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17 March 2015 
 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
 

The United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) is the only global legally binding 

instrument in the fight against corruption. Having entered into force in 2005, it already has 174 States 

parties and is rapidly approaching universal adherence. In order to improve capacity and cooperation 

amongst Governments and to promote and review the implementation of the Convention, the Conference 

of the States Parties (CoSP) was established, with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

(UNODC) serving as the secretariat.  

The fifth Session of the CoSP was held in Panama City in November 2013 and brought together 

over 150 States and international organizations, as well as civil society and private sector representatives. 

At this session, it was widely recognized that corruption has a significant impact on the private sector and 

that the private sector has a vital role to play in the fight against corruption. Resolution 5/6 on the Private 

Sector was adopted, marking the first time that the private sector has been the focus of a resolution at the 

Conference. This resolution urges States, amongst other prevention measures, to raise awareness within 

the whole private sector on the need to establish and implement appropriate anti-corruption ethics and 

compliance programmes; promote the engagement of the business community in the prevention of 

corruption; and foster increased dialogue and cooperation between the public and the private sector in 

anti-corruption efforts.  A copy of the resolution is attached for ease of reference.  

At the CoSP, it was also decided in resolution 5/4, that the Intergovernmental Working Group on 

Prevention, a group which was established to advise and assist the CoSP on the prevention of corruption, 

should seek inputs from the private sector, in accordance with the Convention and its rules of procedure.  

 

UNODC, therefore, requests the private sector to share relevant initiatives, practices, experiences 

and recommendations relating to the topics of discussion, both of importance to the private sector, for the 

next session of the Working Group on Prevention, to be held from 31 August to 2 September 2015 in 

Vienna. The topics will be: 

 
(a) Measures to prevent money-laundering (art. 14); 

(b) Integrity in public procurement processes and transparency and accountability in the 

management of public finances (arts. 9 and 10). 
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UNODC also seeks the inputs of the private sector concerning resolution 5/6 on the Private Sector, 

as well as how the private sector can best contribute to the prevention of corruption and the work of the 

Conference of the States Parties.  

UNODC would be grateful for any pertinent information that is provided to the Secretary of the 

Conference of the States Parties to the United Nations Convention against Corruption, United Nations 

Office on Drugs and Crime, Vienna International Centre, P.O. Box 500, 1400 Vienna, Austria, to Fax: +43 

1 26060 6711 or to e-mail uncac.cop@unodc.org, no later than 24 April 2015.  

Please note that contributions from the private sector will become part of the background 

materials prepared to assist in the deliberations of the next Working Group on Prevention.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dimitri Vlassis 
Officer-in-Charge 

   Division for Treaty Affairs 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 








