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Good morning.

 

I would like to start by thanking the Canadian government for hosting this meeting.  It is a pleasure for me to address the 5th NDS users’ group meeting and meet the users of the system.  It is also a pleasure to note that the number of operational users has increased significantly since the last users group meeting held in 2001.   

This increase is due to several factors.  First, it is the capital injection provided by the UN General Assembly.  It has enabled UNODC to fulfil the requests of Member States to enhance the system and expand its functionality.  Moreover, it enabled a rapid deployment of the system to reach the number of users that we see today.  Second, it is the dedication that you have exhibited towards using advanced systems for handling the complex task of drug control.  Third, it is the support that the Commission on Narcotics Drugs provided for continuing this project.  In March 2002 the CND adopted resolution L18. Rev.1, under implementation of the International Drug Control Treaties, which recommends States to implement NDS and urged Governments to make additional resources available for this task through the regular budget of the United Nations or through voluntary contributions.   Today, we have the NDS manager on the regular budget of the United Nations and we have expanded the size of the NDS team to provide further sustainable support to you.

The Operations Branch of UNODC, our arms in the field, has also supported this project.  Today, NDS implementation activities are part of licit drug control projects in a number of several regions.  To mention a few, the Licit Drug Control project in Eastern Africa, the Precursors Control Project in Central Asia and the Precursors Control Project in South Asia.

UNODC’s efforts in this direction are paralleled by the efforts of governments to customize NDS for their own use and to secure the required resources to successfully utilize the system.  Furthermore, regional organizations have played a role.  For example, the Organization of American States has recently established an expert group on pharmaceuticals that recommended NDS to be the standard software in the Americas for precursor control.

The culmination of all of these efforts is the NDS system that we have today. The task at hand of this user group meeting, that you are participating in today, is determining how successful we all have been in achieving the main goals of NDS.

I would like to take this opportunity to remind us all of the initial objectives:

1. Provide a comprehensive management information system for national as well as international drug control.

2. Facilitate electronic reporting by Member States to INCB

3. Facilitate electronic reporting by Member States to CND on the ARQ.

4. Facilitate exchange of drug control information among Member States on both the national and international levels.

Our success is always measured by the degree to which we have satisfied these goals.  Your meeting must assess these goals and the means to continue satisfying them.  It must as well decide on the means by which responsibility for the support of the system can be shared between Member States, regional organizations and UNODC.  Only through such assessment can we guarantee the continuation of the success of NDS.  

The NDS operation can be divided into main activities:

1. Continuation of support to current users of NDS

2. Continuation of enhancing NDS as per your requests and expanding the number of governments using the system to maximize the benefits of NDS as a standard licit drug control information system.

The first activity is guaranteed to continue by having the staff supporting you on a stable funding source which is the regular budget of the United Nations.  However, the second activity is still subject to voluntary contributions.  This meeting should propose mechanisms to sustain funding for continuous enhancement of NDS as per your requests and guarantee expanding NDS in a balanced approach.

At the third day of this meeting, I will provide you with a presentation on some of the ideas proposed by governments using NDS for your consideration.  Until then, I would kindly request you to give some thought to that point.

Last but not least, I wish you a very constructive meeting.
