e IMED UAE INLE, NEWY LELHI

ESDAY, JUNE 26, 2007

TIMES NATION

Atul Thakur | 1

New Delhi! According to the UNO's Warld Drug
Repaort 2006, almost 16 million péople abuse opi-
ates globally Opiates are the main problem drug
in most parts of the world, accounting for almost
two Lthirds of all drug treabment demand in Asia
and close 1o 80% of trestment demand in Burope,

Afchanistan alone produces 89% of the world's
HHeit opiun - from which morphine snd herain
are ultimately produced and honee ealled opi-
ales. Myanmar produces ahond 7% and the rest
of world put together accounts for the remain.

“ing 4% of oplum production.

Afghandstan Is the malor source of opiates for
Wast Asia and Europe. Myonmar and the Lao
PDR are the main suppliers for China, Australia

and South-Eaat Asia. In the

merlr:.u. Ivlﬂxim,{i?llﬂmhia India alone is

Peru ara the maln solres mate

for the U5 and Canada. Eige al.‘iﬂll:.llth;
Th two makn markets fior : :

Afghan opiates are the TE million opiate

and Italy From Afghanistan, |abusers,

the oplates are Irafficked fo thaough it is

Iran, fom where they reach not really

Turioy, which is the main en- of

try polnt for the European part of any

market. From Turkey, the |Well-

drug is typically trafficked o | established

Bulgaria then Austria, from | paite

where it rezches Germany,

then the Netherlands and finally the UK. There
could be gome shifte in the intermediate transit
routes, bul fhess points are usually constant.

Herain is trafficked to Ttaly via the Balkan
route, more than 50% transiting through Alba-
nizand arcund 20% threugh Tuckey A ralative-
Iy minor entry point for the Buropean maorket is
the Russian Federation. On thisrouts, shipments
from Iran reach Ukraine and the Rosstan Fedor-
ation via the Caucasus reglon, from where they
travel thircaigh Romanta Lo get to Western Rurope.

In the Americas, the main trafficking routes
ire from Mexcico and Colombia to the US. In south-
east Asia end Qesania, Thailand is the main tran-
git polnt. Situated strategically between the Lao
PDR and Myanmabr, Thailand iz the main sup-
plier for markols in Avstralia, Mew Zealand, Chi-
na, Taiwan and Hong Kong.

The number of opium solzures and the in-
tensily of abuse are used by auwthorities as indi-
eators of trafficking routes, Motably an estimated
60% of the drug is consumed along the routes
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On World Anti-Drugs
Day, Atul Thakur brings
you this report on the
centres of production
and consumption as
well as the transit routes
for some of the biggest
problem drugs

ates Lo reach their Europesn destinations after
they have left Afrhanistan,

India alone ls estimated o have about 3 mil-
lion opiate abusers, though it is not really part of
any well-established route. Perhaps the sheer
proxinilty to Afphanistan explains the exbent to
which opiates have taken roof in Indiz, spar from
tho fact that the country tself has a sizeable pro-
duction of legitimate oplum for medical use.

The source of the other major problem drug
- Cocalne - is much more geographically concan-
teated than iz the case with opfum,. Almost 55%
of the coca leaf, from which cocaine is extract-
ed, s cultlvated in three Andean counteias of
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South Amearica. Colombia produces around
T0% of the world's cocaine, Peru about 30% and
Eolivia almost all of the remaining 10%.

This explaing why American drug abusers are
mare likely to be hooked to cocaine than to opi-
ates. The major markets for cocaine are North
Amerlen, Europe; Contrad Americn and the
Caribbean. Pattorns indicats that aromnd 60% of
cocaing is trangporied through the Pacific coast
of South Amerkca and 40 % from the Aflantic const,
The most important transit point for the U8 is
Mexioo. However, 10% of the cocaine entering the
U5 also comes through the Caribbean lslands.

Spain ls Burope’s main entry point for cooains
Ecuador and Venezusla are the main transit
points for the Enropoan route. Most of the co-
caine in Spain enters throogh Galicia, the north-
western region of the country However, over the
last couple of yoars, Andalusia h southorn Spain
iz alsn gaining importancs as an entry poink.

Apart from Spain, the Netherlands and Por-
tugal are other key entry points for the European
cocaine markat, West and Central Africa sre also
emeorging as significant franslt points for the Eu-
ropean market, From here, the cocaine is traf-
ficked to Spain and Portugal. Africa is also the
transit pointfor smaller markeds in China, Japan,
Australlo, and ether Asian saovd Oceania countries.

That intindes India, fortunately still a minor
market for cocadne Most of the cocaine that inds
1ts way to India i3 belleved to be routed through
Mizeria and other west African nations,
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