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Phnom Penh governor Kep
Chuktema met with senior officials
at the Interior Ministry vesterday
tor urge the mational police force to
cooperate more closely with city
pofice when carmying oul opers-
tions in the capital, officials said.

Althouygh Mr. Chukterna has not
publicly specified why he has re-
guestied heightened cooperation
with national officials, his request—
first made during a closed door
meeeting at City Hall last week—
came a day after a Jameny 5 sting
operation gl an onfine extor
tion ring. Dhuring the operation, na-
tional police acodentally tapeted a
Prmomm Penh villa owaed by Ediea

NATIONAL

City Hall, Interior Mmistry at Odds Over Future Cooperation

tion Minister Im Sethy:

“The rnmw:rpa! aruﬂwnh- [elir.
Chuktetnal said that police and
government authorities should
inform him before they do any-
thing." said Interior Ministry
spokesman Lieutenant General
Khieu Sopheak, who was present
at yesterday's meeting.

14 e Sophieabc saiel that in cases
deemed by national authorities o
be a threat o national seaqunty, ne
tionaHeve] officals retain the author
ity to conduct operations without

“Mational authoritics must be
accountable in front of the law,
but are not required 1o miomm all
local authorities,” he said,

Mr. Chuldema vesterday de-

clined to comment on the meet-
myg, which was presided over by
Interior Minister Sar Kheng. City
Hall spokesman Long Dimanche
also dechned to commeent,

In a letter to Mr. Sethy on Jan
wary 10, national police commis-
sioner General Neth Savoeun
apologized to Mr. Sethy for police
forees approacting his howse du-
ing “a mission to raid crosshorder
crimes.” The letter also sad that
the exervise was conducted “with
cooperation from the Phnom
Penh municipal prosecutor and
local police authonties.”

“The National Police commis-
siomer very much regrets. Jnock-
g on the gate of vour Excellency’s
residence, which looled similar o
the criminal's house, which was

pomted cut by the investigation
unit,” the lefter stated,

The series of raids conducted
on seven properties in Phnom
Penh on January 5 successfully
nietted 80 Tawanese and Chinese
nationals suspected of involve-
ment in operating a telecommunt-
calions extortion fng targeting
people in Tarwan and China

The arrests follow a spate of
similar arrests by police in Cam-
bodia and other countries n South
east Asia. The alleged scam in-
wobves the wse of Voioe Over Inter-
net Protocol technology to call
people in China and Tarwan and
uise different nises to defraud and
extort money by 'a='frr1pll:|n;‘Ir them
tu inmt in fctiious investment

UN Steps Up Efforts to Fight Drug Smuggling in Cambodta
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Affer record setares of narcotics
n 2012, the ongenzzdion in charge of
the Bht gl drogs m Cambodia
yesterday ook possession of new
equiprment 1o help rack drog traf
Bl aorvess the coumntry's borders,

In & reeting in Phnom Penh yes-
terday, the UN, Office on Drugs
and Crime (UNODC) donated
more than 532,000 worth of eguip-
meent o the National Authority for
Combating Drugs (NACD), said
Lieutermnt General You Sun Long,

The equiprment, which meludes
camerss, olice equipment, wallde-
lalkies amd metorcyeles, will go to
bwo new border aison offices on
the Cambodian-Vietnamese bor-
der in Bavet City, Svay Rieng prow-
mce, and i Ka'am Samnor, Kan-
dal provinee, he sasd.

“In 2012, Cambodizn law en-
forcement suppressed a lot of
drugs cases including cases in
which criminals atermpted (o pro-
duce dnyrs in Phnom Penh mumi-
cipality and Kompong Speu prov-
ince, resulting in the amest of for-
eign criminals and the seiame of
a lot of el mportaton of pre-
cursor chemicals,” Lt Gen, Sun
Long said.

“The border Baison offices are
taking on several forms of orgs
nitzed orime, not only drogs,” said
Olivder Lermet, country director
for the UNQDC.

“Phrugrs are particularly of con-
cern with a8 mumber of sebares, the
levels, the flows of rafficking. I's
increasing all over the region, of
course mosty amphetsrmme ype
stirmulant=, 5o, ves, its our way o
try to support the povernment ef
firtss oy cordam the doog fows”

Still, he said that Cambaodia was
a “roince player” compared to Bur
ma, where heroin and ampheta-
e are produced on a much larg-
er sole,

*The flows going in and out of
Cambodia are of concermn, and the
Eat thal some are targeting Cam-
bodia w0 produce doags—we have
a few cases in the pasti—so there
= a necd to improve regional coop-
eration, capacity for law enforce-
mient,” Mr. Lermet said,

I 2012, more than 40 kg of oo
caine—ypreviously a rare drug to
be foumned in Cambodia—30 kg of
herom and 20 kg of methampheta
mine were seized, according to
prefminary NACT figures,

Brigadier General Huort So-
phally, NACDYs director of plan-
ning angl training, said new border
iaison offices were planned for
Oxddar Meanchey, Pursat and Ra-

&mgﬁmt I'Gﬂildnmmdmu [ETr
ject conmdinator for the UNODC's
partnership against transnational
crime through regional organized
lvw-enforcement (PATROL), said
as well as helping tn set up barder
fiaiscn offices, the project was pro-
moting crossborder cooperation
by arranging meetings of front line
Cambodian border staff with ther
Thai and Vietnamese counterparts.

“We would fike to see more ef
fective results at the border area,
particularly in the field of effective
cross horder cooperation either it
b building up trust or cooperation
with nedghboring countries more
successiul of case handling be-
tween front line officers of Cam-
e said,

|" Additional reporting by Stmon

Forestry Officials Confirm Illegal Logging by Vletnamese Firm
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Dhmnge a joint mvestpsbon with
police and military police last
week, the Forestry Adminisbation
foamnd evidence of larpescale ille-
gl lopping by the Vielnamese own-
ers af a mabber concession in Fats
nakkin province's OYadaw dis-
trict, officials said yesterday.

Phan Phoeun, depuly chief of
the provineial Forestry Administra
discovered more than 1000 bogs on
land belonging to the Day Dong
Yoeun rubber company—mwhich
was granted a 4 (00-hectare eco-
nomic land concession in 2007—
over the course of an mvesliimbon
Ihalbt_a-_';ﬂl ml[kmlﬂﬂb

company's land concession and
we ordered them to pay tax [on
the logs] [or the national rév-
enue,” he said, adding that the
wiood was cut on forested land,
which is illegal in all cases,

“We know that logging is ille
gal, and although the company
dlick not respect its agreement with
the Ministry [of Agriculture], it
agreed Lo pay tax on the logged
wood, and we accept the pay-
ment, which will mo toward the
slafe reverme,” Mr, Phoeun said,

Whether the government de-
cides to take further action agminst
the company will be the decsion of
the Ministry of Agriculure, which
has requested a report of the For-
dstry Administration's findings,
Mr. Phoeum said. “The report will

We will implement the orders
froam the: top if they decide 1o harr
dlle this with a court case."

Tocsl officials and ethnic Jara vil
lagrers ving in Paknbed cormrmme’s
Lom village have accused Day
Dongr Yoeun and Compeany 72—
another Vietnamese rubber finm
with a land concession nearby—of
extermive Mgl lomeing and export-
ing the wood to Vietnam. Rights
groups have called for the povern:
et Lo canced the companies” con
cessions and begin criminal pro-
ceedings agamst their owners,

Forestry Administration spokes
man Thun Sarath said vesterday
that any company found ity of
violating the Forestry Law must
face court prosecution, and that
the Councll of Ministers has the

belonging to companies that vio-
latie the terms of their confracts.

{o cancel the contract if the compeany
[Day Dong Yoeun| destroyved forest
resorees,” Mr Sarsith said.

“The Councl of Ministers never
ohjects to a proposal by Ministry of
Agmiculhore " he sad. “They will doit”

But Pent Bonnar, kand and natural
resoures monitor for dghits group
Aefhoc, sad that while he is hobding
ot hope that the government will
pursue legal action against Day
Domg Yoeun, he is fnustrated that
nodhing has vet been done.

“I don't know why the Roval
Covernment hasn't taken action
to cancel the economic land con-
cession,” Mr. Bonnar said, “It is
an example of all the CASES in my
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