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5.1. Opiates: Wholesale, street prices and purity levels 
 
Prices in Europe and in USA, 1990-2005 

 

EUROPE 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005**

Austria 270       250         203        132           138        103        87           70           94          57           75           44            92           68          75           74         

Belgium 90         105          105        77             75          75          56           37           41          41           37           27            29           31          32           32         

Denmark 287       265          151        139           228        191        157         188         147        175         116         111          126         122        94           88         

Finland 800       696          770        724           606        455        414         257         254        250         207         121          188         195       195        195       

France 145       153          150        135           144        170        156         113         119        111         32      34            47           57          68           69         

Germany 105       75            96          74             91          90          74           51           43          45           39           38            38           46          49           48         

Greece 120       175          63          44             105        88          77           80           55          55           55           53            45           65          51           31         

Italy 167       148          140        29             55          41          115         98           120        95           71           68            59           63          69           68         

Luxembourg 172       150         150       150          172        202        138         141         133        126         69           67            67          45          76           76         

Netherlands 49         50           55          49             55          61          48           55           34          30           25           43            35           40          57           57         

Norway 1,680    525          510        275           349        300        282         198         186        166         128         157          165         198        148         148       

Iceland 184       376         374       407          380        410        377         372         372        372        372        372         372        372       372        372       

Portugal 83         82            72          63             65          79          68           55           74          37           45           45            41           54          52           52         

Spain 175       185         180       126          132        120        112         88           82          75           59           57            61           75          81           80         

Sweden* 225       210         195       180          165        337        346         135         130        126 113 129 133 128 119 92

Switzerland 312       221          248        126           164        190        116         81           96          167         53           45            39           48         48          48         

United Kingdom 157       144          144       134           129        125        108         118         120        108         107         86            91           100        110         93         

Ireland 196       180         180       168          161        179        275         228         213        204         176         170          179         179        248         252       

Average unweighted in US-$ 290       222          210        168           179        179        167         131         128        124         99           93            100         105        108         104       

inflation adjustment in US-$ 433       318          293        228           235        229        208         160         154        146         112         102          109         111        112         104       

Weighted average in US-$ 173       149          147        107           118        119        118         93           94          87           64           59            62           70          75           71         

Adjusted for inflation in US-$ 259       214          204        144           156        153        146         114         113        102         72           65            68           74          78           71         

Weighted average in Euro 136       120          113        91             100        91          93           82           84          81           69           66            66           62          61           57         

Adjusted for inflation in Euro 196       165          149        116           123        110        110         95           96          91           76           71            70           65          62           57         

Sources: UNODC ARQ and EUROPOL. ** Data available till November 2005

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

USA 281       279          268        268           204        196        170         151         162        137         126         110          88           116        152         

Adjusted for inflation 420       400          373        362           268        251        212         184         194        160         143         121          95           123        157         
Sources: ONDCP: 1990-2000 data, UNODC ARQ: 2001-2002 data, ONDCP, The Price & Purity of Illicit Drugs 1981-2003, for 2003 and CEWG  for 2004.

EUROPE 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005**

Austria 55,244 46,145 63,000 36,000 37,752 30,491 30,222 28,831 34,565 31,087 25,026 19,553 23,547 33,900 37,260 36,168

Belgium 30,000 30,000 28,500 26,600 29,586 32,580 24,307 21,761 20,847 18,557 18,360 20,292 22,229 20,960 23,040 23,336

Denmark 110,000 100,000 85,000 95,000 117,625 106,805 86,806 100,465 65,693 61,507 23,585 32,889 20,803 41,770 32,820 37,741

Finland 353,774 353,774 353,774 353,774 353,774 353,774 321,586 199,442 197,856 194,357 161,034 44,840 51,804 51,800 68,314 69,192

France 180,000 72,250 80,000 63,750 75,000 66,035 46,603 32,230 25,885 25,596 22,158 26,906 23,547 28,250 31,050 31,450

Germany 45,244 36,145 41,667 35,206 36,448 35,256 27,890 25,686 25,608 24,770 20,263 17,816 20,325 21,510 25,723 25,765

Greece 90,000 70,000 35,000 28,000 29,536 34,362 39,090 28,775 21,020 20,714 17,320 16,592 17,425 18,650 17,540 14,782

Italy 67,500 60,000 108,000 42,581 47,690 35,786 48,152 37,795 36,459 36,894 31,163 32,979 33,669 29,830 30,109 30,496

Luxembourg 86,000 75,000 75,000 49,500 86,000 57,079 59,852 54,786 52,630 50,368 48,000 50,369 50,369 24,700 43,473 31,450

Netherlands 23,850 25,000 26,550 23,850 23,850 24,384 20,572 13,810 14,056 16,985 14,703 15,757 29,199 17,730 17,730 17,730

Norway 220,000 200,000 212,500 151,099 101,744 85,000 72,520 62,209 64,918 49,872 44,561 35,874 37,676 48,234 52,790 52,790

Portugal 50,000 55,000 46,667 31,500 32,428 43,171 45,902 38,841 30,483 29,339 25,398 31,310 25,839 31,000 34,075 34,512

Spain 160,000 125,000 122,500 91,000 74,418 79,880 84,395 63,880 52,755 53,820 43,596 32,000 41,202 48,420 46,350 47,055

Sweden* 140,000 130,000 115,000 95,000 117,625 62,655 64,829 65,771 63,190 61,022 41,626 33,702 34,738 41,900 31,648 28,620

Switzerland 124,000 153,800 228,875 47,460 52,823 54,850 41,665 37,234 34,294 33,422 29,568 16,082 19,149 22,340 23,580 37,741

United Kingdom 53,940 43,940 43,500 43,210 42,500 42,004 34,846 39,491 41,667 29,126 26,718 25,926 30,620 34,340 39,041 39,041

Ireland 63,940 53,940 53,500 53,210 52,500 81,479 77,643 36,531 34,396 43,478 37,600 36,441 36,441 30,510 30,510 33,967

* Calculation for Sweden is based on brown heroin price (80%) and white heroin price (20%)

Average unweighted in US_$ 109,029 95,882 101,120 74,514 77,135 72,094 66,287 52,208 48,019 45,936 37,099 28,784 30,505 32,108 34,415 34,814

infl.adj. in US-$ 162,918 137,487 140,760 100,710 101,650 92,388 82,510 63,528 57,534 53,849 42,075 31,742 33,116 34,080 35,581 34,814

Weighted average in US-$ 93,652  68,208     77,441   54,923      56,381   52,570   48,000    39,481    36,529   34,283    28,509    25,809     28,196    30,340   32,326    32,737

Inflation adj. (kg) in US-$ 139,940 97,805 107,800 74,231 74,300 67,369 59,747 48,042 43,767 40,189 32,333 28,461 30,610 32,203 33,421 32,737

Inflation adj. (gram) in US-$ 140 98 108 74 74 67 60 48 44 40 32 28 31 32 33 33

Weighted in Euro (g) 74 55 60 47 47 40 38 35 33 32 31 29 30 27 26 26

Inflation adjusted in Euro (g) 106 75 79 60 59 49 45 40 37 36 34 31 32 28 27 26
Sources: UNODC ARQ and EUROPOL.
* Calculation for Sweden is based on brown heroin price (80%) and white heroin price (20%) ** Data available till November 2005

USA 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

Average in US-$ 162,500 155,000 150,000 146,000 142,500 146,000 141,875 129,375 125,000 107,000 81,200 59,500 50,750 65,500   68,800    

Inflation adj. (kg) in US-$ 242,818 222,258 208,803 197,327 187,788 187,098 176,598 157,426 149,770 125,433 92,093 65,615 55,094 69,523 71,131

Inflation adj. (gram) in US-$ 235 215 202 191 182 181 171 152 145 121 89 63 53 70 71

Source: UNODC ARQ, CEWG for 2004.

Retail prices (street price), US$/gram

Wholesale, US$/kg
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Region / country or territory Typical Year Typical Year
Africa

Southern Africa
Zambia 8.9       8.7    - 8.9       2004

Americas
North America

Canada 37.4     22.4  - 82.2     2004 17,189.8    16,442.5     - 26,158.4     2004
United States 34.0     28.0  - 40.0     2004 31,500.0    28,000.0     - 35,000.0     2004

South America
Colombia 0.3       2003 168.0         152.0          - 190.0          2004

Asia
Central Asia  and Transcaucasia

Armenia 2.5       2.5    - 3.5       2003
Georgia 17.5     15.0  - 20.0     2003
Kazakhstan 5.0       2.0    - 7.0       2004 1,600.0      2004
Kyrgyzstan 1.3       1.0    - 1.5       2004 1,250.0      1,000.0       - 1,500.0       2004
Tajikistan 1.0       0.6    - 1.3       40.0    - 90.0    2003 500.0         200.0          - 1,000.0       2004
Turkmenistan 3,720.0      2003
Uzbekistan 4,750.0      2,500.0       - 7,000.0       2004

East and South-East Asia
China 1.8       1.0    - 3.0       2004
Indonesia 31.1     28.3  - 33.9     2004
Japan 27.8     2004 3,940.0      2003
Laos 600.0         500.0          - 600.0          2004
Malaysia 1.5       1.3    - 1.6       2003 657.7         526.1          - 657.7          2004
Myanmar 0.3       0.2    - 0.4       2004
Republic of Korea 30.3     17.3  - 43.3     2004 5,190.3      2004
Singapore 4,870.0      4,580.0       - 5,160.0       2003
Vietnam 350.0         320.0          - 380.0          2005

Near and Middle East /South-West Asia
Afghanistan 0.1       - 95.0    - 98.0    2004 165.5         153.0          - 178.0          70.0  - 90.0  2004
Iran ( Islamic Republic of) 1.9       2004 1,600.0      2004
Lebanon 17,000.0    15,000.0     - 25,000.0     90.0  2004
Pakistan 0.5       0.4    - 0.7       2004 450.9         265.3          - 636.6          2004
Qatar 4.0       2003 3,200.0      3,300.0       - 4,110.0       2003
Syrian Arab Republic 6.0       4.0    - 7.0       30.0    - 70.0    2004 4,000.0      3,000.0       - 5,000.0       30.0  - 70.0  2004
United Arab Emirates 3,350.0      2,700.0       - 4,000.0       2004

South Asia
Bangladesh 2.0       1.5    - 2.5       20.0    - 40.0    2004 1,200.0      1,000.0       - 1,500.0       2004
India 224.1         112.1          - 336.2          2004
Sri Lanka 5.6       4.1    - 7.2       2004

Europe
East Europe

Belarus 10.0     2004 6,500.0      2004

Russian Federation 12.7     6.5    - 25.3     2004 8,550.0      1,980.0       - 17,800.0     2004

Southeast Europe
FYR of Macedonia 683.1         621.0          - 745.3          2004

Romania 7.5       6.2    - 8.7       2004 3,726.3      3,105.2       - 4,347.3       2004

Turkey 1,863.1      1,738.9       - 1,987.3       2004

West and Central Europe
Austria 10.6     8.7    - 12.4     2004 2,980.3      2,484.2       - 3,477.8       2004

Czech Rep. 3.8       2004 2,269.3      2004

France 16.6     2003

Norway 37.3     2004 12,731.3    10,557.7     - 14,905.0     2004

Sweden 6,216.6      2004

 OPIUM
Retail and wholesale prices and purity levels:

breakdown by drug, region and country or territory
(prices expressed in US$ or converted equivalent, and purity levels in percentage)

Range Purity Range Purity
RETAIL PRICE (per gram) WHOLESALE PRICE (per kilogram)
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Region / country or territory Typical Year Typical Year

Africa
East Africa

Kenya (Heroin no.3) 12.9      12.9      - 19.4      2004 16,145.4      12,916.6      - 19,374.8      2004
          (Heroin no.4) 15.5      15.5      - 23.3      2004 22,604.0      19,374.8      - 25,833.1      2004
Mauritius 364.0    2003
Uganda (Heroin no.3) 12.5      10.0      - 15.0      2004 30,000.0      25,000.0      - 40,000.0      2003
            (Heroin no.4) 17.5      15.0      - 20.0      2004
United Republic of Tanzania 18.0      16.0      - 22.0      2003 18,000.0      15,000.0      - 20,000.0      2003

North Africa
Morocco 52.4      47.1      - 57.6      2003 26,180.0      20,940.0      - 36,650.0      2003

Southern Africa
Namibia (Heroin no.3 & 4.) 75.7      53.0      - 83.3      2004
South Africa 44.8      2004
Swaziland 39.8      33.2      - 46.4      2003 31,840.0      23,880.0      - 39,800.0      2003
Zimbabwe 49.3      43.8      - 54.8      2004

West and Central Africa
Burkina Faso 43.3      43.3      - 51.9      2003
Congo 9.3        2004 9,270.2        9,270.2        - 11,124.3      2004
Gabon 92.7      55.6      - 111.2    2004
Ghana (Heroin no.4) 19.0      16.0      - 22.0      2004 19,000.0      16,000.0      - 22,000.0      2004
Guinea 17.5      15.0      - 20.0      2003 17,500.0      15,000.0      - 20,000.0      2003
Nigeria (Heroin no.3) 15,057.4      2004
           (Heroin no.4) 22,586.1      2004
Togo (Heroin no.1) 1.9        2004

Americas
Caribbean

Dominican R. 30.0      2004
Trinidad Tobago 129.2    2004 6,540.0        2003

Central America
El Salvador 69.0      65.0      - 70.0      2004 75,000.0      70,000.0      - 80,000.0      2004
Honduras 5.3        2.6        - 7.9        2004 18,000.0      16,000.0      - 20,000.0      85.0   - 93.0   2003

North America
Canada (Heroin no.3) 186.9    149.0    - 299.0    2004 59,790.0      2004
            (Heroin no.4) 261.6    261.6    - 597.9    2004 71,001.5      59,790.7      - 168,161.4    2004
Mexico  (Heroin no.4) 32,850.0      2004
United States  (Heroin no.4) 95.0      25.0      - 462.0    2004 66,250.0      16,000.0      - 125,000.0    2004
                     (Black Tar) 60.0      50.0      - 75.0      2004 33,000.0      16,000.0      - 50,000.0      2004

South America
Argentina 110,000.0    100,000.0    - 120,000.0    2004
Colombia (Heroin no.4) 9.0        2004 10,149.1      2004
Ecuador 10,000.0      8,000.0        - 12,000.0      2003
Venezuela (Heroin no.4) 7.6        6.4        - 7.6        2003 8,590.0        950.0           - 9,550.0        2003

Asia
Central Asia and Transcaucasia

Armenia 135.0    120.0    - 150.0    2003
Georgia 100.0    90.0      - 200.0    2004
Kazakhstan 17.0      11.0      - 22.0      2004 10,000.0      8,000.0        - 12,000.0      2004
Kyrgyzstan (Heroin no.4) 4.5        4.0        - 5.0        2004 4,500.0        4,000.0        - 5,000.0        2004
Tajikistan (Heroin no.3) 1.9        1.3        - 2.6        2003 1,500.0        1,000.0        - 2,000.0        2004
              (Heroin no.4) 6,500.0        4,000.0        - 8,000.0        2004
Uzbekistan 16,000.0      7,000.0        - 25,000.0      2003

East and South-East Asia
China 36.2      18.1      - 96.5      2004
Hong Kong SAR, China (no.4) 46.0      41.1      - 50.8      2004 37,299.0      29,341.6      - 47,680.2      2004
Indonesia 33.9      2004
Japan 417.4    278.3    - 556.6    2004 42,000.0      28,000.0      - 56,000.0      2004
Laos 12,000.0      10,000.0      - 14,000.0      2004
Macau SAR, China 50.0      37.0      - 62.0      2004
Malaysia (Heroin no.3) 4.8        4.3        - 5.3        2003 5,263.5        3,949.0        - 6,578.0        2004
              (Heroin no.4) 12.6      12.0      - 13.3      2003 7,892.0        7,365.9        - 7,892.0        2004
Myanmar (Heroin no.4) 7.0        3.5        - 11.7      2004
Singapore (Heroin no.3) 132.4    117.7    - 147.1    2004 9,885.0        9,400.0        - 10,370.0      2004
Thailand 93.0      11.0      - 175.0    2004
Vietnam 16,000.0      14,000.0      - 18,000.0      2005

Range Purity

(prices expressed in US$ or converted equivalent, and purity levels in percentage)

RETAIL PRICE (per gram) WHOLESALE PRICE (per kilogram)

HEROIN
Retail and wholesale prices and purity levels:

breakdown by drug, region and country or territory

Range Purity

63 (50-75)

45 (30-60)

39

5

28 (15-40)

20

85 (80-90)

35 (28-45)

15 (10-20)

84

75 (62-85)

62 ( 54-68)

37 (15-60)

20.6

17.5 (10-25)

35 (10-60)

75 (60-90)

72 (70-76)
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Region / country or territory Typical Year Typical YearPurity Range Purity

(prices expressed in US$ or converted equivalent, and purity levels in percentage)

RETAIL PRICE (per gram) WHOLESALE PRICE (per kilogram)

HEROIN
Retail and wholesale prices and purity levels:

breakdown by drug, region and country or territory

Range

Near and Middle East/ South- West Asia
Afghanistan  (Heroin no.3) 1.4       1.2      - 1.5      2004 1,600.0       1,350.0       - 1,850.0       2004

                   (Heroin no.4) 2.0       1.6      - 2.4      2004 4,000.0       3,000.0       - 5,000.0       2004
Pakistan (Heroin no.3) 2.0       1.8      - 2.1      2004 2,520.0       1,503.1       - 3,536.8       2004
              (Heroin no.4) 2.2       1.8      - 2.7      2004 4,076.2       3,200.0       - 4,951.5       2004

Iran ( Islamic Republic of) 7.4       2.3      12.5    2004 3,876.0       2004

Israel 45.0     20.0    - 60.0    2004 17,770.0     11,100.0     - 35,500.0     2003

Lebanon (Heroin no.3) 35.0     30.0    - 40.0    2004 20,000.0     15,000.0     - 25,000.0     2004

             (Heroin no.4) 40.0     2004 40,000.0     35,000.0     - 45,000.0     2004

Syrian Arab Republic 20.0     18.0    - 22.0    2004 17,000.0     15,000.0     - 19,000.0     2003

South Asia
Bangladesh (Heroin no.3) 8.0       7.0      - 10.0    2004 6,000.0       5,000.0       - 7,000.0       2004

                 (Heroin no.4) 9.0       8.0      - 12.0    2004 8,000.0       7,000.0       - 9,000.0       2004

India 4,480.0       3,360.0       - 11,210.0     2004

Nepal 9.3       5.3      - 13.4    2003 4,000.0       2,670.0       - 5,340.0       2003
Sri Lanka (Heroin no.3) 20.0     17.4    - 22.5    2004

Europe
East Europe

Belarus (Heroin no.3) 53.3     2004 23,900.0     2004

Moldova R. 60.3     50.28 - 67.0    2004

Russian Federation 42.3     26.8    - 107.2  2004 19,150.0     8,300.0       - 30,000.0     2003

Southeast Europe
Bulgaria (Heroin no.3) 34.2     31.1    - 37.3    2004 9,610.0       2003

Croatia 49.4     32.9    - 65.9    2004 17,890.0     14,910.0     - 20,870.0     2003
FYR of Macedonia 21.7     18.6    - 24.8    2004 12,150.0     11,300.0     - 13,000.0     2003

Romania (Heroin no.3) 24.8     18.6    - 31.1    2004 15,526.0     12,420.8     - 18,631.2     2004

Serbia and Montenegro 40.4     31.1    - 49.7    2004 14,130.0     11,300.0     - 16,950.0     2003

Turkey 14.9     12.4    - 17.4    2004 9,936.7       2004

West and Central Europe
Austria (Heroin no.3) 74.5     62.1    - 87.0    2004 37,262.5     31,052.0     - 43,472.9     2004

           (Heroin no.4) 111.8   99.4    - 124.2  2004 74,524.9     68,314.5     - 80,735.3     2004

Belgium (Heroin no.3) 32.3     2004 23,040.6     2004

Cyprus (Heroin no.3) 120.7   2004 30,912.9     2004

           (Heroin no.4) 180.1   2004 31,784.9     2004

Czech Republic (Heroin no.3) 40.9     31.2    - 70.1    2004 29,611.2     15,588.0     - 58,440.0     2004

Denmark (Heroin no.3) 98.5     65.7    - 196.9  2004 32,819.2     24,614.4     - 41,024.0     2004

              (Heroin no.4) 164.1   65.6    - 328.2  2004 65,638.3     65,638.3     - 98,457.5     2004

Estonia (Heroin no.4) 93.2     2004 31,673.1     2004

Finland (Heroin no.4) 248.4   186.3 - 310.5  2004 68,314.5     2004

France (Heroin no.3) 74.5     62.1    - 99.4    2004 31,052.0     2004

           (Heroin no.4) 99.4     74.5    - 149.1  2004 49,683.3     2004

Germany (Heroin no.3) 49.1     2004 25,723.5     2004

Greece (Heroin no.3) 51.2     2004 17,544.4     2004

            (Heroin no.4) 74.5     2004 25,462.7     2004

Hungary (Heroin no.3) 58.9     47.9    - 70.4    2004 16,768.1     14,905.0     - 18,631.2     2004

Ireland (Heroin no. 3) 248.4   223.6 - 273.3  2004

Italy (Heroin no. 3) 67.5     59.2    - 75.9    2004 30,109.4     26,759.7     - 33,459.0     2004

       (Heroin no. 4) 101.4   92.0    - 110.8  2004 47,961.4     43,836.4     - 52,086.3     2004

Latvia 93.2     87.0    - 99.4    2004 31,050.0     2004

Lithuania (Heroin no.3) 57.6     22.4    - 64.6    2004 20,693.1     2004

Luxembourg (Heroin no.3) 88.7     75.9    - 101.4  2004 43,472.9     2004

Malta (Heroin no.3) 73.6     58.9    - 88.3    2004

Netherlands 56.6     2004 17,730.0     15,820.0     - 20,340.0     2003

Norway (Heroin no.3) 147.5   2004 52,522.7     2004

            (Heroin no.4) 217.4   124.2 - 310.5  2004 17,520.0     2003

Poland 55.9     46.0    - 62.1    2004 28,940.0     26,310.0     - 31,580.0     2003

Portugal (Heroin no.3) 51.7     2004 45,940.9     34,075.3     - 57806.4805 2004

Slovakia 31.0     27.9    - 43.4    2004 15,070.0     14,130.0     - 16,480.0     2002

Slovenia (Heroin no.3) 39.6     23.0    - 56.3    2004 25,152.2     2004

             (Heroin no.4) 76.3     73.5    - 79.1    2003

Spain (Heroin no.3) 79.7     2004 46,354.5     200448

90 (85-95)

60 (70-80)

40 (30-50)

37.5 (25-50)

25 (20-50)

60 (40-80)

65 (40-50)

14 (2-39)

30 (25-35)

20 (1-55)

85 (70-88)

20

22 (18-27)

49 (2-75)

40

67 (50-85)

50 (40-60)

4 (3-6)

6 (5-8)

6 (2-10)

25 (15-35)

15 (5-25)

10 (5-15)

10 (1-69)

40 (29-58)

50

12 (1-27)

20

17 (5-42)

6 (2-10)

36

37 (30-47)

75 (5-86)
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Region / country or territory Typical Year Typical YearPurity Range Purity

(prices expressed in US$ or converted equivalent, and purity levels in percentage)

RETAIL PRICE (per gram) WHOLESALE PRICE (per kilogram)

HEROIN
Retail and wholesale prices and purity levels:

breakdown by drug, region and country or territory

Range

Sweden (Heroin no.3) 90.4     2004 28,257.4     2004

            (Heroin no.4) 124.3   2004 45,211.8     2004

Switzerland 51.1     27.5    - 94.3    2004 22,340.0     14,890.0     - 33,510.0     2003

United Kingdom 96.4     63.7    - 182.0  2004 39,041.1     2004

Oceania
Australia 290.4   147.7 - 479.9  2004 135,000.0   130,220.0   - 293,000.0   2004

New Zealand (no.4 - Imported) 653.6   2004

26.9 (13-34.3) 67 (28-73.4)

13 (4-15)

40 (1-91)
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