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3. Statistical Annex Production

3.1.3 Colombia

FACT SHEET - Colombia Survey 20066

6 The information in this section comes from the report on Coca Cultivation in the Andean Region (UNODC/Governments of Bolivia, Colombia
and Peru, 2007), and can also be found on the internet (http://www.unodc.org/en/crop_monitoring.html). 

7 Includes laboratories processing coca paste/base, cocaine HCl, heroin, morphine, potassium permanganate, and non-specified.

2005
Variation on

2005
2006

Net coca cultivation (rounded total) 

Of which Meta-Guaviare region

Pacific region

Putumayo-Caqueta region

Central region 

Elsewhere

86,000 ha

25,970 ha

17,650 ha

13,950 ha

15,630 ha

12,570 ha

-9%

-21%

+7%

+23%

-22%

-27%

78,000 ha

20,540 ha

18,810 ha

17,220 ha 

12,130 ha

9,170 ha

Reported cumulative aerial spraying of coca bush 138,775 ha +24% 172,025 ha

Reported manual eradication of coca bush 31,285 ha +32% 41,346 ha

Average farm-gate price of coca paste
US$ 910/kg

COP 2,109,000/kg
-3%
-2%

US$ 879/kg
COP 2,070,000/kg

Potential production of cocaine
In % of world cocaine production 

640 mt
65%

-5% 610 mt
62%

Average cocaine price (wholesale)
US$ 1,860/kg

COP 4,315,000/kg
-5%
-4%

US$ 1,762/kg
COP 4,155,000/kg

Reported opium poppy cultivation 1,950 ha -48% 1,023 ha

Potential opium latex production 59 mt -48% 31 mt

Potential heroin production 2.5 mt -48% 1.3 mt

Average farm-gate price of opium latex US$ 230/kg +3% US$ 237/kg

Average heroin price (wholesale) US$ 9,050/kg +12% US$ 10,103/kg

Reported seizures of cocaine 173,265 kg -27% 127,326 kg

Reported seizures of heroin 745 kg -41% 442 kg

Reported number of clandestine laboratories7 destructed 1,953 +16% 2,270

Cultivation and eradication of coca

In 2006, Colombia remained the country with the
world’s largest coca growing area, which represented one
half of the global area under coca bush. Coca cultivation
in Colombia declined by 9 per cent from 86,000
hectares in 2005 to only 78,000 hectares in 2006. Over-
all, despite the increases and decreases observed in recent
years, coca cultivation in Colombia has proven to be rel-
atively stable at around 80,000 hectares since 2003.

Meta-Guaviare remains the largest cultivation region
with almost 21,000 hectares of coca bush, or just over a
quarter of the total coca cultivation area, closely fol-
lowed by the Pacific and Putumayo-Caqueta regions.
Considerable decreases in the Meta-Guaviare, Central
and Orinoco regions in 2006 were partly offset by
strong increases in the Putumayo-Caqueta region, once
the largest cultivation region. 
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In 2006, the Colombian authorities further intensified
their eradication efforts, especially in higher yielding
regions such as Meta-Guaviare, Orinoco and Putu-
mayo-Caqueta. The area of coca bush eradicated
reached a record level of over 213,000 hectares, which
includes about 172,000 hectares of spraying and 41,346
hectares of manual eradication. The cumulative area
eradicated in 2006 was 2.7 times larger than the net cul-
tivation area, which indicates an intensity of eradication
activities never reached before. 

Cultivation and eradication of opium poppy

Colombia is one of the smaller opium cultivating coun-
tries and its contribution the world opium production
is declining. Opium poppy in Colombia is mainly being
cultivated on mountain sides in the south-west of the
country. According to Government reports, the area cul-

tivated with opium poppy continued to decline in 2006
and reached just over 1,000 hectares, a reduction by
almost half compared to 2005. Eradication efforts of
opium poppy remained intensive in comparison to the
level of cultivation. 

Production

In 2006, the potential production of cocaine HCl in
Colombia amounted to 610 metric tons, a decrease by
5 per cent or 30 metric tons compared to 2005. As a
consequence of this decrease and simultaneous produc-
tion increases in Bolivia and Peru, Colombia’s share of
the world cocaine production fell from 65 per cent in
2005 to 62 per cent in 2006. 

Prices for coca paste, cocaine, and opium

Overall, prices for coca-related products have been
remarkably stable over the last five years in the case of
coca paste and for an even longer period in the case of
cocaine HCl. 

The annual average of the farm-gate prices for coca
paste, the first derivate in the cocaine production chain,
changed little compared to 2005. However, the annual
average hides a price increase by 38 per cent from a five-
year low of 1,714,000 Colombian pesos in January
2006 to 2,360,000 Colombian pesos in December
2006, which is the highest monthly average observed
since the start of price monitoring in 2000. The
monthly fluctuations in the price of coca paste can
partly be attributed to the eradication campaigns.

Colombia, coca cultivation (hectares), 1990 to 2006
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2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

‘000
COP

US$
‘000
COP

US$
‘000
COP

US$
‘000
COP

US$
‘000
COP

US$

Opium latex (farm-gate) 529 211 444 154 433 164 534 230 560 237

Heroin (wholesale) 21,370 8,520 16,561 5,740 20,067 7,635 21,051 9,050 23,822 10,103

Colombia, prices for opium latex and heroin (COP/kg and US$/kg), 2002 to 2006

Colombia, monthly farm-gate prices for coca paste (‘000 COP/kg), 2000 to 2006

Colombia, annual wholesale prices for cocaine HCl (US$ and ‘000 COP), 1991 to 2006

In 2006, prices for opium latex and heroin continued to increase slightly for the second consecutive year. The price
increases are thought to reflect the reduction in opium poppy cultivation in Colombia. 
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While wholesale prices for cocaine HCl in Colombian pesos fell for the second consecutive year, it was the first time
in three years that it fell in US dollars. It is noteworthy that over the last 16 years, the national average cocaine HCl
prices in US dollar terms have remained in a relatively narrow range between US$ 1,350 and US$ 1,860 per kg. As
most of the cocaine HCl from Colombia is meant for export, US dollar prices for cocaine HCl may give a good
insight into the dynamics of the international illicit drug market, as far as prices are concerned.



 

 


	3.1 Production
	3.1.3 Colombia



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Europe ISO Coated FOGRA27)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




