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NOTE FROM THE MANAGING EDITOR 

 
Welcome to Forum on Crime and Society, a completely new United Nations publication, published twice each year in all six 
official languages of the United Nations (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish). 

 
Forum is issued by the Centre for International Crime Prevention, Office for Drug Control and Crime Prevention 

(ODCCPI, of the United Nations Secretariat, under the direction of the Editorial Board, which is comprised of: Pino Arlacchi, 
Executive Director of ODCCP and DirectorGeneral of the United Nations Office at Vienna; Jan van Dijk, Officerin-Charge of 
the Centre; Vincenzo Ruggiero, Professor of Sociology at Middlesex University; and Antoinette AI-Mulla, Crime Prevention 
and Criminal Justice Officer at the Centre. 

 

The predecessor of Forum, the International Peview of Criminal Policy, was first published in 1951 by the Centre. 
 

The aims of Forum are to encourage international debate and to present theoretically sound, well-researched and 
policy-oriented articles on crime prevention and criminal justice, in order to stimulate discussion among academics, policy 
makers, law enforcers and other practitioners with diverse views and perspectives. Its focus will be on trends, ideas and 
practices in the field of criminal justice that are of special significance to the international community. 

 
The present issue of Forum has two different sections. The first section contains academic articles whose format, length 

and presentation style follow the conventional criteria adopted in other academic journals. The second section, entitled 
"Notes and action", offers an opportunity for authors to present less conventional material, including shorter papers and 
commentaries on practical experiences, legislation, policy initiatives, project results and so on. Future issues of Forum will 
include a third section, in which reviews of books and other academic work will be presented. 

 

This first issue of Forum includes articles based on papers delivered at the Tenth United Nations Congress on the 
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, held in Vienna from 10 to 17 April 2000. 

 

The Editorial Board hopes that Forum will enable United Nations researchers to forge a partnership with scholars and 
experts outside of the Organization in order to advance knowledge and improve practice in the field of crime prevention and 
criminal justice. 

 

The Editorial Board invites scholars and experts from around the world to contribute to Forum articles on criminological 
and socio-legal issues, including theory, prevention, social control, the rule of law and governance. 
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Articles submitted for publication in Forum should be original, that is, they should not have been published elsewhere 
and should not be under consideration for publication in any other journal. The length of manuscripts to be considered for 
publication as articles in the first section of Forum should not normally exceed 6,000 words. 

 
Shorter papers and commentaries to appear in the second section of Forum, entitled "Notes and action", should not be 

more than 2,500 words in length. 
 

Manuscripts should be submitted in hard copy or, if possible, in electronic format. The curriculum vitae of the author 
and an abstract should accompany each manuscript. 
 

Manuscripts to be considered for publication in Forum should follow the Harvard or author-date system of 
referencing, whereby the author and year of publication of a work appear in the text and full details of the work are 
provided in a list of references at the end of the text. 
 

All manuscripts, reviews and correspondence should be sent to Antoinette AI-Mulla, the Managing Editor of Forum 
by post (Centre for International Crime Prevention, United Nations, P.O. Box 500, A-1400 Vienna, Austria), by e-mail 
(Antoinette. Al-Mulla@unvienna.org) or by fax ((431) 26060/5898). 
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