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1.0. SECTION ONE: EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), is partnering with the 
National Agency for the Prohibition of Traffic in Persons and Other Related Matters 
(NAPTIP) in implementing a four-year European Union funded project titled, 
ñPromoting Better Management of Migration in Nigeria,ò in collaboration with national 
and international partners including International Organization for Migration (IOM), and 
the Nigerian Immigration Service (NIS) amongst others. The project is committed to 
combat and reduce irregular migrations including trafficking in persons (TIP) and 
smuggling of migrants (SOM) in the country in general and specifically in the identified 
endemic states of Anambra, Benue, Cross River, Edo, Kano, Lagos and the FCT, 
Abuja.  
 

As part of strategy to achieve its stated objectives, the project recruited consultants to 
conduct a survey in the six project states to ensure an evidence based programming 
towards providing a coordinated and comprehensive response to reduce the menace 
of TIP and SOM. Specifically, the survey was to assess existing level of knowledge 
and awareness on realities of TIP and SOM, assess the efforts of NAPTIP in fulfilling 
its role and meeting its mandate and explore linkage of TIP and SOM to HIV/AIDS 
among others.  
 
The approach and methodology followed the utilization of qualitative and quantitative 
research methods. Data was collected through Key Informant Interviews (KIIs) and 
Focus Group Discussions (FGDs). In all, a total of 250 KIIs and 10 FGDs (including 4 
FGDs with secondary school students) were conducted.  
 

The demographic 
profile of respondents 
showed that 49% 
males and 51% 
females took part in 
the KIIs and the FGDs 
across the six 
locations. Other 
characteristics of 
respondents included 
educational level, 
age, and 

organizational 
structure. A greater 
number of 
respondents (18%) 

were in the 45 to 49 age bracket. Level of education and exposure can be a critical 
factor in determining peopleôs perception of what constitutes TIP or SOM, as such 
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educational level of respondents was considered. The survey showed that 46% of the 
sample populations are first degree holders including HND, 23% have post graduate 
qualifications, and 11% have secondary education. In terms of organizational 
structure, 50% of respondents were drawn from ministries and agencies while the rest 
came from NGOs/CBOs, private organizations, law enforcement agencies, the media 
among others.  
 

Key findings from 
the survey yielded 
specific results and 
showed major 
similarities of ideas 
and thoughts 
across gender, 
age, educational 
level, location and 

organization. 
Respondents from 
both the KII and the 
FGD group showed 
a relatively good 
understanding of 
trafficking in 

persons, accounting for 43% while only 24% have good idea of smuggling of migrants. 
Majority of the FGD participants, especially the student group, have not even heard of 
the term ñSOM,ò equating it with smuggling of drugs or contraband goods. Although 
knowledge of the terms does not translate to having an in-depth understanding of 
what constitutes TIP and SOM as it was discovered that majority of respondents could 
not define the terms appropriately.  

The National 
Agency for the 
Prohibition of Traffic 
in Persons and 
other related 
matters (NAPTIP) is 
the lead agency 
charged with the 
prosecution and 
investigation of 
human trafficking 
issues. In this wise, 
it became necessary 

to ascertain respondentsô knowledge of NAPTIP and its activities. A good number of 
respondents exhibited relative understanding of NAPTIP but there is no correspondent 
knowledge about what NAPTIP does or what the acronym stands for. 46% 
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respondents have no idea of what the acronym ñNAPTIPò stands for. Ironically, even 
in the FCT where NAPTIP is headquartered, respondents polled in Bwari and Kuje 
Area Councils have very limited knowledge of NAPTIP and its activities. 

There is general consensus on the linkage between trafficking in persons, smuggling 
of migrants and HIV/AIDS according to respondents. Both FGD groups and those 
interviewed agreed that victims of TIP and SOM are often times forced into prostitution 
thereby exposing them to unprotected sex and consequently are vulnerable to HIV 
and AIDS. In the same vein, respondents unanimously agreed that large scale 
poverty, insecurity of lives and property, and chronic unemployment are some of the 
reasons why people engage in trafficking or smuggling but acknowledged that there is 
no correspondent commitment on the part of government to assist victims of TIP and 
SOM or to combat the menace.  

Key findings from the survey were as follows; 

¶ There is more knowledge and awareness on TIP than on SOM. But there is a 
disconnect between knowledge and understanding of the two terms and most 
of the respondents often confuse TIP with SOM. 

¶ A good number of respondents, especially in the states where NAPTIP has 

zonal offices, exhibited relative understanding of NAPTIP but there is no 

correspondent in-depth knowledge about NAPTIPôs functions. 

¶ There is general consensus on the linkage between trafficking in persons, 

smuggling of migrants and HIV/AIDS  

¶ There is more awareness of TIP and SOM in the urban areas than in the rural 

areas where most victims originate from. 

¶ Respondentsô identified radio as the most effective channel for disseminating 

information on TIP and SOM.  

¶ Media reports on TIP and SOM are relatively low and sometimes muddle up 

trafficking in persons with smuggling of migrants. Some journalists and media 

outlets are not adequately aware of these issues and do not have 

understanding of the scope of the problem. 

¶ TIP and SOM issues are more frequently reported in print media than in the 

broadcast media. Apart from a few local productions, Nigerian broadcast media 

does not regard issues of TIP and SOM as a priority. 

¶ Education is a key factor in determining respondentsô level of knowledge of TIP 

and SOM therefore, there is need to communicate TIP/SOM messages in local 

languages and increase the frequency of messages in mass media channels 

used to engage stakeholders.  
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1.1. INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND 

In recognition of the menace of TIP and SOM, Nigeria promulgated the Trafficking in 

Persons Law Enforcement and Administration Act of 2003, which created the National 

Agency for the Prohibition of Traffic in Persons and Other Related Matters (NAPTIP) 

as a measure of its commitment to tackle this hydra-headed problem. A National 

Policy on Migration (NPM) was developed in 2007 which recommended the creation of 

a coordinating body and mainstreaming of migration issues into Poverty Reduction 

Strategies at the three tiers of government. Nigeria has domesticated the Protocol on 

TIP but it is yet to domesticate the Protocol on SOM.  

The United Nations defines TIP as the ñillegal trade of human beings for the purposes 
of reproductive slavery, commercial sexual exploitation, forced labour, or a modern-
day form of slavery.ò 
Similarly, the United 
Nations Convention against 
Transnational Organized 
Crime defines SOM as 
"procurement, in order to 
obtain, directly or indirectly, 
a financial or other material 
benefit, of the illegal entry 
of a person into a State 
Party of which the person is 
not a national or a 
permanent resident." 
(Article 3, Migrant 
Smuggling Protocol). 
Nigeria has been identified 
as a source, transit, and 
destination country for 
women and children 
trafficked for the purposes of forced labour and commercial sexual exploitation. Within 
Nigeria, women and girls are trafficked primarily for domestic servitude and 
commercial sexual exploitation. 
 

Promoting Better Management of Migration in Nigeria is a four-year project committed 

to combat and reduce irregular migrations including trafficking in persons (TIP) and 

smuggling of migrants (SOM) in the identified endemic states of Anambra, Benue, 

Cross River, Edo, Kano, Lagos and the FCT, Abuja. This is in line with the UN 

commitment to contribute to the achievement of national development aspirations and 

the realization of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  

http://www.unodc.org/documents/treaties/UNTOC/Publications/TOC%20Convention/TOCebook-e.pdf
http://www.unodc.org/documents/treaties/UNTOC/Publications/TOC%20Convention/TOCebook-e.pdf
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A key mandate of the project is to strengthen the national capacity to better combat 

TIP and SOM in order to maximize the development potential of migration through a 

coordinated and comprehensive response. This response, will involve creating 

awareness and sensitization to the phenomena of TIP and SOM at the national, state, 

local and grassroots levels and integrating the cross-cutting issues of HIV/AIDS and 

gender into all the projects. 

 

This report documents the current level of awareness, including stakeholdersô 
knowledge, attitude and perceptions on the phenomena and their capacities to 
respond to TIP and SOM. It provides evidence for UNODC in collaboration with 
NAPTIP and other relevant partners, to commence the coordination and 
implementation of an effective, holistic and measurable awareness raising campaign 
on TIP and SOM. Findings of this survey will contribute to the development of 
appropriate strategy and tools for ensuring the increased awareness on TIP and SOM 
geared towards effectively tackling the phenomena. 
 
Presentation Outline 
The report comprises the following sections:  

Á Section 1: The executive summary covering the overview of the report, 
including method and approach, major findings, and general recommendations 
are captured under this section.    

Á Section 1B: Introduction and background are highlighted here including 
rationale for the survey, study objectives, study design and methodologies, field 
work, sources of data, and limitations of the data.  

Á Section 2: General overview and profile of the project states as well as 
demographic profile of respondents covering age, gender, organizational profile 
and educational level are presented here.   

Á Section 3: This section presents key findings and analysis from the key 
informant interviews (KIIs) under the six assessment categories.  

Á Section 4: Media messaging and content analysis of available messages in the 

public domain are presented here. 

Á Section 5: Detailed analysis of findings from the 10 focus group discussions 
(FGDs) with homogenous groups and student groups are presented in this 
section. 

Á Section 6: In this section, key findings and general recommendations are 
presented here. 
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1.2.1. Purpose of the Study 

Research has shown that information is key to tackling social phenomena like TIP, 

SOM and HIV. This baseline survey was conducted to ascertain knowledge and 

understanding of TIP and SOM in the six project states so as to determine individual 

and organizational capacities to respond to the menace. Specifically, the survey was 

to; 

¶ Assess existing level of knowledge and awareness on realities of TIP and SOM 

¶ Assess the efforts of NAPTIP in fulfilling its role and meeting its mandate 

¶ Explore linkage of TIP and SOM to HIV/AIDS 

¶ Measure the impact of the various awareness, advocacy and sensitization 

activities to determine appropriate and preferred approaches in raising 

awareness on TIP and SOM in Nigeria  

¶ Evaluate and review the messages on TIP and SOM that are available in the 

print and electronic media.   

 

The exercise is significant in the achievement of the project objectives of providing a 

coordinated and comprehensive response to reduce the menace of TIP and SOM. It is 

expected that findings and recommendations from this survey will guide the 

development of appropriate strategy and tools for effective combat of TIP and SOM.  

 

1.3. Research Design & Methodology  

1.3.1. Approach and Methodology 

 

This survey utilized the qualitative methods of Key Informant Interviews (KIIs) and 

Focus Group Discussions (FGDs). The KIIs were administered to those identified as 

major stakeholders and beneficiaries of the project. The FGD participants were 

carefully selected to reflect gender representation and status equity as part of 

measures to ensure that the process is participatory with the inclusion of everyoneôs 

opinion. In all, a total of 250 KIIs and 10 FGDs (including 4 FGDs with secondary 

school students) were conducted during this survey. In order to add value to the 

assignment, relevant literature were collated and synthesized to provide background 

information on activities of TIP and SOM. Data collection included internet search, 

documents provided by UNODC and meetings with key partners.  
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1.3.2. Data Collection and Analysis 

A 10-man team comprising two consultants, seven NAPTIP staff (working in two 

groups) and one UNODC officer conducted the field work which took place between 

March 5 and April 5, 2012 in the six project states of Anambra, Benue, Cross River, 

Edo, Kano, Lagos and the Federal Capital Territory, FCT. The KII and FGD guides 

utilized for the exercise passed through a robust peer review by NAPTIP officers and 

the consultants for ethical, cultural, religious and technical suitability. The 

questionnaires were further pre-tested on a select group in Lagos before 

administration. The pre-test was necessary as it provided feedback which was 

employed to enrich the questionnaire.  The survey questions focused on six key 

entities as follows; 

 

Á General knowledge and understanding of TIP and SOM 

Á Knowledge and understanding of NAPTIP 

Á TIP and SOM awareness and sources of information 

Á Attitudes and perceptions on TIP and SOM 

Á Victim assistance, protection and prevention  

Á Law enforcement/policy and legislation on TIP and SOM 

 

The analytical procedure follows a simple descriptive format making use of frequency 

tables, and percentages. The data analysis identified specific responses of 

respondents under the key thematic areas reflected above. 

 
1.3.3. Strengths and limitations of Data  

The survey was conducted in collaboration with NAPTIP staff and this was key to the 

success of the assignment as it provided opportunity for capacity building for NAPTIP 

as well as lending credence to the exercise. However, as with all surveys, the exercise 

was not without a few limitations in terms of logistics and even data collection. 

Respondents may have modified their responses or misapplication of actual meaning 

of questions which may have occurred because some respondents did not want to 

appear ignorant before their peers, especially, where they were seated in one room as 

was the case in Kano and Kuje Area Council of the FCT.  Also, some categories may 

not have been properly responded to maybe due to a lack of clarity or understanding 

on the part of the respondents. All in all, it was a highly successful exercise made 

possible by the commitment of the team and the cooperation of the respondents.  
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SECTION 2: GENERAL OVERVIEW AND PROFILE OF PROJECT STATES 
 
2.1.1. ANAMBRA STATE 

Anambra state is said to have one of the highest population densities in Africa thus 
posing serious problems resulting from undue pressure on the state's resources, 
fragile infrastructure, environmental sanitation and social services, etc. This pressure 
is especially evident in its huge commercial nerve center of Onitsha. The state has 

also witnessed a number of land 
tussles, boundary disputes and 
prolonged political instability 
especially, since 1999. It is also 
one of the few states with very low 
male enrolment ratio in education. 

All these factors combine to make 
Anambra state highly endemic to 
human trafficking. The most 
common trends witnessed in the 
state are óbaby harvesting,ô and 
smuggling of migrants. News 
reports document series of raids 
on óbaby factoriesô masquerading 
as orphanage centres and 
maternity homes. There is high 
rate of school drop out for boys 
thereby rendering them vulnerable 
to human smuggling. Nnobi town 

in Idemili south LGA is said to be the most endemic community for human trafficking.  

Located in the south east region, Anambra state with its capital in Awka has a 
population of 7,821,858 (2005 est.) and 22 local government areas. The state is popular 
for trade, small scale industries and other commercial activities. The predominant 
religion is Christianity and the major ethnic group is the Ibos. The state was created in 
1991 out of the then Anambra state, which comprised the present Anambra and 
Enugu States and derives its name from the Anambra River which runs north to south 
through the state.  
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2.1.2. BENUE STATE 
 
Benue state has been described as the ónumber one stateô in North Central Zone in 
human trafficking and the 10th in the country (NAPTIP 2009). The most endemic areas 
are the Ado and Oju LGAs. This trend could be attributed to the spate of conflicts 
witnessed in the state occasioned by boundary, political, pastoral and sometimes 
religious clashes which cause regular and irregular migration. Moreover, its closeness 
to other endemic states like Cross River and international boundary with Cameroun 
makes the state vulnerable as an avenue for both internal and external trafficking. 
 
The present day Benue State has 23 local government areas and occupies 34,059 

square kilometres. Benue 
state shares boundaries 
with Nasarawa to the 
north, Taraba to the east, 
Cross River, Ebonyi and 
Enugu to the south, and 
Kogi on the west. It also 
shares international 
boundary with the 
Republic of Cameroon 
through Kwande Local 
Government Area. 
 
Described as the ñfood 
basketò of the nation, 
Benue state in north 
central Nigeria is 

predominantly a farming population, mainly comprising Tiv, Idoma and Igala ethnic 
groups. Created on February 3, 1976 by the then regime of General Murtala 
Mohammed, out of the old Benue-Plateau State, Benue has a population size of 
4,219,244 according to the 2006 population. The main religions are Christianity and 
traditionalists. The name Benue was derived from River Benue, the second largest in 
the country and the most prominent geographical feature in the state. 
 
  2.1.3. CROSS RIVER STATE 

Cross River state is highly vulnerable to incidences of trafficking due to its close 
proximity to other endemic states like Anambra and its strategic location to Cameroun 
Republic. NAPTIP reports that most trafficking victims are from Ikom and Yala in the 
Northern parts of the state. Border communities like Mfum in Etung Local Government 
Area, among others in the northern and central parts of the state, have been identified 
as routes where human traffickers use to smuggle their victims to Cameroun and other 
African countries 
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Cross River state with 18 LGAs is a coastal state in southeastern Nigeria, bordering 
Cameroon to the East, Benue state on the North, on the South by Akwa Ibom State, 
and on the West by Anambra and Imo States. Its capital is Calabar, and it is named 
for the Cross River, which passes through the state. The state was created in 1967 
from part of the former Eastern Region, and was known as the 'South-Eastern State 

until 1976 when it adopted its 
present name. The state 
originally included what is now 
Akwa Ibom State. 

The population of Cross River 
State is estimated at 3,104,446 
(2005). Forty percent of the 
estimated population constitutes 
the active population that is 
engaged in various economic 
activities; ranging from 
subsistence agriculture to urban 
commerce and transport 
business. Identified as Nigeriaôs 
tourism capital, thousands 
thronged the state, especially 
during the yearly carnival to 
savour the rich tourism heritage 
of the state.  

 

2.1.4. EDO STATE 
 
Since 1999 when Edo state came into national and international limelight for 
contemporary trend in human trafficking and prostitution, the state has earned the tag 
as óthe capital of human trafficking.ô Recent report from NAPTIP confirm Edo State as 
the most endemic state in external trafficking for the purpose of sexual exploitation 
stating that 98% of victims rescued from external trafficking and about 47% of 
convicted traffickers by NAPTIP are from Edo State. In fact, the first conviction 
secured by NAPTIP in 2004 (AGF VS. Sarah Okoya) was from the State. According to 
the research produced within the framework of the UNICRI/UNODC pilot project, 
majority of trafficked persons for the purpose of sexual exploitation are young women 
and minors from Edo State.  
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Edo State with its capital in Benin City is in the mid-western part of Nigeria and has a 
population of about four 
million people spread over 18 
Local Government Areas. 
Despite the huge population, 
the state is poorly 
industrialized and job 
opportunities are very limited.  
About 50% of the populations 
are civil service workers and 
others are self-employed, 
petty traders and subsistent 
farmers.  This has created a 
large pool of unemployed 
youths that can be easily 
drawn into crime. Young 
females particularly those 
with poor family backgrounds 
are easy to entice into the trans-national sex trade for prostitution in European 
countries.  
 
 
2.1.5. FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY, FCT 
 
The Federal Capital Territory (FCT) is highly cosmopolitan and almost all ethnic 
groups are well represented. It shares borders with Kaduna, Kogi, Nasarawa and 
Niger states. There is a lot of movement across these borders daily and many people 
who live in the bordering states work in the FCT. The FCT is also along the routes 
connecting different parts of the 
country and serves as a 
junction for long distance truck 
drivers. Because the city has 
seen tremendous influx of 
people since its creation, 
migration is an important factor. 
It is estimated that migrant 
population accounts for 
between 2 and 3 million. This 
unique characteristic has made 
the FCT prone to both internal 
and external trafficking with 
high cases of prostitution.  
 
The FCT was carved out in 
1976 from states around the 
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centre of Nigeria and officially became the capital of the Federal Republic of Nigeria in 
1991. With a population of 1,405,201, (2006 census), and annual population growth of 
over 11%, the FCT has the fastest growing population in the country. The population 
is estimated to reach 2.85 million by 2015 and more than 4 million by 2020. The socio-
economic characteristic of the FCT population is sharply divided between the districts 
within the metropolis and the surrounding suburbs. Whereas the metropolis is well 
planned, with relatively adequate social services and amenities, the communities 
outside the metropolis are more like slums, agrarian, densely populated and lack basic 
amenities. 
 
 
2.1.6. KANO STATE 

 

The commonest form of trafficking in Kano state is child abuse and use of minors for 

organized street begging. A high number of women trafficked to Saudi Arabia have 

been traced to Kano state using routes from Kwara through Niger. According to news 

reports, a total of 1128 traffic victims have been recorded since 2005. 

 

Kano state with its capital in Kano is located in north-west Nigeria. Created on May 27, 

1967, the state originally included 

Jigawa state which was made a 

separate state in 1991. Kano state 

borders Katsina State to the north-

west, Jigawa State to the north-

east, Bauchi State to the south-

east and Kaduna State to the 

south-west.  

 

The 2006 census puts Kanoôs 

population at 9,383,682 though 

the credibility of the census has 

been disputed.  With 144 LGAs, 

the state has more than 18,684 

square kilometres (7,214 sq mi) of 

cultivable land and is the most 

extensively irrigated state in the 

country. Historically, Kano State 

has been a commercial and 

agricultural state, which is known 

for the production of groundnuts as well as for its solid mineral deposits. It has also in 

recent years been a centre of religious and ethnic violence in Nigeria. 
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2.1.7. LAGOS STATE 
 

As a commercial nerve centre which attracts scores of migrants in search of greener 
pastures daily, and with close proximity to national and international borders, Lagos 
state has been identified as a source, transit and destination for internal and external 
human trafficking. Smuggling of migrants is also a vibrant business where smugglers 
can ferry their victims by air, land or sea. It is bordered by the Guinea coast of the 
Atlantic Ocean for over 180km, from the Republic of Benin on the west to its boundary 
with Ogun state in the east. Although Lagos state is the smallest state in Nigeria, with 

an area of 356,861 
hectares of which 75,755 
hectares are wetlands, with 
a land mass of about 
1,800km, it is the most 
densely populated state in 
the country.  

 
Situated in the 
southwestern corner of the 
country, Lagos state was 
created on May 27th, 1967. 
With the creation of the 

Federal Capital Territory, Abuja in 1976, and relocation of the capital in 1991, Lagos 
ceased to be the seat of the Federal Government however, Lagos has remained the 
commercial capital of Nigeria.  

Lagos state has a population of 9,013,534, according to the 2006 federal census, 
though the state government disputed the figure and claimed the state had more than 
12 million inhabitants. Current demographic trend analysis revealed that the state 
population growth rate of 8% has resulted in its capturing of 36.8% of Nigeriaôs urban 
population (World Bank, 1996) with grave implications for urban sustainability. The UN 
estimates that at its present growth rate, Lagos state will be third largest mega city in 
the world by 2015 after Tokyo in Japan and Bombay in India.  
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2.2. Demographic Distribution of Respondents 

 

2.2.1. Gender Distribution: Fig 1 shows the percentage distribution of respondents 

according to 

gender in all the 

locations. The 

figure shows 

that males made 

up 49% of the 

respondents 

while 51% of 

females were 

assessed. This 

figure includes 

participants of 

both KII and 

FGD. 

 

 

 
Table 1: Gender distribution of respondentsô by location 

 

LOCATION 

Key Informant Interview 

(KII) 

Total  Focus Group 

Discussion (FGD) 

Total % 

SEX Male Female  % Male Female   

Anambra 13 23 36 14% 6 17 23 20% 

Benue 16 19 35 14% 5 2 7 6% 

Cross River 20 22 42 17% 14 8 22 20% 

Edo 12 22 34 14% 6 19 25 22% 

FCT 29 17 46 18% 9 2 11 10% 

Kano 18 7 25 10% 6 9 15 13% 

Lagos 20 12 32 13% 5 5 10 9% 

Total 128 122 250 100% 51 62 113 100% 

 

Further analysis of respondentsô demographic profile as presented on table 1, shows 

that a total of 250 respondents were interviewed for the KIIs while 113 participated in 

the FGD. Out of the 250 participants, 36 were interviewed in Anambra state, 

comprising 13 males and 23 females, 35 (16 males, 19 females) in Benue, 42 (20 

males, 22 females), Edo 34 (12 males, 22 females). In the FCT, 46 respondents were 

interviewed made up of 29 males, 17 females, Kano 25 (18 males, 7 females) and 
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Lagos 32 (20 males, 12 females). The FGD groups were made up of 51 males and 62 

females including members of homogenous groups and students. 

 

2.2.2. Respondents Age Range: Age was a critical factor in the assessment exercise 

as age connotes 

exposure and 

maturity. In 

terms of 

percentage, as 

shown in Fig 2, 

the highest 

numbers of 

those polled 

belong to the 45 

ï 49 age 

bracket totaling 

18%, followed 

by 25 ï 29 age 

range, 17% and 

the 40 ï 44 age range making up 15%. The youngest group (17 ï 24) and the oldest 

category (55 ï 59) constituted only 6% respectively of the respondents. No 

respondentsô were within the 60 plus category. This is not surprising because most of 

those polled were those still in óactive service.ô 

The age range of respondents in the KIIs across the different locations as captured in 

table 2 show marked differences in the age range of the respondents as follows; out 

of the 250 people interviewed across the states, in Anambra and Cross River states, 

majority of the respondentsô were within the 50 ï 54 age range, in Edo and Lagos, the 

highest number of those polled were in the 45 - 49 category and in Benue, most of the 

respondentsô fell within the 40 ï 44 age category. The FCT had the youngest number 

of respondents which fell within 25 ï 29, 30 ï 34 and 35 ï 39 categories respectively.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

21 

 

Table 2: Age range of respondents 

LOCATION 17 - 24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60 and 
above 

Anambra 5 7 0 2 3 7 9 3 0 

Benue 3 4 3 2 9 7 3 4 0 

Cross River 3 8 5 4 6 5 7 4 0 

Edo 0 5 5 5 4 11 3 1 0 

FCT 1 13 10 10 8 3 1 0 0 

Kano 1 2 5 6 4 4 3 0 0 

Lagos  0 5 6 4 4 9 3 2 0 

TOTAL 14 44 34 33 38 46 29 14  0 

 

2.2.3. Educational level of respondents: The assessment revealed that level of 

education and 

exposure can be 

a critical factor 

in determining 

peopleôs 

perception of 

what constitutes 

TIP or SOM. 

Respondentsô 

with a level of 

education also 

exhibited better 

understanding 

of the issues 

discussed. Fig 3  

indicates the 

educational 

level of respondents showing that a whoping 46% of respondents are first degree 

holders including HND, 23% have post graduate qualifications, 11% have secondary 

education and only 1% are primary school leavers. Interstingly, about 19% have 

attained other qualifications such as NCE, teachers grade 2 certificate, OND among 

others.  
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2.2.4. Organizational Profile of Respondents 

 

Majority of the 

respondents are drawn 

from ministries and 

agencies, totaling 125 or 

50% as seen in fig 4 

below. This may account 

for why a greater number 

of respondents have 

relative knowledge of TIP 

and SOM and activities 

of NAPTIP as most of 

them are actually 

working in areas of 

human trafficking. Other 

respondents numbering 27 or 11% are from law enforcement agencies including 

Police, Immigration, Civil Defence etc., while 7% (18) are from non-governmental 

organizations, the media and private organizations made up only 5% (12) respectively. 

Interestingly, 22% (56) of the respondents categorized as óothers,ô belong to artisan 

groups, market men and women, NURTW, Okada riders, secondary and tertiary 

institutions among others.   

 

Table 3: Organizational profile of respondents 

Location Ministry/Agency Private 
organization 

NGO/CBOs Media Law 
enforcement 

Others 

Anambra 22 0 0 0 0 11 

Benue 20 1 1 2 3 8 

Cross 
River 

21 2 0 0 7 13 

Edo 13 2 5 0 6 8 

FCT 23 5 5 0 6 8 

Kano 14 0 4 3 1 3 

Lagos 12 2 3 7 4 5 

Total 125 12 18 12 27 56 
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Trafficking in persons and smuggling of migrants affect people from different 

backgrounds and different sectors therefore, the assessment considered 

organizational profile of the respondents as a key factor in determining their 

knowledge and understanding of NAPTIP as an organization and issues of trafficking 

and smuggling. Table 3 gives a breakdown of the organizational profile of 

respondents across the focal states. Because some of these organizations are major 

stakeholders in the fight against human trafficking, it became necessary to ascertain 

their level of understanding of the issues assessed.  
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SECTION THREE: KEY SURVEY FINDINGS 

 

This chapter presents the preliminary results obtained from the assessment of level of 

awareness on traffic in persons (TIP) and smuggling of migrants (SOM) from the six 

focal states of Anambra, Benue, Cross River, Edo, Kano, Lagos and the FCT, Abuja. 

The results are presented in sections under the seven areas of focus as covered by 

the assessment. Highlights of this presentation include a brief introduction, a graphical 

presentation and analysis of the study result and a conclusion. A whole section of the 

assessment is devoted to eliciting understanding about the National Agency for the 

Prohibition of Traffic in Persons and Other Related matters (NAPTIP). This is because 

NAPTIP is the lead government agency for addressing this phenomenon of trafficking 

in persons. Areas of focus for the assessment were as follows; 

 

Á General knowledge and understanding of TIP and SOM 

Á Knowledge and understanding of NAPTIP 

Á TIP and SOM awareness and sources of information 

Á Attitudes and perceptions on TIP and SOM 

Á Victim assistance, protection and prevention  

Á Law enforcement/policy and legislation on TIP and SOM 

Á Media reports and content analysis of TIP/SOM messages 

 

3.1. General Knowledge and Understanding of TIP and SOM 

In determining respondentsô level of awareness on TIP and SOM, this section covered 

respondentsô understanding of the terms, TIP and SOM, seeking to verify if 

respondents have in-depth knowledge of the issues of TIP and SOM and the most 

effective channels for obtaining and disseminating information.  Other responses 

elicited included respondentsô attitudes and perceptions on TIP and SOM including 

knowledge of NAPTIP and its activities.   

3.1.1. Level of Awareness on TIP and SOM 
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As shown in fig 5, 92% or 231 respondents said they have heard of human trafficking 

while only paltry 8% or 19 respondents have not heard. 62% (155) respondents have 

heard of SOM and a significant number constituting 38% or 131 have never heard of 

the term. Although respondents said they have heard of the terms TIP and SOM, this 

does not however translate to having an in-depth understanding of what constitutes 

TIP or SOM. The researchers observed that some respondents only said they knew 

the terms in order not to appear ignorant before their peers but could not define it or 

tell whether there is a difference between the terms.  

 

 

        Interestingly, although a significant number of respondents know of TIP and SOM only 

131 (54%) said that there is a difference between the two terms, 68 respondents 

(28%) disagreed, stating that the two terms connote the same thing while 43 or 18% 

respondents could not determine whether there is a difference between TIP and SOM. 

This is a factual representation of the preliminary findings which discovered that some 

respondents said they have never heard of SOM and so were not expected to know if 

there is a difference or not.  

In the same vein, respondents overwhelmingly agreed that TIP and SOM constitute a 

menace in the society. Some of the reasons postulated for why respondents think 

there is a problem of TIP and SOM in Nigeria include the fact that;  

¶ TIP and SOM gives Nigeria a bad image in western countries (US and Europe)  

¶ Tarnishes the reputation of the country among the comity of nations 

¶ Could result to other socio-economic problems 

¶ If not checked, could lead to óbrain drain;ô  
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3.1.2. Information Channel on TIP and SOM 

 

As shown in fig 7, television was the major source of information on TIP for 88 

respondents accounting for 35% and SOM for 53 respondents or 27%. This could be 

because most of those polled are urban dwellers who have access to television and 

also have relative steady power supply. Radio on the other hand was cited by 15% for 

TIP and 16% for SOM. Other sources for TIP include; 10% from newspapers and 

magazines, 9% from teachers and 6% from family, friends and colleagues. In addition, 

17% of the respondents named other sources of information including seminars, 

workshops, outreaches etc. 

On the other hand, 13% cited newspapers and magazines as their first source of 

information on SOM while a significant number of respondents, accounting for 26% 

heard about SOM from other sources like workshops, trainings, meetings, outreach 

programmes among others. Surprisingly, billboards, IEC materials, NGO/CBO workers 

and religious/community leaders are not strong sources of information on TIP and 

SOM as attested to by the respondents. 
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3.1.3. Understanding TIP and SOM 

To ascertain level of respondentsô knowledge and understanding of the terms TIP and 

SOM, responses were captured under ógood idea,ô ósome idea,ô and óno idea.ô Good 

idea represented those who could define the terms fairly well, some idea representing 

respondents with a fair idea of what the terms mean while those who could not define 

the terms fell under the óno ideaô category. As noted, majority of the respondents have 

a significant level of education and this accounted for the high level of those with ógood 

idea,ô totaling 43% for TIP and 24% for SOM as shown on fig 8. A total of 46% of 

respondents have some idea and 11% said they have no idea at all about TIP. 

Conversely, majority of respondents totaling 42% have no idea at all about SOM.  

A further analysis of the data from the KII interviews across locations as seen in fig 9, 

were quite 

revealing. 

States where 

respondents 

ranked 

highest in 

good ideas 

include 

Lagos (21), 

Cross River 

(19), Edo 

(18), 

Anambra 
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and the FCT (14 each). These are states noted to be óhighlyô endemic to human 

trafficking. Interstingly, Benue state which has been described as óthe number one 

state in North Central zone in human trafficking,ô only 7 respondents have a good idea 

of TIP, 25 have some ideas while another 3 said they do not have any ideas about 

TIP. Additionally, 19 respondents in Anambra have some ideas while only 2 

respondents said they have no idea whatsoever. In Kano, 11 respondents have good 

idea, 8 have some idea and only 3 have no idea. In Cross River 20 respondents said 

thay have some idea and 3 respondents reported no idea. Further, 12 respondents in 

Lagos have some idea and 4 no idea at all. In the FCT,  25 respondents have some 

ideas and 8 no idea while in Edo, 20 some ideas and 3 no idea.  

Findings on 

respondentsô 

understanding 

of SOM show a 

marked 

difference from 

that obtained for 

TIP as seen in 

fig 10. The 

findings 

indicated some 

muddling up of 

the terms TIP 

and SOM by 

respondents lending credence to the fact that some people said they see no clear 

difference between TIP and SOM. A breakdown of results across locations reveal that 

only 7 respondents in Anambra, out of 36 respondents, have a good idea about SOM, 

9 in Benue, 10 in Cross River and 5 in Edo. In the FCT, 12 respondents have good 

idea about SOM and what it means, 7 in Kano and 12 in Lagos.  From these findings, 

it is clear that SOM is not as popular as TIP and it was also discovered that some 

respondents equated smuggling with drugs! 

 

3.2. KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF NAPTIP AND ITS ACTIVITIES 

The National Agency for the Prohibition of Traffic in Persons and other related matters 

(NAPTIP), which was created in August 2003 is the lead governmental agency 

charged with the responsibility of combating trafficking in persons in Nigeria in its 

entirety. Therefore, a key focus of the exercise was to assess respondentsô knowledge 
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and understanding of the agency and its efforts so far in carrying out itôs mandate. To 

this end, respondents were asked questions such as; have you heard of NAPTIP? 

What does NAPTIP mean? What does NAPTIP do? Are you satisfied with NAPTIP 

work? How can you rate NAPTIP efforts in meeting its mandate? 

3.2.1. Understanding NAPTIP role and responsibilities 

 

A total of 60% respondentsô have heard of NAPTIP, 70% said they know what NAPTIP 

does. However, this is just surface knowledge as another 46% doesnôt even know 

about NAPTIP or what it stands for. 

 

Table 4: knowledge and understanding of NAPTIP and its activities 

Location Have you heard 
of NAPTIP? 

Definition of NAPTIP Do you know what 

NAPTIP does? 

Responses Yes No Right Wrong �'�R�Q�¶�W���N�Q�R�Z Yes No 

Anambra 26 8 4 1 1 22 2 

Benue 28 5 6 1 24 20 6 

Cross River 29 13 6 20 16 22 7 

Edo 26 9 12 5 9 24 10 

FCT 21 25 3 7 16 17 13 

Kano 23 2 6 17 2 23 2 

Lagos 22 11 2 5 13 17 15 

TOTAL 174 73 39 56 81 145 55 

% 70% 30% 22% 32% 46% 81% 19% 

 


