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Conclusions and Recommendations
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Youth Forum:
Roundtable 5: Bridging the Public and Private Sectors’ Efforts for Reform

Freedom of Information for Greater Accountability
Principles of Article 13 of the UNCAC should be used in the anti-corruption campaign.
Anti-Corruption Strategy requires: transparency and accountability in money management.
Transparency and accountability in taxes.
Encourage and generate a political will through the public to enforce existing treaties and policies like
the UNCAC.
Develop a culture of the right to information; which will assist in generating a political will:
o This can be done through education and public awareness from youth upwards i.e. Integrity,
morals and ethics in relation to anti-corruption.
o This will provide for zero tolerance policies throughout society.
The publication of high level officials’ assets and incomes.
O General asset declarations to the governments only.
Public spending details should be outlined in the annual publication of the budget.
The obligation of companies to become transparent through legislation (i.e. through model legislation).
The necessary laws to provide for access to Freedom of Information.
Media as a tool to be limited to concrete and legitimate evidence.
o Empower the media community and provide protection for journalists to share legitimate
information publicly.
o With regards to countries where freedom of speech is oppressed, UN networks should be
established to expose all this abroad. This should be distributed in the form of an annual report.
o Inaddition, relevant articles should regularly be collected by a subsection of the UNCAC
Secretariat.
o Use the media for anti-corruption campaign, from the youth upwards.
Need for a more official and trusted international report of corruption to identify and understand the
extent of corruption.
Inform the public about how corruption can also affect them, directly and indirectly.

Public and Private Responses to Corruption in Vulnerable Sectors

Auditing strong budget performance progress.

Use of media to enhance the responses.
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* Encourage and promote the development of online applications for public and private procurement to
reduce face to face corruption.

e Encourage and generate a political will.

o Recommendations should filter down through the media, education, campaigning, online
programmes and civil society.

* A national independent auditing organization monitoring public/private tradings and transactions.
More extensive focus on certain sectors believed to be vulnerable to corruption, such as oil, energy
and construction.

O Ananti-corruption body should either audit public and private tradings and transactions, or
monitor who does.

* Authorities should apply sanctions (e.g. heavier taxes) and prosecute corrupt companies, in the process
increasing enforcement.

¢ Code of conduct and ethics (through model codes).

* Whistle-blower protection and witness protection during and post investigations.

* Public black lists assist individuals/investors in avoiding corrupt companies.

® Good Practice and experience sharing between countries.

3. Assessing Progress against Corruption and Rewarding Anti-corruption Leaders.

® Measuring corruption, with the assistance of the proposed UN progress reports, through various
combinations of statistics, including: GDP, income distribution, profits, unemployment, and auditing
reports produced (see above)

* Empower the media in the community and provide protection for journalists to share legitimate
information publicly.

* Encourage and generate a social and political will.

® Assessment of root causes on a country by country basis is important to clearly identify problem-
solving strategies.

* International standards set and implemented by the UN should be created for private companies to
release information. Companies that adhere to these standards will gain a “certification” of their
transparency and enhance their reputation; and observing their increase.

o This can also be used for investments.

® Corrupt leaders should have the media spotlight casted upon them.

* Awards for companies/individuals that have excelled against corruption.

® Bring anti-corruption leaders (also those awarded for their anti-corruption efforts) together to work
together.

® Online methods to assist with anti-corruption efforts to access a larger audience.

o Online public complain mechanisms to report corruption anonymously.
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o Public forums and platforms to discuss and promote anti-corruption to a wider audience (e.g.
Facebook, Twitter and discussion forums at schools).

* Identify certain goals to be reached in a set timeframe, that are reviewed by randomly qualified public
figures. This will be organized by national/international organizations.

® Support the work of anti-corruption leaders through an award based system.

® Track country-progress based on compliance with international standards (i.e. UNCAC); over set time
periods, and review standards as needed.

® Youth forum as a pilot program for the youth’s voice to be heard.
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