union (EU) funded 

project ‘Promoting Better Management of Migration in 

Nigeria by Combating and reducing Irregular Migration 

that occurs, inter alia, through Trafficking in Persons 

(TIP) and SOM’. The participants reviewed the draft Bill 

on SOM in line with the SOM Protocol, which Nigeria 

has signed and ratified. The workshop also provided 

opportunities for the participants and seasoned experts on SOM to learn and share experiences on the modern 

realities and emerging concerns regarding migration in Nigeria. Prior to this drafting workshop, an opening 

session was held in Abuja on 28th June 2012. During the opening session, the Comptroller General of 

Immigration in Nigeria, Mrs. Rose Uzoma OON, mni remarked that coupled with the challenge of handling 

illegal migrants from the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) region, NIS was also faced 

with the challenge of the absence of a legal framework to curb SOM. Mrs. Uzoma noted that the Federal 

Government of Nigeria has approved the amendment of the Immigration Act. The drafting workshop was 

concluded with an agreement by key stakeholders that the draft Immigration Amendment Bill and the draft 

SOM Bill should be harmonised to produce a single Bill for consideration by the Federal Government. 

   

JUSTICE SECTOR REFORM 
Bayelsa State Judiciary Undertakes Study Tour to Singapore on Justice 

Case Flow Management System 
From 22 to 27 July 2012, a team comprised of 

the Chief Judge of Bayelsa State, Hon. Justice 

Kate Abiri, the Chairman of the Bayelsa State 

Justice Sector Action Plan Implementation 

Committee, Hon. Justice Raphael Ajuwa, the 

Chief Registrar of Bayelsa State High Court, 

Mr. Ineikinimi Uzakah and the UNODC 

National Consultant, Case Management, Mr. 

Emeka Albert, went on a study tour to 

Singapore. The team visited the Attorney 

General's Chamber, the Subordinate Courts, and the Supreme Court and also had a working session 

at the office of Crimsonlogic, the Government-owned software vendor for the judiciary. Singapore is 

considered to operate one of the world's most functional and effective judicial systems. The study 

visit has greatly enhanced the exposure of the Bayelsa State Judicial leaders to international best 

practices on Caseflow Management. There is a deeper appreciation by the leadership of the Bayelsa 

State Judiciary of the merit of transforming a slow under-performing judicial system to a speedy and 

transparent electronic case filing and management system that inspires public trust and confidence. 

The study tour has resulted in a commitment by the Singapore Judiciary to mentor the Bayelsa State 

Judiciary through its period of transition as well as a resolve by the Baylesa State Judiciary leadership 

to improve the pace of cases management in the state. 

40 Media Practitioners Targeted in Training on Human  

Trafficking & Forced Labour 
 From 26 to 28 July, UNODC, in collaboration with ILO and IOM, carried out training for 

40 media practitioners on Human Trafficking & Forced Labour. The training was 

conducted under the EU funded projects “Enhancing Multi-Stakeholder cooperation to 

fight human trafficking in countries of origin and destination” (jointly implemented by 

UNODC, IOM and the NGO EXIT), and “Enhancing the cooperation to fight trafficking in 

human beings from Nigeria and Europe (ECTIP)”. The training helped to provide an information repository on human trafficking, correct 

any misconceptions and generated discussions amongst participants on Nigeria’s efforts at combating human trafficking, on victim-

centered reportage and on ethically balanced coverage. They were also informed about criminal methods employed by traffickers.  

News in Brief 
On 31 July, the National 

Planning Commission chaired 

the Project Management 

Committee Meeting for the 

European Union funded 

Project “Promoting Better 

management of Migration In 

Nigeria” that is being 

implemented by IOM and 

UNODC 

Events in August 2012 
5 – 8 August 
UNODC/NAPTIP Capacity Building and 
Work plan Retreat 
 

22-24 August 
Training on Alternative Dispute 
Resolution for Bayelsa State Justice 
Sector 
 

25 August – 8 September 
Exchange Visit from Finnish Law 
Enforcement Agents to Nigeria on 
Human Trafficking Issues 


