
     
 

 
 
 

Declaration of Intent  
 

Launch of the UNODC Regional Programme for South Eastern Europe  
on Countering Illicit Trafficking and Organized Crime  

for improved Governance, Justice and Security (2012-2015) 
 

Vienna, 23 May 2012 
 
 

United in our fight against illicit drugs, we, heads of delegations of the countries participating in 
the Regional Programme for South Eastern Europe, regional organizations and member states 
supporting its notion: 
 

1. Recall the steps taken in the region of South Eastern Europe to tackle the challenges 
posed by the threat of illicit drug trafficking, other forms of trafficking and organized 
crime and related challenges; 

 
2. Acknowledge the threat presented by illicit trafficking and organized crime to the well 

being of the people living in the region of South Eastern Europe and to justice, security 
and good governance in the region; 

 
3. Underline the importance of enhancing international and regional cooperation in 

addressing the threat of illicit drug trafficking, other forms of trafficking and organized 
crime and related challenges; 

 
4. Recognize that tackling the issues of illicit trafficking and organized crime is essential in 

the context of European integration of the participating countries; 
 

5. Emphasize the principle of shared responsibility in addressing the challenges related to 
illicit drugs, as well as the principle of respect for sovereignty; 

 
6. Express concern with regard to the spreading of narcotic drugs in the region and the 

threat to the region posed by transnational drug networks; 
 

7. Are anxious by the growth of demand in narcotic drugs and their abuse especially among 
young people, and conscious that illicit drug production and trafficking pose serious 
threats to public health and increases the risk of spread of HIV/AIDS;  

 
8. Welcome the UNODC Regional Programme Framework for South Eastern Europe on 

Countering Illicit Trafficking and Organized Crime for improved Governance, Justice 
and Security (2012-2015); 

 
9. Underline the national ownership of the Regional Programme Framework and renew our 

commitment to strengthening cooperation under this Programme in line with the outcome 
areas indicated therein;  
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10. Agree that the countries participating in the Regional Programme for South Eastern 
Europe are encouraged to consider contributing necessary human and financial resources 
to the implementation of this Regional Programme, and support UNODC as partner in 
larger programmes, including with the EU; 
 

11. Note that, despite financial and human resources already allocated to countering the illicit 
drug problem, there is a need, on the basis of the principle of shared responsibility, for 
provision of further support to drug and crime control cooperation within and beyond the 
region; 

 
12. Request UNODC to increase its relevant assistance to meet common national drug 

control targets and further advance regional cooperation among participating and partner 
countries, including through the Regional Programme; 

 
13. Encourage UNODC to follow the recommendations of the 3rd Meeting of the Steering 

Committee of the Regional Programme (Vienna, 3-4 November 2011) and the lessons 
learnt from the implementation of the Regional Programme for South Eastern Europe 
(2009-2011); 

 
14. Also request UNODC and partners to encourage donors and international financial 

institutions to provide the participating countries with technical and financial assistance, 
including provision of equipment, to enhance their capacities to better cope with the illicit 
drug problem. 

 
 
 
Annexes:  
 

• UNODC Regional Programme Framework for South Eastern Europe on Countering Illicit 
Trafficking and Organized Crime for Improved Governance, Justice and Security (2012-
2015) 

 
• List of participants of the launch   
 
• Recommendations of the 3rd Meeting of the Steering Committee of the Regional 

Programme (Vienna, 3-4 November 2011) 
 

 
 


