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  Addendum 
 
 

 II. Organization of the session 
 
 

 F. General discussion 
 
 

1. Speakers stressed the transnational nature and the devastating effects of 
corruption on political, economic and social development, as well as on democratic 
governance, the rule of law, equality and security.  

2. Speakers welcomed the States parties that had recently ratified or acceded to 
the Convention. They considered the Conference and its subsidiary bodies as 
important forums for exchanging experiences, strengthening their shared 
commitment and reaching consensual decisions for the future. Several speakers 
welcomed the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, especially Sustainable 
Development Goal 16, and noted that it provided a new impetus in the fight against 
corruption by linking anti-corruption efforts with the broader objectives of 
sustainable development. One speaker reported that his country planned to 
incorporate the 2030 Agenda into its national anti-corruption strategy.  

3. Speakers also made reference to a number of other international documents, 
including the Doha Declaration on Integrating Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice into the Wider United Nations Agenda to Address Social and Economic 
Challenges and to Promote the Rule of Law at the National and International Levels, 
and Public Participation, which was seen as an important milestone in strengthening 
the rule of law, justice and equality, and to General Assembly resolution 69/327, 
entitled “Promoting inclusive and accountable public services for sustainable 
development”. Several speakers mentioned the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the 
Third International Conference on Financing for Development, which provided a 
framework for financing development, and the Putrajaya Declaration: Zero 
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Tolerance for Impunity, adopted at the sixteenth International Anti-Corruption 
Conference, held in Putrajaya, Malaysia, in September 2015.  

4. Speakers concurred that all sectors of society had to work together for the 
fight against corruption to be successful. A number of speakers commended the 
participation of non-governmental organizations in the prevention of and fight 
against corruption. Several speakers also noted their Governments’ collaboration 
with the private sector, including in the form of public-private partnerships, while 
others specifically referred to the need to protect entrepreneurs from extortion, fraud 
and corruption. Several speakers acknowledged the role of young people, academia, 
parliamentarians and the media in preventing and raising awareness of corruption. 
Several speakers reported on legislative reform to facilitate the participation of civil 
society in the fight against corruption.  

5. A number of speakers reported on positive outcomes from the country reviews. 
They mentioned that it had enhanced multi-agency coordination, including through 
the development of implementation action plans on coordinating the follow-up to 
the review recommendations at the national level. The review process had also 
created networks, maintained the momentum of the implementation of the 
Convention and produced a wealth of anti-corruption knowledge. Some speakers 
highlighted the usefulness of the non-mandatory elements of the reviews, such as 
country visits, and encouraged other States parties to make use of them with a view 
to identifying good practices, challenges and, where applicable, related technical 
assistance needs. Improvements to relevant data-collection systems were also 
mentioned as positive outcomes of the reviews. 

6. Many speakers reported on the reforms that their countries had implemented 
pursuant to the country reviews, including the adoption of new anti-corruption 
strategies and action plans, the adoption of whistle-blower and witness protection 
legislation, the creation of new criminal offences and the establishment of criminal 
or strengthened administrative liability of legal persons.  

7. Some countries had voluntarily conducted the self-assessment with regard to 
chapters II and V, and others reported that they had already adopted reforms to 
comply with those chapters of the Convention in preparation for the second review 
cycle. Many speakers called for the launch of the second cycle by the Conference, 
and a number of speakers stressed that all provisions of chapters II and V should be 
reviewed in that cycle.  

8. Different views were expressed by speakers on a number of issues relating to 
the second cycle. According to some speakers, the Implementation Review 
Mechanism should not be changed during the second cycle, while others called for 
an evaluation of performance that would strengthen the Mechanism and take on 
board the lessons learned from the first cycle. While some speakers emphasized the 
intergovernmental nature of the Mechanism, others highlighted the importance of 
including all sectors of society in the review process. Some speakers underlined that 
the Mechanism should be funded by the regular budget of the United Nations; 
however, others recommended careful adjustments to ensure the efficient 
functioning of the Mechanism. Some speakers urged States parties to ensure that 
cost-saving measures did not compromise quality. Finally, some speakers called for 
the further streamlining of the self-assessment checklist, while others considered 
that the self-assessment checklist should not be modified from that used in the  
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first cycle, or emphasized that the streamlining of the checklist should not affect the 
quality and level of detail of the review process.  

9. Many speakers highlighted the importance of technical assistance to States’ 
efforts to implement the Convention, including for the purposes of preparing for and 
conducting country reviews, as well as to ensure the effective implementation of the 
recommendations emanating from the reviews. Many speakers noted with 
appreciation the assistance on the implementation of the Convention provided by 
UNODC, the Stolen Asset Recovery (StAR) Initiative and the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP)/UNODC joint anti-corruption programme in the 
Pacific. Some speakers highlighted the benefits of regional and South-South 
cooperation and the sharing of experiences and lessons learned. Two speakers 
discussed their experience with bodies established jointly by national authorities 
and international organizations with the mandate to fight against corruption and 
impunity at the national level. Country-led, integrated and coordinated approaches 
to technical assistance were welcomed.  

10. A number of speakers referred to the measures undertaken in their countries to 
prevent corruption, including adopting and implementing anti-corruption strategies 
and plans, often drafted as a follow-up to the reviews, and establishing  
anti-corruption bodies. Some speakers emphasized the importance of public 
administration reforms to strengthen the integrity, transparency and accountability 
of the civil service, to simplify administrative procedures, to introduce rules to 
prevent conflicts of interest and to provide for asset disclosure by public officials. 
Several speakers noted a number of important legislative reforms to prevent 
corruption, including in relation to laws on access to information and public 
procurement. Some speakers underlined that the development of training, education 
and communication programmes aimed at raising awareness of the risks associated 
with corruption was an effective way to build integrity. The use of modern, 
electronic, Internet-based technologies in areas such as asset disclosure, access to 
information, receiving and managing corruption complaints and ensuring the 
integrity of procurement was repeatedly outlined. 

11. Ending impunity was considered one of the most important aims of the fight 
against corruption. Some speakers reported on the establishment of specialized  
anti-corruption investigation authorities and on their experience in enforcing 
recently reformed provisions on bribery and new provisions on illicit enrichment. 
Some speakers mentioned that their countries had recently established  
non-conviction-based forfeiture or value-based confiscation, while others had 
adopted measures to allow for the suspension of the statute of limitations or the 
lifting of bank secrecy. One country reported on a successful experience with the 
creation of a bank account in which illegally obtained funds could be anonymously 
deposited. A number of speakers referred to measures to protect whistle-blowers and 
to encourage the reporting of corruption incidents, and to ensure the appropriate 
follow-up to such reports. Further, some speakers referred to the adoption of 
legislation enabling the State to initiate civil action for the compensation of 
damages caused by corruption.  

12. A number of speakers shared examples of successful prosecutions of  
high-level officials and the seizure and freezing of valuable assets of such officials. 
Others provided statistics on their investigations into and prosecutions of corruption 
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offences. Several speakers referred to ongoing measures strengthening the integrity 
and independence of investigators, prosecutors and the judiciary. 

13. Some speakers shared experiences of successful asset recovery and extradition 
cases. However, a number of speakers voiced concern that the implementation of 
chapter V was still insufficient, and called upon all States parties to reduce barriers 
to asset recovery, such as high evidentiary standards and cumbersome procedures. 
Reference was made to the publication of country-specific asset recovery guides and 
the draft guidelines for the efficient recovery of stolen assets.1 Some speakers 
pointed out the advantages of civil lawsuits in asset recovery cases. Speakers also 
made reference to the importance of mutual legal assistance and extradition 
proceedings and mentioned difficulties faced by their countries in successfully 
achieving international cooperation.  

14. Many speakers referred to the importance of sharing experiences, information 
and good practices, including through regional organizations, initiatives and 
networks. Regional bodies and forums also played an important role in building 
consensus and fostering strong political will in the fight against corruption. 
Examples mentioned included the Community of Latin American and Caribbean 
States and the Arab Forum for Asset Recovery. Regional implementation review 
mechanisms such as the Group of States against Corruption of the Council of 
Europe, the OECD Working Group on Bribery and Financial Action Task  
Force-style regional bodies were mentioned. Further, speakers made reference to 
networks of anti-corruption practitioners for the sharing of operational case 
information, while others reported on regional cooperation based on the 
commonalities of specific countries, for example, among small island developing 
States. One speaker reported on a regional project to develop a methodology for 
measuring corruption. Another speaker mentioned that, in his region, all States 
parties had concluded their reviews in a timely fashion with the support of regional 
technical assistance.  

15. A representative of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the 
Secretariat underlined the dangers of corruption to social order, the economy and 
security, and stressed the importance of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. The representative of UNDP emphasized that Sustainable 
Development Goal 16 provided an explicit link to the development agenda and that 
the Implementation Review Mechanism was an entry point to technical assistance. 
He stressed that the full potential of the Convention could only be reached with the 
involvement of multiple stakeholders. A representative of the International  
Anti-Corruption Academy highlighted the importance of education and  
knowledge-sharing through the empowerment of professionals to create a culture of 
non-tolerance and promote civil monitoring. A representative of the Global 
Organization of Parliamentarians against Corruption stressed the crucial role of 
parliamentarians in achieving accountability and transparency through effective 
anti-corruption mechanisms, including through cooperation with Governments and 
civil society. He also noted the recent adoption of the Yogyakarta Declaration at the 
sixth Global Conference of Parliamentarians against Corruption, held in Yogyakarta, 
Indonesia, from 6 to 8 October 2015. 

 
__________________ 

 1  Contained in CAC/COSP/WG.2/2014/CRP.4. 


