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Chairperson Mr. Amado Philip de Andres - UNODC Regional Representative, H.E. Mr. Noel Sinclair, Deputy 

Chef de Cabinet, Office of the President of the 68th General Assembly, Mr. Yury Fedotov -UNODC Executive 

Director and Under Secretary General, His Excellency Mr. Henry Leonard Mac-Donald, CARICOM Chair and 

Permanent Representative of Suriname to the UN, His Excellency Mr. Thomas Mayr-Hating, EU representative 

to the UN, Distinguished delegates all. 

 

Today there is general agreement that peace, security and development share an interdependent relationship, as a 

result of which one cannot be sustained without the other. 

Let us recall that in the year 2000, 180 world leaders agreed to eight (8) Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 

geared towards making the world a more equal and better place by 2015. For the developing states of the 

Caribbean the question must now be simply “Are we there yet?” 

The current crime and security environment in the Caribbean is notorious for the grave concerns generated. 

Homicide rates for CARICOM Members are stark reminder of our disproportionate contribution to the global 

homicide rate. Gangs supported by the illicit trafficking of guns and drugs continue to wreak havoc on the lives 

of innocent citizens. Cybercrimes with accompanying threats of terrorism feed an atmosphere of unease while 

human trafficking remains a serious concern. And as if that was not sufficient, Mother Nature continues to remind 

us as to where the real power resides. 

And so distinguished delegates one can understand the positive energy which the approved CARICOM Crime 

and Security Strategy now brings to the table. 

Partnership is critical to the success of this Strategy which lays out CARICOM’s vision for a secure Community 

and is the key document guiding the CARICOM’s crime and security agenda. The Strategy’s ultimate goal is to 

significantly improve citizen security in CARICOM and to create a safe, just, free and economically viable 

environment while advancing the Region’s security interests in support of our citizens achieving their human 

development goals.   
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The promotion of security is best assured through a wide network of partner relationships.  As the agency 

responsible for implementation of CARICOM’s regional crime and security agenda, the CARICOM 

Implementation Agency for Crime and Security (IMPACS) seeks to build and encourage partnerships with several 

key national, regional and international institutions and agencies to operationalize the CARICOM Crime and 

Security Strategy.  In so doing The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime is one such agency with which 

IMPACS will collaborate to implement this Strategy.  In light of the significant or Tier 1 threats, facing the 

Caribbean region, IMPACS and UNODC will seek to work in close collaboration in critical areas such as 

transnational organized crime: the trafficking of Illicit Drugs and Illegal Guns, corruption and financial crimes.  

Our collaboration will facilitate maximum efficiency in the delivery of programs, projects and activities within 

the targeted areas which address the region’s crime and security concerns, thereby avoiding duplication of already 

ongoing regional efforts. 

 

Supported by an extensive network the UNODC brings with it, global experience in the fight against illicit drugs 

and international crime.  Its experience in field-based technical cooperation projects to counteract illicit drugs, 

crime and terrorism, and its research capabilities and analytical work, will assist CARICOM IMPACS in 

addressing issues related to drugs and crime and in developing evidence based policies for the region as well as 

enhancing existing and developing new operational programs. 

 

Specifically, the IMPACS-UNODC Joint Work Plan 2014-2016 seeks to build on important steps already taken 

and to address specific security gaps to advance and promote citizen security in the CARICOM Community.  It 

will address Strategic priorities utilizing where appropriate each agency’s comparative advantages.  It is important 

that this Joint Work Program is recognized as an important step in an ongoing process of functional cooperation 

between IMPACS and UNODC.   

 

The UNODC/IMPACS Joint Work Plan 2014-2016 was developed based on the CARICOM Crime and Security 

Strategy and the UNODC Regional Program for the Caribbean 2014-2016.   The main CARICOM Crime and 

Security goals upon which this Work Plan will focus are: 

1. Taking the Profit out of Crime, Targeting Criminal Assets and Protecting the Financial System.   

2. Establishing Appropriate Legal Instruments While Ratifying Existing Agreements 

3. Increasing Trans-border Intelligence and Information Sharing   

4. Enhancing Maritime and Airspace Awareness, Strengthen CARICOM Borders, Including 

Contiguous Land Borders 
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5. Strengthening the Effectiveness of Criminal Investigation Through Modern Technologies and 

Scientific Techniques 

These areas will be supported by the UNODC Regional Program through the Countering Transnational Organized 

Crime, Illicit Trafficking and Terrorism; the Countering Corruption and Money Laundering and Research and 

trend analysis to guide policy sub-programs. 

The entire Caribbean populace is expected to benefit significantly from this collaboration between the UNODC and 

IMPACS as several key programs will be undertaken to strengthen existing security initiatives in the region and add 

relevant ones. 

For this initiative to succeed however, there are two critical factors to be keep in mind:   

 

1. First, the support of the Development and Donor Community in assisting with providing the 

necessary financial, technical and other resources is required to bolster the contributions of both 

partner agencies – CARICOM IMPACS and the UNODC.  

 

2. Secondly, there must be a transfer of knowledge and expertise between the two agencies - both 

agencies can learn from each other. Each agency must be allowed to demonstrate and apply its 

comparative advantage.  While the UNODC brings to the table its international experience and 

networks as well as best practices gleaned from its work globally, IMPACS being the nerve center 

of the regional security architecture has existing and working mechanisms for reaching the 

operational arms of the security infrastructure in the region at the Member State level, as well as 

existing cooperation agreements with key regional agencies.  This makes for a very rewarding 

partnership to the benefit of the region. 

 

CARICOM IMPACS looks forward to this most meaningful and important collaboration with the UNODC and 

the support of the CARICOM region, the international community and very importantly, the development and 

donor communities. We are confident that with the commitment of both organizations this partnership will 

succeed and perhaps create a new model to be emulated elsewhere in the future. 

 

Distinguished delegates, we all know the statement “a journey of a thousand miles begins with the first step”…. 

Today must certainly be seen as our first step along what hopefully will become a very successful journey. 


