Women belng traﬁacked as sex slaves

~into Punjab Haryan UNexpert

o light from some‘areasin nthe
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- HUMAN trafficking, the -

second most illicit trade after
arms arid drug trafficking, is
fast becoming prevalent in the
two prosperous states of the

northern region - Haryana -
'andPun]ab -inthe form of sex -

slaves as-young girls from .
states like' West Bengal and - ']
Bihar are subjected to sexial -
explm ation’ by Iandlords in: -

some areas in the region. -

SWasthaua,Pm]cctAssom-_ -
ateof United Nations Office on’

Drugsand Crime said thiswhile

descnbmg the human traffick-
mg sce 'ano here on Wednes-'

resourceperson at the

three-day training programine

of the people on “Anti-uman

trafficking programme” being
held at Pun]ab PohoeAcademy'

—_— e -~

(PPA) Phillaur, Rana said an’

authentic research on human -~

trafficking vindicates preva-

-lence of forced marriages and
" the phenomenon is specxﬁc to

the twostatesonly.
The programme  is bemg
conducted jointly by UN Office

of Drugs Control and Crime
-and Bureay of Police Research |
-and Development, Ministry of .
{Home Affairsand PPA, -~ "2
“Though there are o mea- -,
_ surcs Or concrete statistics on = * -
. the.extent and magnitude of -
‘the ‘human ‘trafficking and
 comimercial sexual exploitation
- inthe coimtry, the problem is -
“widely affecting women and "
“children,” she informs, “How-
" “ever, it is true that India s fast .-
" beingtransported hiere and are
used as sex slaves apart from
employing them as farm’
- labourersin some cases,
. In_her presentation. on

becommg a hot-spot destina-

tion for child ‘sex tourism, -
- 'whichis now coming tolight as -
sasa thiiving business,” she said.
'inheotherhand,theprob- :

lem' lnP_unJab and Haryana ex-
“ists because of preference for
'male child. The nomber of girls
has gone down in these two
. states

and consequenily
women from other states are

Swast1 Rana, prolect associate of UN ofﬁce at a tralnlng '
programme held at PPA in Phllraur Express phofo '

“Concepts and dlDlBIlSiOI}S of .
" trafficking” made before 25
police officers from different.

districts of the state and
Chandigarh, Rana . high-

lighted the . difference beé-

tween buman trafficking and

human smuggling along with *
“various other aspectspertam—

ing tothe problem.’

Vanousmmdsms havg écmc 1

state where women biought

- from different states are em-

ployed by Iandlords and are

.usedassexslaw}’es Thewomen
‘are later on left to fend for
themselves aftet they bear ba-
. bies. However, what is surpris-

ing is the fact that they do not
becorne complainant because

‘they have to’ suppert their

fivelihood, Andthisleads to an

_ <unsqcuredff|imfe fortheir chil-
‘dren also,” said MF Fartoqui,

deputy. director {Indoor) at’

" PPA.Inorderto tackle human

trafficking i the state; Project

“Coordinator of UNODC, Dr

Geeta Sekhon said the team

“would recommend the Min-

istry of Home Affairs toestab-

. lish districtunits in the states to.
“particulatly fight human traf-

ficking, incidents of which are *
increasingly commg to hght'




