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HIGHLIGHTS: Early Warning Systems
Pursuant to the Outcome Document of the 2016 United Nations General Assembly Special Session on the World
Drug Problem (UNGASS) entitled “Our joint commitment to effectively addressing and countering the world drug
problem”, Governments have recognised the importance of reinforcing national and international efforts and
increasing global cooperation to respond to the challenges and threats of New Psychoactive Substances (NPS) and
Amphetamine-Type Stimulants (ATS) [1], inter alia by strengthening information exchange through early warning
systems. The Global SMART Programme continues to support this effort through the UNODC Early Warning Advisory
on NPS (EWA) [2] and by promoting the establishment of national early warning systems. The UNODC EWA provides
access to information on NPS, which includes trend data, chemistry of individual substances, guidance on laboratory
analysis and an overview of legislative responses.
Given the rapid spread of NPS, some Latin American countries have established or are in the process of establishing
their own national Early Warning Systems (EWS).

COLOMBIA: EWS on NPS established in 2013
URUGUAY: EWS on NPS established in 2014
CHILE 2014-2015 : 100 NPS included in the
national lists of controlled psychoactive
substances. EWS under implementation in
2016
ECUADOR: EWS on NPS under implementation
in 2016
PERU: EWS on NPS under implemetation in
2016
Colombia
The EWS in Colombia has been operational since 2013 under the Colombian Observatory on Drugs. It has been
established as a mechanism for information exchange on emerging drugs and aims to minimize negative impacts
through detection, risk assessments and the generation of reliable information for the relevant authorities and the
general population. Alerts issued by the EWS of Colombia, e.g. on NPS sold as LSD or 2C-B, can be accessed online
[3]. The EWS currently comprises various organizations such as the Attorney General’s Office, the National Police,
and the National University of Colombia, as well as others [4].
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Uruguay
In 2014, the National Drug Board of Uruguay introduced an EWS to detect NPS. Alert reports included the presence
of ketamine and 25B-NBOME in seized drug samples [5]. Uruguay is the second country in Latin America to
implement this type of network, which aims to reduce the damage and risks of NPS through informed policy
responses. The EWS of Uruguay involves the participation of the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Interior and the
Ministry of Education and Culture, as well as the States Health Services Administration. [6]
Chile
In Chile, a total of 100 NPS, including several compounds of the NBOMe series, were included in the national lists of
controlled psychoactive substances in 2014 and 2015 [7, 8]. Chile has adopted various strategies to address the NPS
problem, one of them being the constitution of the “National Committee of New Psychoactive Substances” whose
role is to examine the problem and assess specific NPS for inclusion into the national lists of controlled substances
[9]. In addition, for the purpose of establishing a single protocol for rapid detection and registration of synthetic
drugs, the National Service for Prevention and Rehabilitation of Drug and Alcohol Consumption (SENDA) is in the
process of forming a working group that consists of representatives from relevant public organizations in the
country. This new Permanent Monitoring System of Synthetic Drugs and New Psychoactive Substances will be
composed of the Departments of Public Health and of Welfare Networks, the Public Health Institute (ISP), the
Medical Legal Service (SML), and the Public Prosecutor’s Office (see reference 10).
Ecuador and Peru
Through the Technical Secretariat of Drugs and the National Commission for the Development and Life without
Drugs (DEVIDA), the Governments of Ecuador and Peru have started to work on the implementation of their own
Early Warning Systems on NPS. Cooperation among already established and new early warning systems will be
crucial for their success in the region.
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Further reading:
UNODC NPS brochure https://www.unodc.org/documents/scientific/NPS_leaflet_2016_EN_LORES.pdf
UNODC NPS poster https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/scientists/nps -poster-2016.html
http://www.cicad.oas.org/Main/Template.asp?File=/oid/smart/default_spa.asp
April 2015 – Chile: 51 NPS now under national control https://www.unodc.org/LSS/Announcement/Details/ef260929-c1144a55-9503-cf8897c12aae
September 2015 - Chile: First seizure of PMMA (para-Methoxymethamphetamine) in Chile
https://www.unodc.org/LSS/Announcement/Details/c3e7de04-1c22-4a1b-a303-6f4c2984f777
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