
Keeping pace with the fast changing environment and com-
plexity of drugs and their precursors presents major chal-
lenges for the international community. Only through 
consistent investments in scientific capacity can coun-
tries ensure the national policy and legislation keep up 
with the rapid developments in illicit drug manufacture.

Providing the scientific tools and 
services necessary for effective 
precursor investigation
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CONTACT

UNODC is uniquely positioned to facilitate internation-
al cooperation in addressing the diversion and traffick-
ing of precursors and to assist Governments in building 
capacity for forensic laboratories in relevant countries.

Precursor related tools and 
services



Keeping up with the rapid 
developments in illicit 
drug manufacture

FIGHTING ILLICIT 
DRUGS 

RAPID AND SIMPLE COLOUR TESTS

RELIABLE AND ACCURATE IDENTIFICATION

These kits are intended to provide
law enforcement o cers with rapid and 
simple colour tests for the preliminary  
identi fi cati on of precursors most common-
ly encountered in the illicit traffi  cking.

Laboratories require access to authenti c 
chemical reference standards to ensure 
reliable and accurate identi fi cati on of 
drugs and precursors. LSS provides pre-
cursor samples for comparati ve analyti cal 
purposes to Member States experiencing 
difi culti es in acquiring such materials.

The Laboratory and Scienti fi c Secti on (LSS) of UNODC assists Govern-
ments to improve their knowledge base on drug precursors through a 
wide range of services in several areas. It provides scienti fi c and techni-
cal services, and develops relevant tools, to support drug control acti vi-
ti es at the nati onal, regional and internati onal levels, aimed at prevent-
ing/limiti ng the supply and abuse of illicit drugs and their precursors.

TRAINING

The knowledge acquired through
the training will assist law enforcement 
personnel to play an important role in 
suppressing precursor traffi  cking and 
the illicit manufacture of drugs.

MANUALS, GUIDELINES, PUBLICATIONS

As part of UNODC objecti ves to ensure 
the worldwide availability and accessibil-
ity of internati onally accepted standards 
and to improve nati onal forensic capacity 
and capabiliti es, LSS issues publicati ons 
to assist Governments in their measures 
to control precursors.

PRECURSOR CONTROL PROGRAMME

PROVIDING THE SCIENTIFIC TOOLS AND 
SERVICES IMPROVING FORENSIC CAPACITY

UNODC has developed the Global Precursor Control 
Programme, which will assist Governments to build 
relevant law enforcement and forensic capacity, use 
platf orms to launch regional investi gati ons, and de-
sign and use informati on/intelligence collecti on and 
sharing mechanisms to allow for rapid responses.


