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Vienna, .ll.uan'to.. Afghanistan produced

dram fcally more oplum in 2006, in-

ng its yield by roughly 49% from

n year earlier and pushing global opium

production to a new vecord high, a UN
report sald on Tuesday

Opium production increasad ﬂ:r.:lm

4,100 metric tons in 2005 to 6,100 metric

tons in 2008, according to the 2007 World (27

Drug Report released by the Vienna-
based United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime. Oplum is the main ingredi-
ant for heroin.

1 T 2008, &fghanﬁtan accounted for
#2% of global illicitopium production;-

up from 70% In 2000 and 52% & decade
earlier The higher yields in Afghanistan
have brought global opium production
to a new record high of 6,610 metric tons
in 2006, a 43% increase over 2005.

The area under opium popdy culti-
vation in the country also from
104,000 hectares in 2005, to 165,000
hectares in 2008 —- an increases of about

culiivalion was concentrated (n tha Coun:
try’'s southern region.

UNODC executive director Amunio
Maria Costa warnad that Afghanistan’s
insurgency-plagued Holmand provinee

92% Oplum frdfn 'Afghamstan

. was becoming tho world's biggest

drug supplier, with illicit cultivation
therelnrgarthanin the rest of the coun-
try put together -

*Bifective surgéry on Hehnand’a drug
and insurgency cancdr will rid thie world

R of the most dangerous source of its most

nprr.un poppy fleld 1r| the Hhurmran} d-strh:t
of the Nangarhar province, Kabul

59%.“Thisis the largest area 'r.mder-:rpi

W pOppY mﬂimhm over ramrded in.

Afghanistan,” the .
mpn:tsaldnnﬂng_ AT e
that_ﬁﬂ% Of thois. i N

danﬂnmuﬁmrmtmmdgaalmimm

5 Jbringing securityito’the fugmn:‘“ﬂu-sta
- Bals inastutamnnL s g

v indications s
cuuld. 48a a further lncreaaa it opium

production in 2007, the raport said.

'."Dawlbj:'-men!s in Afghanistan will

‘continue to determire the lavels of glob-

alopium proditction,” the report sald. a»



