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Myanmar fails to stem increase in opium cultivation

Faul Carsten

| Py ciltivatinn i Iyamn-
gisen fng the siah consecutive
vaar despite & state eradication cam-
paign, a United Mations report,
rebeised vesterday siid, which theew
donbl on BOWELITIEN B55E) tions the
prablen: would e ovar by 20 L1
Unpracedented eradication
effors managed to destroy almuost
24000 kectares of poppy lields in
thie 2012 seasomn, running from the
autwane 2011 (o early summer this
yesir, prore Hian mipke the previcus
wen s toral
Bur the TN Office on Drogs and
Crimne (UNGODCT satd land used for
cultiverion in Myanman the worlds
scunil wop prodisces of oplurn afie
Adehapistam, still incraased 17 per cent
1 s bighesr level in eight years,
Miyanmaris forecast wprod:
tonnesaf opitm in 2001712 aeconl-
ing t e feprt, up hom B10ennas
alvoar 10 per cent of the world's

LT
L0 sanl. Afghanisran produces
aroued 30 par cent.

Land in the Burmese part of the
Golden Triangle —a lavdess region of
hyarumar, Thailand and Laos hames
Lo vast droug tmalficking operations -
sraree and many poorfarmers opt oo
use it for poppies. which earn them
1% times mone per leotane than rice,
avcurfng to the INODC repor:

Fonr gl gvery len househnldszor-
veyerl in poppegrowing villages grew
the crop Mhemselves, bat other howse-
Tnldds parcipated in theculivation and
harvesting, makingivvital to theeoon-
mnigs of whole comomunitics.

Production of opiwm is clesely
linkach te ethnic insurgencies inside
My, sasd Gary Lewis, URODOC
iegicnal represeniative.

“There isnoquestion that thene is
a strong conneclion betwesn the
conllicts i the covrney @ond the most
immeadiate sourees of revenue
purchase weapons, and in many

the previous: yvear, the.

instances this is both opiwm ad
heroin and mothampd
pills,” Lewis said,

“The areas of kighest cultivarion
intengity are abso thearsas of ongoing
arsggpended eonflice. The emergence
of peace and scourdoy is thepelure an
eszential ingredient in mekling the
poppy problemn,”

The pevernment of President
Thein Seln, in power since March
20011, has reached ceaselire agrec-
mants with - many of the cthoic
mdnarity rebel groups "-'|I<J Tl
fought corril gux'l.,rrmlenl for -
acles, bul full resabutbon of the cnn-
[icts is some way off,

SiAye, legal adviser o Thein Sain,
salid in Febmsary that the governmoent
waned o wipe out the opium prob
lem by 201 4.

Meighbouring Lacs has alse seanan
s i eudiivaninn, The (IO
report estimated thee land dedicied
to growing poppics jurmped §6 per
coent frorm the 2011 seagomn.

Bl Gupl in lans, ar 41 wnnes,
pales incompatison wthar of Myan-
mar, The IRNGDC also believes that
mnst of the Lass opium s injesdad
for dormestic consurmption,

Thevest majority elegicnal demand
copnes from China, helped Ty porous
Borders fo the county's southwest,

Ching accounts tor muone thin 78
pet cent of all Bercin consumplion
in East Asfa amd the Pacific. The
mamberof registered nsars has risen
Al bl 22 per cent sines 22, stznd-
ipng ar 1.1 miilion hy 2000, according
o TN,

With Chinag’s demand for opium
increasing and driving up production
in Southeasthsia, it is becoming ever
More imporlnt for gevernments 1o
fizael realistic ways 1o cuh culivation
and bring Baroers, ot of poverty,
Lrwis sand.
adication alone i ool e
" hermaidd, The real answer is
Lo provice snstainzhle alterative live-
lihonds.” qevies ]

& palicermnan hoelds peppy plants atter a
field was dostroyoed above Lhe village of
Tar-Pu, In the manntaing of Myanmar
carlier this year. 2707ERs



