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 European Union Commits €98 Million to Fight Corruption, Drugs and Injustice 

At a high level project briefing session that 

took place on 19 March, the European 

Union Delegation to Nigeria stated its 

commitment to finance three projects 

which will be implemented by UNODC in 

the value of 98 million Euros (approx. N20 

billion) to support the justice, anti-

corruption and drugs sectors in Nigeria. 

"The overall objective of these projects is 

to promote good governance and 

contribute to Nigeria's efforts in 

enhancing transparency, accountability 

and combating corruption, contributing to 

the reform in the justice sector and 

addressing drug related issues in Nigeria". 

The major highlight of the meeting was the signing of a 35 million Euros (approx. N7.2 billion) Financing 

Agreement by the Federal Government and the European Union (EU) in support of the Government’s efforts 

in preventing and fighting corruption.  The agreement was signed by the Honourable Minister of National 

Planning, Dr. Shamsuddeen Usman CON who commented that the project is a continuation of the 9th 

European Development Fund that supported the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) and the 

Nigerian Judiciary. UNODC Representative, Ms. Mariam Sissoko highlighted the expected outcomes of the 

project as, strengthening of anti-corruption policy making, coordination and monitoring mechanisms, 

strengthening of institutional and operational capacity; and empowering of civil society in its participation in 

anti-corruption activities.  

   

ANTI - TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS AND SMUGGLING OF MIGRANTS 

NAPTIP and UNODC Conduct Baseline Assessments in 6 Project States 
On 5 – 22 March, a team of NAPTIP and 

UNODC officials conducted a baseline 

assessment on the level of knowledge 

and awareness of Trafficking in Persons 

(TIP) and Smuggling of Migrants (SOM) in 

6 States. The baseline assessment is one 

of the activities in the inception phase of 

the European Union funded project 

“Promoting better management of 

migration in Nigeria by combating and 

reducing irregular migration".  The 

assessment was carried out in Anambra, 

Benue, Cross-River, Edo, Kano and, Lagos 

States and consisted of Key Information 

Interviews (KII) and focus group discussions. The overall objective of the baseline assessment is to 

provide guidelines and recommendations for an effective, holistic, and measurable awareness raising 

campaign in accordance with “tried” and “tested” approaches and contextual realities as well as produce 

a comprehensive report that will form the baseline against which the impact of the project’s awareness 

raising activities will be measured.  The assessment team interviewed a wide range of stakeholders 

comprising but not limited to representatives of; Ministries, Law Enforcement Agencies, Non- 

Governmental Organizations, Religious Leaders, Students, Teachers, Road Transport Workers, Market 

Women, Journalists, Actors and Producers.  

 

JUSTICE SECTOR REFORM 

Bayelsa State Justice Sector Implementation Committee Takes Central Role 
The first meeting of the Bayelsa State Justice Sector Implementation Committee in 2012 took place on 12 

and 13 March. With a view to ensuring sustainability of the achievements recorded in the implementation 

of the judicial component of the project, the Bayelsa State Justice Sector Implementation Committee 

resolved to henceforth play a central role in the implementation of the Judiciary Plan of Action for 

Strengthening Justice Sector Integrity and Capacity (2011 - 2012). Along this vein, sub-committees were 

inaugurated and aligned to the four thematic areas of the Action Plan, and a fifth Committee responsible 

for complaints and performance of all Justice Sector Institutions was also established. The realignment of 

the sub-committees to the thematic areas is to ensure that the committee adopts a results-based 

approach in the performance of its responsibilities. The Committee also resolved to hold more regular 

meetings to monitor and evaluate their progress. The new structure of the Implementation Committee 

has strategically placed it at the centre of the implementation of the project, which should facilitate 

sustainability of project results after the completion of UNODC's support in 2013. 

News in Brief 
On 15 March, stakeholders working to fight 

trafficking in persons and smuggling of 

migrants held a roundtable to review the 

assessment and gap analysis of the Trafficking 

In Persons (Prohibition) law Enforcement and 

Administration Act 2003 as Amended 
 

On 30 March, the Project Steering Committee 

(PSC) meeting of the project “Partnership in 

the Bayelsa Expenditure and Income 

Transparency Initiative and the Judicial 

Integrity Action Programme” was held. The 

project is funded by the Government of the 

Kingdom of the Netherlands. 

Upcoming Events in April 2012 
12 April 

Consensus building/planning workshop for NAPTIP 

officials for the implementation of the EU funded 

project on TIP and SOM 

19 April   

Meeting with the Governor of Bayelsa State 

30 April   

Bayelsa State Justice Sector Town Hall Meeting 

April (tbd) 

Anti- Trafficking in Persons community dialogue in Yala 

and Ikom Local Government Areas in Cross- River 

State. 

Review workshop with Nigeria Immigration Service on 

recommendations for SOM Legislation 


