Australian Monitoring up load process.

Prior to the implementation of NDS in Australia, internal drug movement data was captured by reporting companies and sent to TGA in the form of excel spreadsheets/CSV files.  The data format of the time reflected the data capture of the mainframe requirement and therefore it was easy to up load this file to the mainframe without significant re-keying of data.   Drug movements in the mainframe were captured in a single database file and UN reports are manually collated from reports generated from this data.

With the introduction of NDS there was a new challenge.  How does TGA collect the data and not require it to be re-keyed into NDS?  The primary object was to minimise the changes to work the reporting companies did yet get the data loaded validated and loaded into NDS.  NDS stores its various transaction types in different tables which meant that we would require a front end process that TGA have developed in Powerbuilder.  Our first task in developing a solution was to look at all the input screens in EMM (Establishment Management Module) and review the data requirement.  TGA then reviewed the current data we received from reporting establishments and developed a new reporting requirement standard that minimised the impact on reporting establishment.  This interface specification should be attached.

This document was circulated to reporting establishments asking for feedback.  There was general acceptance of the changes in reporting.  The new monitoring import function now reads CSV files sent to TGA by reporting establishments this files are loaded into a temporary table TGA created in the NDS database.  The file is tagged as processed and archived for later reference if necessary.  The batches of data in the temporary import table are then processed by the user that validates the data and up loads into NDS.  The user has the capability to correct errors and send reject lists back to reporting establishments for clarification.

There is one ancillary function in this process in that TGA allows reporting establishments to report against their own company/account entities.  This requires TGA to maintain company alias data that maps reporting establishment company/account to NDS establishments to ensure data consistancy.

