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  Report on the meeting of the Open-ended 
Intergovernmental Working Group on Technical Assistance 
held in Vienna on 18 and 19 December 2008 
 
 

 I. Introduction 
 
 

1. In its resolution 1/5, the Conference of the States Parties to the United Nations 
Convention against Corruption decided to establish an interim open-ended 
intergovernmental working group, in accordance with article 63, paragraph 4, of the 
United Nations Convention against Corruption1 and with rule 2, paragraph 2, of the 
rules of procedure for the Conference, to advise and assist the Conference in the 
implementation of its mandate on technical assistance. 

2. In the same resolution, the Conference decided that the working group should 
perform the following functions: 

 (a) Review the needs for technical assistance in order to assist the 
Conference on the basis of the information provided by States to the Conference; 

 (b) Provide guidance on priorities, based on programmes approved by the 
Conference and its directives; 

 (c) Consider information gathered through the self-assessment checklist 
approved by the Conference; 

 (d) Consider information, as appropriate and readily available and in the 
areas covered by the Convention, on technical assistance activities of the Secretariat 
and States, including successful practices, and on projects and priorities of States, 
other entities of the United Nations system and international organizations;  

 (e) Promote the coordination of technical assistance in order to avoid 
duplication. 

3. In its resolution 2/4, the Conference decided that the Open-ended 
Intergovernmental Working Group on Technical Assistance should continue its work 
to advise and assist the Conference in the implementation of the Conference’s 

__________________ 

 1  United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2349, No. 42146. 
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mandate on technical assistance; and that the Working Group should meet during the 
third session of the Conference and, as appropriate and within existing resources, 
should hold at least two intersessional meetings prior to the third session. The 
Conference also decided that the Working Group should submit reports on its 
activities to the Conference.  
 
 

 II. Organization of the meeting 
 
 

 A. Opening of the meeting 
 
 

4. The Open-ended Intergovernmental Working Group on Technical Assistance 
held its second meeting in Vienna on 18 and 19 December 2008.  

5. The meeting of the Working Group was chaired by Helmut Böck (Austria), 
Vice-President of the Conference. In opening the meeting, the Chairman recalled 
that the objective of the Working Group was to review the needs for technical 
assistance and provide guidance on priorities. In that connection, he emphasized 
that the information made available to the Working Group to fulfil its mandate had 
been gathered through the self-assessment checklist, which was the tool identified 
by the Conference to collect information from States parties and signatories on their 
implementation efforts, implementation gaps and subsequent needs for technical 
assistance. The Chairman also recalled that the Working Group was expected to 
consider means of promoting coordination of technical assistance and of leveraging 
resources.  

6. The Secretary of the Conference noted with appreciation the progress made 
since the first meeting of the Working Group, held on 1 and 2 October 2007. The 
deliberations at that meeting had been based on information provided by 37 States 
parties that had completed and submitted their self-assessment reports. The 
Secretary pointed out that the information before the second meeting of the Working 
Group was based on the responses to the self-assessment checklist received from 
70 States parties; that was almost double the response rate of the previous year and 
represented 55 per cent of the States parties to the Convention. The Secretary noted 
that while the average response rate for three of the five regional groups was 75 per 
cent, two regional groups, namely the African and the Asian and Pacific groups, had 
a response rate of 31 per cent and 42 per cent respectively. The Working Group was 
urged to consider as a possible priority for action the matter of assistance to States 
parties from those regional groups in identifying their needs. The Secretary recalled 
that a detailed analysis of States’ compliance with selected articles of the 
Convention and of technical assistance needs was contained in the background 
paper prepared by the Secretariat (CAC/COSP/WG.3/2008/2) and a catalogue of 
preliminary proposals for possible technical assistance activities to respond to needs 
identified by Member States through the self-assessment reports was contained in 
the discussion paper prepared by the Secretariat (CAC/COSP/WG.3/2008/CRP.1). In 
concluding, the Secretary of the Conference informed the Working Group that a 
“self-assessment clinic” had been set up to assist States with the submission or 
finalization of self-assessment reports.  
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 B. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work 
 
 

7. On 18 December, the Working Group adopted the following agenda: 

1. Organizational matters: 

(a) Opening of the meeting; 

(b) Adoption of the agenda and organization of work. 

2. Implementation of the mandate on technical assistance of the 
Conference: 

(a) Review of needs for technical assistance; 

(b) Guidance on priorities for technical assistance; 

(c) Coordination on technical assistance activities; 

(d) Mobilization of resources.  

3. Adoption of the report. 
 
 

 C. Attendance  
 
 

8. The following States parties to the Convention were represented at the meeting 
of the Working Group: Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, 
Belarus, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, 
Cuba, Dominican Republic, Egypt, El Salvador, Finland, France, Guatemala, 
Hungary, Indonesia, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
Lithuania, Malaysia, Mexico, Mongolia, Namibia, Netherlands, Nigeria, Norway, 
Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, 
Russian Federation, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, United States 
of America, Uruguay and Yemen. 

9. The following States signatories to the Convention were represented by 
observers: Bahrain, Brunei Darussalam, Germany, Iran (Islamic Republic of), 
Ireland, Japan, Saudi Arabia, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic and 
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of). 

10. The European Community, a regional economic integration organization that is 
a party to the Convention, was represented at the meeting. 

11. Oman, an observer State, was also represented. 

12. Palestine, an entity maintaining a permanent observer mission to the United 
Nations, was represented. 

13. The following Secretariat units, United Nations bodies, funds and 
programmes, institutes of the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 
Programme network, specialized agencies and other organizations of the United 
Nations system were represented by observers: Office of Internal Oversight Services 
of the Secretariat, Office of Legal Affairs, United Nations Development Programme 
and Asia and Far East Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of 
Offenders. 
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14. The following intergovernmental organizations were represented by observers: 
Asian-African Legal Consultative Organization, Council of Arab Ministers of the 
Interior, Eurojust, International Organization for Migration, Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development and Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe. 

15. The Sovereign Military Order of Malta, an entity maintaining a permanent 
observer office at Headquarters, was represented. 

16. The International Association of Anti-Corruption Authorities, an international 
organization, was also represented by an observer. 
 
 

 III. Implementation of the mandate on technical assistance of 
the Conference of the States Parties to the United Nations 
Convention against Corruption 
 
 

17. Speakers stressed the crucial role of technical assistance in promoting the 
implementation of the Convention. The information available to the Working Group 
to guide the discussion on the review of needs for technical assistance was greatly 
appreciated, as was the way in which that information had been presented.  

18. It was acknowledged that information on States parties’ implementation 
efforts, implementation gaps and subsequent needs for technical assistance had been 
collected through the self-assessment checklist, which was the tool identified by the 
Conference for that purpose. Although the checklist provided an overview of 
technical assistance needs in relation to only 15 articles of the Convention, such an 
overview was regarded as a valid starting point. Speakers observed that the 
checklist currently enabled a review of the demand side of technical assistance and 
requested that similar information be collected and disseminated in relation to the 
supply side. 

19. Speakers took note with appreciation of the Secretariat’s efforts to analyse 
information provided through the checklist and of the preliminary proposals for 
technical assistance activities to meet the identified needs as described in the 
discussion paper prepared by the Secretariat (CAC/COSP/WG.3/2008/CRP.1). 
Support was expressed for several of those proposals, it being noted that legal 
assistance to facilitate domestication of the Convention, in particular of the 
mandatory offences introduced by it, and accumulation of knowledge on normative 
assistance available were of primary importance. Speakers emphasized the need for 
a directory of experts and trainers, for exchanges of national experts, for assistance 
in acquiring and operating computer-assisted and other tools and for the 
identification and dissemination of good practices to prevent and fight corruption; 
some speakers felt it was important to take into account gender issues in the 
formulation of anti-corruption programmes.  

20. Subsequently, the meeting addressed the issue of identification of technical 
assistance needs. The Working Group agreed that needs for technical assistance in 
implementing the Convention had to be identified by the recipient State. Speakers 
expressed the hope that the work of the other working groups mandated by the 
Conference and the establishment of the mechanism for reviewing the 
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implementation of the Convention would further facilitate identification and 
provision of technical assistance. 

21. The Working Group raised the issue of levels of delivery of technical 
assistance. In that respect, the Secretary of the Conference noted that the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), in compliance with relevant 
resolutions of the Conference, had adopted an approach formulated on several 
levels. It was stressed that in certain areas the commonality of needs was such that 
action could be planned and usefully undertaken at the global level. Those areas 
included the development of specialized expertise and the accumulation and 
dissemination of knowledge on the Convention and of its potential for preventing 
and fighting corruption. To complement the global dimension, UNODC had 
launched thematic and regional programmes designed to deliver assistance in the 
areas covered by its mandate. The regional approach, adopted to capitalize on 
commonalities that groups of States might present, was paralleled by the 
formulation of national programmes designed to address country-specific 
necessities. Speakers emphasized the importance of promoting South-South 
cooperation, as expertise could be utilized at different levels. They stressed the need 
for UNODC-facilitated regional workshops to further promote identification of 
technical assistance needs and subsequent delivery of such assistance.  

22. Speakers also emphasized the importance of sharing knowledge and expertise 
in the context of technical assistance delivery. In that connection, the need to 
identify and disseminate best practices was highlighted. That was particularly 
important in asset recovery, which was identified as an area in which many States 
needed technical assistance. Technical assistance in that innovative area needed to 
be based on knowledge and good practices. Therefore, the Working Group 
supported the development of a database containing models and guides to best 
practices in the area of asset recovery. 

23. Speakers reiterated that the delivery of technical assistance had to be informed 
by the guiding principles on aid effectiveness expressed in the Paris Declaration on 
Aid Effectiveness; those principles included flexibility, transparency and respect for 
priorities identified by recipient States.  

24. Subsequently, the meeting addressed the need to establish or strengthen 
mechanisms to promote the coordination of technical assistance in support of States’ 
efforts to implement the Convention. While recognizing the value of existing 
mechanisms, speakers stressed that for coordination to be effective, it had to be 
pursued at the national level and had to involve the donor, the partner State and 
UNODC. The majority of the speakers supported the initiatives to further promote 
coordination as contained in CAC/COSP/WG.3/2008/CRP.1, in particular the use of 
a matrix to map needs identified through the self-assessment checklist and to 
facilitate matching those needs with technical assistance delivery. Furthermore, 
speakers stressed the importance of the country-based approaches to programming 
and delivery that were integrated into existing coordination mechanisms. In that 
regard, speakers supported the testing of methods for improved in-country 
coordination in a small number of States, selected at their request and with full 
UNODC involvement, with the experiences and results being reported subsequently 
to the Conference.  
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25. On the issue of coordination, the Secretary of the Conference recognized that 
the effective implementation of the Convention was intrinsically related to the 
consideration and, where necessary, the adjustment of the requirements of criminal 
justice systems. In that regard, he observed that for technical assistance to be 
effective and generate sustainable results, coordination had to be paralleled by 
long-term programmes of action characterized by coherence, consistency and 
quality of delivery.  

26. A presentation was made on a paper prepared by the Network on Governance 
of the Development Assistance Committee of the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (CAC/COSP/WG.3/2008/CRP.2). The paper, 
structured in four thematic areas, represented an effort by the donor community to 
integrate the Convention into donors’ policies at the country level.  

27. It was stated that the information contained in the documentation before the 
Working Group was useful for identifying priorities for technical assistance. The 
findings emerging from the self-assessment process enabled a preliminary 
classification of priorities by type of assistance most requested in relation to certain 
provisions and by needs of different regions. 

28. The initiatives proposed by the Secretariat in CAC/COSP/WG.3/2008/CRP.1 
were regarded as important and useful by many speakers. There was support in 
principle for the proposal to establish a pool of anti-corruption experts. It was 
agreed that States parties should be informed through their permanent missions to 
the United Nations of the need for candidates to make up that pool. A few speakers 
requested that more information on modalities and terms of reference be provided in 
due course, possibly by way of a project document.  
 
 

 IV. Conclusions and recommendations 
 
 

29. The Working Group welcomed the proposal to establish a pool of anti-
corruption experts and recommended that the pool should be regarded as a directory 
of experts and should be developed by UNODC in such a way that the Office and 
other technical assistance providers could consult it for the identification of 
expertise appropriate to the activity at hand. The Working Group gave UNODC the 
task of reporting on the development of such a pool of experts at the next meeting of 
the Working Group and requested UNODC to seek the required voluntary funding 
for that activity, following its established procedures. 

30. The Working Group endorsed the other proposals for technical assistance 
contained in CAC/COSP/WG.3/2008/CRP.1 and recommended that the matrix 
proposed to map technical assistance activities at the bilateral, regional or global 
levels should be developed and further expanded in order to provide an overview of 
the needs identified and of the supply side of technical assistance.  

31. The Working Group, appreciating the need to accumulate knowledge and 
expertise in three specific areas covered by the Convention, namely prevention, 
criminalization and asset recovery, recommended that panels of experts in the 
delivery of technical assistance in those areas should be convened before the  
third session of the Conference.  
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32. The Working Group took note with appreciation of the response rate of 
55 per cent to the self-assessment checklist and acknowledged that developing 
countries might need technical assistance to fulfil their reporting obligations. The 
Working Group recommended that the Secretariat should provide, upon request, 
non-reporting States parties with the necessary assistance to use and complete the 
self-assessment checklist.  

33. The Working Group, recognizing the need to generate, manage and 
disseminate knowledge on substantive aspects of the Convention and its potential, 
recommended that personnel of technical assistance providers, especially staff in the 
field, should be adequately informed of and trained in those aspects. 

34. The Working Group reiterated the importance of enhanced coordination among 
providers and recipients of technical assistance in implementing the Convention and 
stressed the necessity of identifying ways to fully meet the needs expressed by 
recipients. To that end, the Working Group concluded that country-based integrated 
and coordinated programming and delivery should be promoted further, where it 
does not exist, and recommended that UNODC should participate fully in such 
processes.  
 
 

 V. Adoption of the report 
 
 

35. On 19 December, the Working Group adopted the report on its second meeting 
(CAC/COSP/WG.3/2008/L.1 and Add.1). 

 


