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INTERNATIONAL DAY AGAINST DRUG ABUSE AND TRAFFICKING e

Northeast: UN tells a grim story

'.'IEHH‘.ﬂ..-'I-EEIHIm ..lunu.EE

THE WORLD Lz winnlng the war on
drugs — but the trend could easily bick.
A United Mations report on “leafieking
and abusze™ said the “positives” conld be
affset by the “economile meltdown and
lock of territorial conirol bn ceniral
Asian countries®,

“Worlthwide efforts te redece the threat
posed by illicit drags have effectivaly re-
varsed i quarter-century-long rise in sub-
stnnce nbuase that, if left vmehecked, conld
have become A global pamdembe™ head of
the UN Odfice on Drugs amd Crime (-
OTHC) Antonie Maria Costa said on Maon-
doy after the pablicadion of dhe 3006 Yorld
Dirug Repart by his agency in Yienma.

Fainting s grim pieiure of the scenarbo
in India — pspeciplby in the Nortlwsast —
the UNODC report zald trafficking was
vamirnt along the Indo-Myanmar border
In Magakand, Manfpur and Mizeram. Of-
ficials snid illicit caltivaton. of opiom
and cannabiz, heroin and a mine
smuggling, frafficking of banned phar-
maciéutieal drugs. codeine-laced cough
ayrups and poinkillers from other parts
al e countey e the regieon and oateida
were the majar “commerns”,

ntlining the nafare of trafficking and
the tralls, the report said & parer form of
heruin (Jncadly known as “Blumber Foar''h,
eniers India from Mymnmar through Ma-
nipur SEmagglers gemerally e the Mation-
il Highwixy 39 fo forry “consignoents” i
the rest af the region and beyond.

Trafficking throws yot another proh-
lem to thie comter stnge- the HIV/AIDS zit-
uatian in the region. Officials feal thas
any discussion and preventive measures
ok drieg e i the megion should also take
the problem into accoumnt, Two of the slx
hiigh HIV-positive prevalence states - Ma-
nbpur and Magaland — now feature: what
epldeminlogists call a *generalized api-
demic” Wil & #irong "injecting drug
ers-lUnk™. The distase is spreading in
Mizoram as well

Prosspting the UNOI repart for the
Mortheast on ihe International  Day
apainst Drue Abuse and Tieit Traffck-
ing, Mapakand Governor Shyamal Datta
om hlotday weeed a comprehensine strot-
egy to deal with the challenge. He advo-
cated a “private-public”™ rehabilitation
model as the National AIDS Contral Or-
ganisation policy was not "suffichent”™
consldering  the grim situation on
Giround Fera, AFP

| Blue haze on drug alley
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The naree-battle is a crossroad, A UN Office on Drugs - ""i‘fﬂm’ﬂm'rmgnm

and Crime (UNDDC) repart for 2006 says the “menace
has been contained™. But the situation could slide In
the absence of proper “monitoring"™

gavernment put the num-
ber of wiers in Magaland
alane Between 40,000
and &0,004,

- #The state spent around
lllzﬂﬂlﬁ.thc El:lll:lﬂn 5 180 crore annually an
Triangle= bMyanmar treatment and rehab.
Thalland and Laos =

& The UM report says the
Indo-Myanmar bonder is
the tratficking hub.

“It is a social issue
and everyone of us
should understand and
foreses the economic
cost of it in the days to

racarded a shanp fall in
hesqin, marphing and
apiwm praduction,

For thee Firgk e since
2001, Afghanistan, the
world's main produger
of opim, poppy culti-

ﬁlﬁ;hmﬂ a come when we have
But afficials warned limited resources for
that it could go up development™

again. ~Shyamal Dutta
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Surveys by NGOs and the




