
    
 

Cambodia, Lao PDR, Thailand and Viet Nam 
Project Childhood (Protection Pillar) 

 
Project background: Project Childhood is an Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID) 
initiative to combat the sexual exploitation of children in travel and tourism in the Mekong sub-region. Project 
Childhood builds on Australia’s long-term support for programs that better protect children and prevent their 
abuse. Project Childhood brings together the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), INTERPOL, and World 
Vision to address the serious issue of sexual exploitation of children in travel and tourism. The project works in 
Cambodia, Lao PDR, Thailand and Viet Nam.  It takes a dual prevention and protection approach. 
 
World Vision works with Governments and communities to prevent children from becoming victims of sexual 
exploitation in tourism by raising awareness and building community resilience. Through use of public 
campaigns, training and telephone hotlines with governments, communities, and tourism industries, all are 
better aware of the vulnerabilities of at-risk children to sexual exploitation in tourism.  UNODC, in partnership 
with INTERPOL, is working with law enforcement agencies to protect children through strengthening law 
enforcement responses. Through the increased knowledge of law enforcement and stronger regional and 
international cooperation, governments are better equipped to identify and counter child sexual exploitation. 
 
Protection Pillar responses: The Protection Pillar aims to strengthen and enhance the capacity of law 
enforcement officials in identifying, arresting and prosecuting travelling child sex offenders. To achieve this aim, 
four key responses have been developed based on the following objectives: 
 
Objective 1:  (Legislation) - The Protection Pillar team will work with police, prosecutors and judges in 
Cambodia, Lao PDR, Thailand and Viet Nam to provide technical assistance through activities related to 
strengthening legislative frameworks.  This approach will ensure that domestic legislative frameworks meet 
international standards for prosecuting offences related to sexual abuse of children by travelling sex offenders 
and that initial work begins in ensuring that legislative review and reform is initiated. 
 
Objective 2:   (Training and capacity building activities) - The Protection Pillar team will work in two phases:  
(i) With police officers located in police units identified in Cambodia, Lao PDR, Thailand and Viet Nam in order 
to provide equipment, technical assistance through training activities and development of standard operating 
procedures that will enhance their capacity to effectively identify and arrest travelling child sex offenders;  (ii) 
With police, prosecutors and judges in order to provide technical assistance through training activities that will 
enhance their capacity to effectively identify, arrest and prosecute travelling child sex offenders.  This approach 
will equip law enforcement officers with the knowledge needed to combatting travelling child sex offending. 
 
Objective 3:  (National and Regional Cooperation) - By 2013, establish an INTERPOL Specialists Group on 
Crimes against Children sub group in Southeast Asia Region.  This will be a working party consisting of the 
ASEAN countries dedicated to preventing the abuse of children by travelling child sex offenders and will aim to 
meet annually to share evidence of best practice in investigative methods and law enforcement strategies.  This 
approach will encourage cooperation between criminal justice agencies within and across borders with respect 
to combating travelling child sex offenders and protecting victims. 
 
Objective 4:   (Operations) - Strengthen operational teams in existing police units identified in Cambodia, Lao 
PDR, Thailand and Viet Nam that focus on investigating sexual abuse of children committed by travelling child 
sex offenders.  This approach will involve joint expert investigations undertaken and facilitated by INTERPOL to 
ensure that offenders are identified, investigated, arrested and prosecuted, and that child victims are 
appropriately supported. 
 
Contact information: 
Ms Margaret Akullo   Project Coordinator   margaret.akullo@unodc.org  
Ms Annethe Ahlenius   INTERPOL Coordinator    a.alenius@interpol.int  
Ms Kanha Chan   National Project Officer (Cambodia) chan.kanha@unodc.org  
Ms Sommany Sihathep   National Project Officer (Lao PDR) sommany.sihathep@unodc.org  
Ms Snow White Smelser  National Project Officer (Thailand) snowwhite.smelser@unodc.org  
Ms Van Do    National Project Officer (Viet Nam) van.do@unodc.org  



 

Project Childhood: Protection Pillar 
(Cambodia, Lao PDR, Thailand, Viet Nam) 

 

To strengthen and enhance the capacity of law enforcement officials in identifying, arresting and prosecuting travelling child-sex offenders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE COMPONENT  

 

(UNODC) 

 

OPERATIONAL COMPONENT 

 

(INTERPOL) 

Outcome 1: 
Legislative frameworks relevant 
to combatting travelling child-sex 
offenders and protecting victims 
are enhanced / improved 

 

Output 1.1: 
Legislative review undertaken 
 
 

Output 1.2: 
Clear and practical 
recommendations presented to 
government counterparts with 
regard to improving legislative 
frameworks to combat travelling 
child-sex offenders 
 

Outcome 4: 
Expert investigations carried out, 
offenders identified, investigated 
and (as appropriate) arrested 
and prosecuted, and child 
victims appropriately supported.   
 

Output 4.1: 
Detailed operational plan 
prepared and endorsed 
 

Output 4.2: 
Operational plan implemented 
and reviewed 
 

Output 4.3: 
Results and lessons learned 
discussed and shared  
 
 

Outcome 3: 
Enhanced cooperation between 
criminal justice agencies within 
and across borders with respect 
to combating travelling child-sex 
offenders and protecting victims 

 

Output 3.1: 
Enhanced networking and 
communication mechanisms 
established between key 
stakeholders 
 
 

Outcome 2: 
Informed and capable front-line 
law enforcement officers, 
prosecutors and judges 

 

Output 2.1: 
Training and Capacity building 
needs assessed 
 

Output 2.2: 
Training and other capacity 
development support delivered 
and institutionalised 
 

Output 2.3: 
Priority equipment packages 
delivered and installed 
 


