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Washington DC, United States, December 
2008. 

In the US Government's National Drug Threat Assess­
ment, experts warn that the count ry is experiencing an 
increase in methamphetamine availabilit y due to a resur­
gence of both domestic methamphetamine manufacture 
and methamphetamine t rafficking from Mexican-based 
drug laboratories. Seizures increased in 2008 after sharp 
declines in 2007. Both small and super-sized laboratories 
have rebounded in 2008, notably in California and in sev­
eral other s tates. ATS drugs and precursor chemicals from 
l atin America increasingly make their way to US market s. 

Washington State, United States, January 2009. 

The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) has reported its first con­
firmed case of "candy-li ke" methamphetamine. The crystalline sample, 
seized in the northwest state of Washington near Canada, had a distinct 
grape odor and purple appearance, and contained low lev­
els of methamphetamine (1.1%). While candy-l ike methamphetamine 
has received extensive media coverage in the US, this is the first con­
firmed sample reported by the DEA. This could indicate new measures 
used by manufactures to revive the declining US youth market. In 2000, 
UNODC reported vanilla-scented (ethyl vanillin) methamphetamine tab­
lets (yaba) with comparatively higher levels of active drug in South-East 
Asian markets. 

Mexico City, Mexico, 2008. 
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Mexico continues to be the destination for large-scale i lli cit precursor diversions, as syndicates attempt 
to circumvent a national ban. Several multi-ton shipments of pharmaceutical preparations containing 
ephedrine or pseudoephedrine have been intercepted in Mexico or en route to Mexico, including a 
case involving 5 million ephedrine tablets seized in Belgium in November, and a case of 8.4 million 
pseudoephedrine tablets stopped from Taiwan, Province of China, in December. A previous shipment 
of similar size is known to have been sent from Taiwan, Province of China , to Mexico in late November. 
Clandestine methamphetamine manufact ure may be rebounding after sizable declines even though 
an unprecedented 2008 national ban on nearly all forms of ephedrine and pseudoephedrine was en­
acted by the government in an effort to stem production. 
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Tegucigalpa, Honduras, August 2008. 

Anti-narcotics police broke-up an international network that manufac­
tured methamphetamine-related drugs and trafficked their precursor 
into Mexico. Two methamphetamine laboratories - the first reported 
to UNODC in Honduras - were discovered in the capital Tegucigalpa, 
along with significant amounts of precursor chemicals and equipment. 
Seven individuals were arrested including Mexican and Honduran na­
tionals. 
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lima, Peru, November 2007. 

Police discovered a clandestine ATS-related laboratory in a Lima home, the second recent discovery of 
synthetic drug-related manufacture reported in the country. The laboratory was operated by a t rans­
national group of drug traffickers intending to manufacture methamphetamine-related chemicals, pur­
portedly for export. l aboratory equipment, precursor chemicals and thousands of pseudoephedrine 
tablets were seized. Nine individuals were arrested in connection. The government has warned that 
pseudoephedrine imports have been increasing dramatically·· disproportionate to the overall increase 
in the ill nesses for which they are legal ly used. Latin American countries are increasingly being targeted 
for manufacture of ATS because of the relative ease of availability of precursor chemicals and lack of 
awareness of the threat posed by synthetic drugs among a uthorities. * 

Buenos Aires, Argentina, July 2008. 

Police discovered the country's first clandestine methamphetamine laboratory in a suburb of Bue­
nos Aires. The laboratory was operated by transnational drug traffickers purportedly based in Mexico . 
l aboratory equipment and numerous precursor chemicals were seized. Nine individuals were arrested 
in connection with the seizure. Forensic data were unavailable. 
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The Global SMART Programme was announced In March 2008 at the CommISSIon on 
Narcotic Drugs In VIenna Austria, and launched In September 2008 In Bangkok ThaI 
land SInce that time the Global SMART Programme has inItiated operations through 
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Near-term future activIties of the Global SMART Programme WIll Include. 

• 
• 

• 

• 

conducting a regional synthetic drug information workshop in East Asia 

working with Member States and partners in East Asia and the Pacific to 

identify opportunities to build capacity~ J,o .. giie.nlie.ra.'lIeli, .m.ailn.allg.e.,.a~n.all'V.'lIeli' re 
port and use synthetic drug informatio!! 

coordinating to begin operations and assist Member Stj • • ,ell,. i.nas. o. UII'.h. As. illl" 
the Near and Middle East, Africa and the Americas; and 
development of a comprehensive assessment of synthetic drugs in East 
ASia, the Pacific and South Asia. 

Australia Japan New Zealand Thai land 
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If you have comments on this report, or would like to discuss information that should 
be considered for future reports, please contact the Global SMART Programme at 
globalsmart@unodc.org. Information on the Global SMART Programme can be found 
via the internet at www.unodc.organd www.apaic.orgorbycontacting UNODC at the 
Vienna International Centre P.O. Box 500, A-1400, Vienna, Austria. 


