
The COVID-19 pandemic has created 
and exacerbated crises of all kinds. The 
climate emergency is at boiling point; 
conflicts and displacement continue; 
human rights are under attack. We face 
urgent choices to get back on course to 
achieve the Sustainable Development 
Goals by 2030. How can we rise to this 
moment and set our world on a more just 
and sustainable pathway? 

Tackling corruption is key to all these 
questions, and to creating strong, inclu-
sive, resilient communities and societies 
fit for the future. 

Corruption feeds inequalities. From 
tax evasion schemes to demands for 
bribes, entrenched corrupt networks 
increase exclusion, harming women, 
young people and marginalized groups 
most by limiting access to public re-
sources and decision-making. The crim-
inal exploitation of resources endangers 
lives and livelihoods. And exposing cor-
rupt practices and illicit financial flows 
can leave whistleblowers at risk of re-
taliation and reprisal.

In the context of a global pandemic, 
corruption kills, crippling health and social 
systems when they are needed most and di-
verting emergency funds and supplies from 
people struggling to survive.

We cannot restore trust and uphold human 
rights and the rule of law without tackling 
corruption. 

The world is now gathering for the ninth 
session of the Conference of the States 
Parties to the United Nations Convention 

against Corruption in Sharm El-Sheikh, 
Egypt. This meeting aims to implement 
comprehensive commitments made ear-
lier this year to address corruption in all 
its forms. These range from new efforts 
on cross-border cooperation, to investi-
gating corrupt practices and recovering 
stolen assets. 

Implementation will require strengthen-
ing partnerships, including with the private 
sector and civil society, and addressing 

technical assistance gaps that prevent many 
developing countries from taking effective 
measures. 

The United Nations stands ready to sup-
port. Our Common Position on Corruption 
helps Member States to integrate anti-cor-
ruption efforts in national and local devel-
opment programmes, while addressing the 
challenges posed by transnational corrup-
tion cases.

But capacity without commitment is not 
enough to curb corruption. For many coun-
tries, recovering the stolen proceeds of cor-
ruption is vital. Africa loses more from il-
licit capital flight than it receives in official 
development assistance. We must put an 
end to safe havens for stolen funds.

Countries must lead by example and build 
governance structures capable of meeting 
today’s challenges and achieving progress 
towards SDG 16 on peace, justice and 
strong institutions. They must make good 
on their commitments to reduce corruption 
in all its forms and advance fairer and just 
societies. 

I urge States Parties gathering in Sharm 
El-Sheikh to concretely demonstrate their 
solidarity and commitment to addressing 
our common challenges. 

If we are to recover from the pandemic 
and deliver on the promise of the SDGs, 
we must act collectively against corrup-
tion, end the culture of impunity, strengthen 
transparency and create strong, accountable 
and inclusive institutions.  

Corruption corrupts. 
Recent behavioural 
research conducted 
across different re-
gions suggests that be-
ing exposed to corrupt 
environments makes 
it more likely that 
people will engage in 
corrupt or dishonest 
behaviour themselves. 
In this way corruption 
serves as a slippery 
slope and vicious cir-
cle, reinforcing and 
perpetuating unethical 
behaviours and crimi-
nal practices. If eve-
ryone else is doing it, 
why can’t I, the justifi-
cation goes.

Yet when we are 
empowered, we have 
the power to reject the 
notion of “business 
as usual”. Inspiring 
examples of leader-
ship and individual action, of people exercis-
ing their rights and doing their part to promote 
transparency, accountability and the rule of 
law, can help break the cycle of corruption and 
impunity. If citizens are enabled and equipped 
to push back against corrupt practices; if gov-
ernments govern with integrity; if the interna-
tional community cooperates through effective 
global partnerships and frameworks, we can 
collectively spark positive change and curb 
corruption.

It was this conviction that led to the first 
global Convention against Corruption, adopt-
ed by the United Nations General Assembly 
more than 15 years ago. And it is this belief 
that has propelled the 2021 year of global anti-
corruption action, which is now culminating in 
Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt at the ninth session 
of the Conference of the States Parties to the 
United Nations Convention against Corruption 
(CoSP 9).

Too often people feel forced to accept the in-
justices imposed by corruption. Trapped in cor-
rupt systems, they resign themselves to demands 
for bribes, influence peddling and kickbacks as 
the inescapable price of accessing essential ser-
vices, of getting ahead, of basic survival. And 
unfortunately this happens in most sectors and 
many countries across the globe.

Corruption disproportionately harms the 
poor, women, youth, and the most vulnerable 
and excluded by driving up costs and increas-
ing barriers to goods and services. In many 
cases, women access public services such as 
healthcare and education more than men and 
are more exposed to demands for bribes and 
other forms of corruption in the process.

By stealing away 
public resources, and 
undermining the rule 
of law and its insti-
tutions, corruption 
weakens economies, 
holds back develop-
ment and growth, and 
further exacerbates in-
equalities. Corruption 
steals hopes for a bet-
ter future and under-
mines the credibility 
of governments.

Corruption is linked 
to and facilitates oth-
er crimes and illicit 
flows, including cross-
border movements of 
terrorist financing and 
operations, the smug-
gling of migrants and 
human trafficking. 
Corruption and per-
ceptions of corruption 

can contribute to instability, which in turn fu-
els further corruption. By compromising the 
delivery of services and good governance, cor-
ruption gives rise to deprivation, disillusion-
ment and frustration, which can increase vul-
nerabilities to exploitation and radicalization 
to violent extremism. 

In Africa alone, some 89 billion US dollars 
are lost annually to illicit financial flows and 
capital flight, equivalent to nearly four percent 
of total GDP that should be going to hospitals, 
schools, roads and other contributors to the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The 
cost of corruption to the global economy is im-
mense, estimated to be in the trillions of US 
dollars every year.

By the same token, reducing corruption 
would unlock significant and sorely needed 
resources, with the IMF estimating that if all 
countries were to reduce corruption, the world 
could gain one trillion dollars in lost tax reve-
nues, equivalent to 1.25 percent of global GDP. 

Now in 2021 and here in Sharm El-Sheikh, 
the world is taking concrete steps at the high-
est level to step up the fight against corruption, 
and to safeguard the recovery and response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The first-ever UN General Assembly spe-
cial session against corruption, held in June, 
adopted a forward-looking political declara-
tion containing clear commitments to prevent 
and combat corruption at global and national 
levels. 

Deputy Secretary-General 
of the United Nations

Executive Director, United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime
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Pathways to pandemic recovery and inclusive 
growth lead through Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt, 
where the world is coming together from 13-
17 December 2021 to advance cooperation 
against corruption. 

The continuing COVID-19 crisis has driven 
home the truth that greater accountability and 
transparency are essential to an effective and 
equitable pandemic response and recovery. 
Curbing corruption is also a vital imperative 
to prepare ourselves better for emergencies to 

come, and to get on track to realizing the Sus-
tainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030. 

The ninth session of the Conference of the 
States Parties to the United Nations Conven-
tion against Corruption (CoSP 9) caps a year 
of global anti-corruption action, notably in-
cluding the UN General Assembly’s first-ever 
special session against corruption (UNGASS) 
in June 2021. 

The road to CoSP 9

 Anti-corruption champions share their views and perspectives as the world comes together at the 9th
session of the Conference of the States Parties to the United Nations Convention against Corruption
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At a time when uncertainty and dis-
ruption caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic continue to challenge gov-
ernance, public trust in institutions, 
reputational risk and the rule of law, it 
is more important than ever to recog-
nize the rights and roles of each and 
every person and institution in tack-
ling corruption. 

Corruption undermines the rights of 
particularly poor and vulnerable com-
munities and causes leakages of funds 
that could be used for national devel-
opment issues. While it is the primary 
duty of governments to stem the tide 
against corruption, the responsibil-
ity lies beyond governments. People 
have a legitimate and critical role to 
play in the fight against corruption: 
civil society, businesses large and 
small, academia, the media. We must 
collectively fight corruption at all lev-
els, everywhere.

Article 13 of the United Nations 
Convention against Corruption (UN-
CAC) — the only legally binding 
universal anti-corruption instrument 
— recognizes society’s responsibil-
ity to actively engage in the fight 
against corruption. It calls on gov-
ernments to strengthen their par-
ticipation by, among other actions: 
Enhancing the transparency of and 
promoting the contribution of the 
public to decision-making processes; 
and ensuring that the public has ef-
fective access to information.

Yet, while the public has the right 

to be informed and participate, 
corruption undermines the sys-
tem that leads to good govern-
ance, economic development and 
prosperity. Even worse, corrup-
tion goes beyond borders; its ef-
fect in one country is easily felt 
in others. Take for instance, il-
licit financial flows. Therefore, it 
is imperative to follow a collec-
tive and intentional international 
approach to tackle corruption. 
Countries must work together to 
eradicate it.

At the United Nations Global 
Compact, we recognize the right 
and role of everyone, including 
businesses, in the fight against 
corruption. We challenge com-
panies to work collectively with 
other companies, civil society, 
the United Nations and govern-
ments to promote a more trans-
parent global economy. 

The Tenth Principle of the 
United Nations Global Compact, 
derived from the UNCAC, commits 
our participating companies across 
162 countries to avoid bribery, extor-
tion and other forms of corruption, 
and to develop proactive policies and 
initiatives against corruption in their 
operations and throughout their sup-
ply chains. 

We do this work because corrup-
tion undermines the full realization 
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, taints markets and 

adds to the cost of doing business. 
Joining forces to tackle corruption 
will lead to business growth and 
resilience — especially for micro-, 
small- and medium-sized enterprises 
that in most cases lack the leverage 
to fight it. Saying no to corruption 
will reduce transaction costs so that 
businesses can flourish and provide 
jobs. Furthermore, an anti-corruption 
society will ensure the rule of law is 
sacrosanct and bring credibility and 
legitimacy to governments and other 

institutions.
That is why we support Col-

lective Action against corrup-
tion around the world. Within 
the context of our current work, 
we are implementing two pro-
jects in collaboration with Global 
Compact Local Networks across 
ten countries to facilitate public-
private cooperation in the fight 
against corruption. In June, we 
launched Uniting against Cor-
ruption: A Playbook on Anti-
Corruption Collective Action, 
which allows users to diagnose 
their local corruption landscape, 
identify and engage stakeholders, 
and apply the Collective Action 
methodology to address identi-
fied corruption challenges and 
mitigate potential business risks. 
(The Playbook is available in our 
online Resource Library in Eng-
lish, French, Spanish and Portu-
guese, along with additional re-
sources on anti-corruption.) Our 

efforts aim to raise business integ-
rity, enhance transparency and bring 
the private sector, governments, and 
civil society together to advance the 
anti-corruption agenda collectively.

Building on our preeminent posi-
tion as the largest pan-African sus-
tainability initiative, the United Na-
tions Global Compact launched a new 
Africa strategic plan to drive greater 
impact in the coming years and place 
stronger emphasis on African priori-

ties and peoples. The strategy aims 
to accelerate and scale the impact of 
business to drive progress towards 
the Sustainable Development Goals 
across the African continent. It takes 
a multifaceted approach built upon 
four essential pillars: 1) a clear strate-
gic vision; 2) a well-defined and com-
pelling value proposition; 3) an am-
bitious and targeted growth plan; and 
4) a fit-for-purpose operating model. 
Our Africa strategy positions our 
work on anti-corruption as being key 
to supporting Ease of Doing Business 
initiatives; levels the playing field for 
businesses and incentivizes a strong 
investor environment.

Combatting corruption provides ad-
ditional benefits to critical develop-
ment areas such as education, health, 
and the environment. We will not be 
able to realize our vision of building 
back stronger from the global pan-
demic unless we are serious about 
eradicating corruption.

As we prepare for the ninth session 
of the Conference of the States Parties 
to the UNCAC in Sharm El-Sheikh, 
Egypt, we must not lose momentum 
from the Special session of the Gen-
eral Assembly against corruption held 
in June and reflect on one critical 
truth: that what affects one affects all. 
To end the scourge of corruption, we 
must recognize our rights and roles as 
individuals, come together and com-
mit to taking action. Only then can we 
build the better world we all want.

Why do we fight corruption? And who has the 
right of and responsibility for fighting corrup-
tion? And how can corruption be fought?

These seem to be self-evident questions. 
Yet, our answer has to be clear and specific. 
Corruption costs people’s fortunes; under-
mines development; turns peoples’ hopes and 
ambitions into ashes; deals a fatal blow to the 
standards of justice and equal opportunities, 
and destabilizes and destroys societies.  

In most people’s minds, the word “corrup-
tion” immediately paints a picture of formal 
national institutions that are concerned with 
combating corruption. This mindset has to 
change. Addressing corruption is not exclu-
sive to the State, it is rather a complex issue 
for which the responsibility begins with the 
citizen and society.

The fight against corruption is an individ-
ual, national and international responsibil-
ity, and the individuals of a society form the 
first line of defence against corruption risks. 
A citizen for whom their homeland is an ear-
nest concern would say “no” to corruption. It 
is their role to refuse to contribute to corrupt 
acts, even if their contribution is minor. Re-
search on corruption risks has established that 
constant small-scale corruption is as danger-
ous as a rare large-scale case. This is to say 
that a society which culturally tolerates small 
bribes suffers as much as a society where a 
high-ranking officer occasionally accepts 
much larger bribes. 

Indeed, citizens have a role in saying “no”, 
but, at the same time, they have the right to 
be provided with means of reporting and pro-

tection, and with alternative paths other than 
corruption. It is their right to have State in-
stitutions that work in synergy with civil so-
ciety, the press, academia and research insti-
tutions, and to be educated about corruption 
risks and their methods of prevention.

In Egypt, we have made considerable effort 
to guarantee the rights of citizens to say “no” 
to corruption, starting with the constitution, 
which contains a whole chapter dedicated 
to oversight bodies concerned with combat-
ing corruption; as well as several other Acts 
that enable us in our capacity as the oversight 
bodies of the State of Egypt to control differ-
ent corruption offences. 

Egyptian citizens now have the right, per 
the constitution, to have a national anti-cor-
ruption strategy that is developed and im-
plemented through cooperation among law 
enforcement agencies and civil society, the 
private sector and academia.   

Pursuant to the provisions of the National 
Anti-Corruption Strategy, citizens are now 
provided with a channel for reporting inci-
dents of corruption, starting from calling the 
complaint hotline at 16100 to communicate 
directly with the Administrative Control Au-
thority (ACA) to using the electronic “Uni-
fied Government Complaints System” appli-
cation and other accessible means. 

In addition, many successes have been at-
tained by putting in place mechanisms for 
integrity and transparency, including the Uni-
fied Procurement System, where any citizen 
may review and examine public procurement 
processes. Furthermore, the public Citizen 

Budget Sheets are being written and dissemi-
nated in an accessible language to help non-
specialist readers understand the information, 
out of our belief that it is the right of citizens 
to know, and that transparency provides the 
ideal solution to contain corruption.   

The right to refuse corruption is no longer 
only a national or local duty; it became an 
international right and an obligation for gov-

ernments under the United Nations Conven-
tion against Corruption (UNCAC). As per the 
Convention, both States and societies have 
the right to refuse corruption and to recover 
corruption-borne proceeds that were smug-
gled into other countries, recognizing asset 
recovery as one of the fundamental princi-
ples agreed upon before the Convention was 
opened for signature. 

The Convention ensures that all States es-
tablish as crimes the stipulated acts of corrup-
tion and address issues of international coop-
eration and extradition, out of the universal 
conviction that it is in the interest of all coun-
tries of the world to join hands to fight this 
scourge, which harms everyone and which no 
country can fight alone without cooperation 
and synergy with other countries. In this con-
nection, we wish to declare through Egypt’s 
hosting of the ninth session of the Conference 
of the States Parties to the UNCAC that we 
are united with the world against corruption, 
rendering it a universal right to say “No” to 
corruption. 

Like other social phenomena, the manifes-
tations and forms of corruption differ in how 
dangerous they are and vary according to the 
prevailing culture in each region. Therefore, 
there must also be mechanisms to harmonize 
regional efforts, to complement the Conven-
tion through regional agreements and sup-
plementary measures. In my capacity as the 
Head of ACA in the Arab Republic of Egypt, 
I can inform the readers about two important 
regional axes in the world, namely the Afri-
can axis and the Arab axis.

On the African level, the African Union 
Convention on Preventing and Combating 
Corruption was executed in support of the Af-
rican countries in their fight against corrup-
tion. Moreover, the Association of Anti-Cor-
ruption Authorities was established with the 
aim to coordinate the African efforts. It has 
been an honour for me and for my country to 
introduce many contributions and initiatives 
for the exchange of information and expertise 
in the field of combating corruption with our 
African brothers, including by hosting the 
first African Anti-Corruption Forum in Sharm 
El-Sheikh in 2019, bringing together anti-
corruption experts from 54 African countries. 

Owing to the Arab cultural specificities that 
are reflected in the manifestations and forms 
of corruption, it was also crucial to harmonize 
efforts and exchange information in order to 
identify targeted methods for tackling corrup-
tion. Thus, the Arab Anti-Corruption Conven-
tion was concluded, with the notable achieve-
ment of the adoption of the Arab Guide for 
Asset Recovery. 

It is evident from this brief account that 
we have exerted significant global, regional 
and national efforts to prevent corruption. 
In conclusion, I would like, on the occasion 
of my country’s hosting of the ninth session 
of the Conference of the States Parties to the 
UNCAC, to convey a message to everyone 
on the need for the world to take serious and 
coordinated actions in order to contain cor-
ruption. Join us, refuse to be one of the loop-
holes through which the scourge of corruption 
seeps, and say “no” to corruption.    

Chair, Administrative Control 
Authority of Egypt

President-designate, ninth session of 
the Conference of the States Parties, 

UNCAC

President, Supreme Audit Institution, 
UAE

President, eighth session of the 
Conference of the States Parties, 

UNCAC

CEO & Executive Director of the 
United Nations Global Compact 

The Declaration called on the UN Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC), as the lead entity in the Unit-
ed Nations system on countering corruption, to take 
forward support to Member States to implement the 
Convention against Corruption. As guardian to the 
Convention, UNODC provides normative, advisory, 
and operational support to 116 countries through our 
dedicated Global Programme against Corruption and 
field presence, helping to strengthen international co-
operation; tackle linkages with other forms of crime; 
and enable the recovery and return of stolen assets.

Moreover, in the lead up to the special session, a 
UN system task force co-chaired by UNODC, the 
Department of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs 
and UNDP developed a new UN System Common 
Position on Corruption to integrate anti-corruption in 
national, local and sectoral development assistance, 
while supporting international cooperation to tackle 
large-scale, often high-level transnational corruption 
cases.

Harnessing this momentum and taking determined 
measures to curb illicit flows and recover stolen pro-
ceeds of corruption could be the step change the world 
needs to emerge from the pandemic crisis stronger and 
more resilient, and get back on track to achieving the 
SDGs.

As UN Secretary-General António Guterres has 
emphasized, humanity is at a breakdown or break-
through moment, facing stark and urgent choices 
to tackle COVID-19, conflict and climate change. 
Tackling the many challenges of our moment re-
quires a renewed social contract between people and 
their governments, and a clear prerequisite to restor-
ing this bond of trust is more meaningful action to 
prevent and combat corruption.

That is the responsibility we have before us in Sharm 
El-Sheikh. CoSP 9 is only the second-ever CoSP to 
take place in Africa, and our meeting will set the inter-
national anti-corruption agenda for the coming years.

As such CoSP 9 represents an important and timely 
opportunity for improving international cooperation 
against corruption, helping the world recover with in-
tegrity, and supporting efforts to advance prevention 
through education; encourage diversity through gen-
der equality and inclusion; and mobilize allies in civil 
society, academia, and the private sector.

Looking to the future of anti-corruption, at CoSP 9 
we will also celebrate the integrity leaders of tomor-
row, with the winners of the UNODC “Coding4In-
tegrity” hackathon presenting their solutions at the 
conference.

Engagement with youth and better leveraging tech-
nologies for accountability will be a strong focus of 
the session. Digital advances such as AI, big data and 
FinTech can help to better manage corruption risks, 
and governments can be more transparent, do better 
monitoring of services and engage citizens, especially 
youth. CoSP 9 is an opportunity for States Parties, 
the private sector and other stakeholders to generate 
ideas and share solutions for transforming global anti-
corruption action.

People, and young people most of all, have the 
right to a fair future. And with this right comes a role 
and responsibility to contribute to shaping this better 
future, together. As the world gathers in Sharm El-
Sheikh, let us reaffirm our cooperation and commit-
ment to justice, and speaking in one clear voice, say 
no to corruption.

With just nine years to go, an ambitious 
international effort is underway to deliver 
on the promise of the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals. The Decade of Action calls for 
effectively addressing the world’s biggest 
challenges — from poverty and climate 
change, to inequality and corruption.

Promoting quality education and mean-
ingful youth engagement has become ever 
more imperative to create new pathways 
for positive change and innovation. The 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
– including SDG 16 on peace and justice 
– cannot be effectively achieved without 
building a new generation that is guided 
by the principles and values of ethics and 
integrity.

The impact of corruption on youth was 
recognized by the Political Declaration 
adopted by the General Assembly at its 
unprecedented special session against cor-

ruption held in June 2021. The world’s 1.8 
billion young people have a major stake in 
countering corruption and have the right 
to demand accountability, integrity, and 
transparency from their leaders. Howev-
er, all too often, youth are excluded from 
decision-making and lack access to infor-
mation, thus hampering their capacity to 
contribute to anti-corruption efforts. 

It is precisely for these reasons, that the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) is  launching its brand-new ini-
tiative, GRACE: the Global Resource for 
Anti-Corruption Education and Youth Em-
powerment. 

The GRACE initiative will bring to the 
international community knowledge and 
experience working with educators, aca-
demics, youth, and anti-corruption authori-
ties to foster a culture of rejection of corrup-
tion. It will help today’s youth become the 

integrity leaders of tomorrow by equipping 
them with skills and mindsets required to 
promote transparency, accountability, and 
integrity within their communities.

The overall objective of the GRACE 
initiative is to create a culture of rejection 
of corruption among children and youth 
by harnessing the transformational power 
of education and partnerships. Structured 
around three thematic pillars – primary 
and secondary education; academia and re-
search; and youth empowerment – GRACE 
will embed four cross-cutting priorities in 
its work: partnerships, innovation, gender 
and youth. 

GRACE will also work on empowering 
youth through establishing a youth adviso-
ry board – “YouthLED” – which will help 
inform and advice UNODC in its work 
with youth from across the globe. In ad-
dition, GRACE will focus on innovation 

under its #Coding4Integrity Hackathon 
Series – an annual competition for young 
developers from around the world. The 
objectives of Coding4Integrity are to pro-
mote the use of information and communi-
cations technologies (ICT) to prevent and 
combat corruption and to give young de-
velopers the chance to come up with their 
own ideas on how to counter corruption 
through technology. The challenge will 
also promote the implementation of the 
United Nations Convention against Cor-
ruption by enhancing public-private part-
nerships in the development of sustainable 
ICT-based anti-corruption solutions; youth 
engagement and employment; innovation 
and technology.

By promoting integrity through educa-
tion, GRACE will equip young people 
with the tools to build societies more resil-
ient to corruption.

As the international community has increas-
ingly recognized, corruption is a primary cause 
of development failure, it undermines the rule 
of law and poses a serious threat to security as 
well as political stability. Waste and misman-
agement of public financial resources can nega-
tively impact the lives of citizens. 

In response, the fight against corruption has 
recently gained prominence on the agenda of 
Supreme Audit Institutions (SAIs), national en-
tities responsible for auditing government rev-
enue and spending. 

SAIs, based on their mandates, can enhance 
the establishment of governance structures in 
public sector entities and strengthen financial 
systems control components, thereby helping to 
safeguard public funds, and contributing to the 
effective implementation of the United Nations 
Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC).

In fact, fighting corruption is not a new phe-
nomenon to the audit work of SAIs. Indeed, as 
per the Lima Declaration (1977), the aim of 
public sector auditing “is to reveal deviations 
from accepted standards and violations of the 
principles of legality, efficiency, effectiveness 
and economy of financial management early 
enough to make it possible to take corrective 
action in individual cases, to make those accountable accept respon-
sibility, to obtain compensation, or to take steps to prevent--or at least 
render more difficult--such breaches”. 

This aim has a direct focus on the fight against corruption on both 
the prevention side and on the detection side. As a result, SAIs audit 
operations are directly involved in the process of fighting fraud and cor-
ruption in government entities. SAIs audit can act as a forceful deterrent 
to the misuse of public financial resources, and as a means for exposing 
violations of rules and regulations. 

As the SAI community came to understand the importance of working 
with international bodies to intensify the effectiveness of the role of 
SAIs in fighting corruption, they started cooperation with United Na-
tions entities including the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
and the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). 

The International Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions (IN-
TOSAI) and the United Nations have held the UN/INTOSAI symposia 
since 1971, providing training for participants from SAIs in developing 
and transition countries. In October 1996, the 12th UN/INTOSAI Semi-

nar on Government Auditing was organized 
under the theme “The Role of SAIs in Fighting 
Corruption and Mismanagement.” 

Cooperation between the United Nations and 
SAIs was crowned by the INTOSAI/UNODC 
Memorandum of Understanding, signed in July 
2019. A new chapter of collaboration between 
SAIs and Anti-corruption Authorities (ACAs) 
began, which helped to position public sector 
auditors as a transformative force in the journey 
to advance integrity, accountability and trans-
parency in the public sector. This collaboration 
has been also cemented by the endorsement of 
resolution 8/13 of the Conference of State Par-
ties to the UNCAC (COSP), entitled “The Abu 
Dhabi Declaration on enhancing collaboration 
between supreme audit institutions and anti-
corruption bodies, to more effectively prevent 
and fight corruption.” The Declaration, adopted 
at the 8th session of the COSP in Abu Dhabi 
in 2019, is paving the way for SAIs to be ac-
tively involved in the international and regional 
events such as the COSP, including confer-
ence working groups, and notably the Working 
Group on Prevention, in which SAIs took part 
this past June.

The engagement of SAIs in global-level fora 
will help to enhance the role of public sector auditors in preventing 
and fighting corruption in governments agencies. In addition, SAIs can 
utilize their expertise and knowledge to cooperate with ACAs in the 
implementation of the Convention, particularly Chapter Two on Preven-
tive Measures, and Article 9 on public procurement and management of 
public finances. SAIs are already heavily engaged in addressing the sub-
stance of this article and they are well-placed to contribute successfully 
to the prevention and detection of fraud and corruption in the execution 
of national budgets. 

The fight against corruption can take place at the prevention stage 
through the strengthening of preventive measures such as sound finan-
cial management systems and good governance structures, or in the de-
tection stage, where SAIs can apply their technological expertise, car-
rying out 100 percent test samples and running data analysis using big 
data. SAIs with their accumulated professional knowledge and experi-
ences, are in a strategic position to promote and prompt a more system-
atic approach to combatting wrongdoing when it comes to the usage and 
management of public funds.

By 
 Hassan 
Abdel-Shafi

By 
 Dr. Harib Al Amimi

By 
Sanda Ojiambo

It is your right and role 
to say “no” to corruption!

The cumulative role of Supreme 
Audit Institutions

Business is an essential partner 
for a transparent global economy
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As a special initiative of 
the UN Secretary-General, 
the United Nations Glo-
bal Compact is a call to 
companies everywhere to 
align their operations and 
strategies with Ten Prin-
ciples in the areas of human 
rights, labour, environment 
and anti-corruption and 
to publicly report on their 
progress. Our ambition is 
to accelerate and scale the 
global collective impact of 
business by upholding the 
Ten Principles and delive-
ring the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals through 
accountable companies 
and ecosystems that en-
able change. With more 
than 14,000 companies 
and 3,000 non-business 
signatories based in over 
160 countries, and 69 Local 
Networks, the UN Global 
Compact is the world’s lar-
gest corporate sustainabi-
lity initiative — one Global 
Compact uniting business 
for a better world.

The UN Global 
Compact

Continued from page 1

Raising 
one voice 
against 
corruption

Reimagining education: 
Promoting anti-corruption attitudes 

and youth empowerment through teaching

The Political Declaration adopted at the 
first-ever United Nations General As-
sembly special session against corrup-
tion, held in June 2021, recognizes the 
importance of Supreme Audit Insti-
tutions (SAIs), stressing their role “in 
preventing and combating corruption, 
in particular with regard to promoting 
integrity, accountability, transparency 
and the proper management of public 
affairs and public property, as well as 
the efficient use of public resources” 
and committing to preserving their inde-
pendence. 

SAIs are public bodies responsible for 
the audit of government revenue and ex-
penditure. According to the International 
Organization of Supreme Audit Institu-
tions (INTOSAI), “by scrutinizing pub-
lic financial management and reporting, 
they provide assurance that resources 
are used as prescribed. Most SAIs de-
rive their mandate from the constitution 
and/or legislation. SAIs undertake finan-
cial audits of organizations’ accounting 
procedures and financial statements, and 
compliance audits reviewing the legal-
ity of transactions made by the audited 
body. The also conduct performance 
audits to scrutinize the efficiency, ef-
fectiveness or economy of government’s 
undertakings.”

In recent years, the international com-
munity has increasingly focused on the 
role and capacities of SAIs in strength-
ening reporting and enforcement to curb 
corruption. 

At its eighth session in December 2019, 
the Conference of the States Parties to the 
United Nations Convention against Cor-
ruption (UNCAC) adopted Resolution 

8/13, the “Abu Dhabi Declaration”, to 
enhance collaboration between supreme 
audit institutions and anti-corruption 
bodies to more effectively prevent and 
fight corruption. 

This commitment was further reinforced 
by a new three-year programme signed 
in May 2021 by the Executive Director 
of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC), Ghada Waly, and the President 
of the Supreme Audit Institution of the 
United Arab Emirates (SAI/UAE), Harib 
Al Amimi, to support SAIs in strength-
ening their anti-corruption functions and 
to promote cooperation with specialized 
anti-corruption bodies. 

The programme draws upon the part-
nership between SAI/UAE, UNODC and 
INTOSAI, and follows on a Memoran-
dum of Understanding signed between 
INTOSAI and UNODC in July 2019. To-
gether with the Abu Dhabi Declaration, 
these building blocks provide a compre-
hensive and robust architecture to accel-
erate global anti-corruption action.

Under the programme, UNODC is co-
ordinating the development of a practi-
cal guide on enhancing cooperation be-
tween SAIs and anti-corruption bodies, 
and the Office will develop and deliver 
training programmes for both authorities 
on a global scale. Special attention will 
also be paid to the use of information and 
communications technologies for pre-
venting and combatting corruption. 

A zero draft of the guide will be pre-
sented to participants at a special event 
on the margins of the ninth session of the 
Conference of the States Parties to UN-
CAC in Sharm-El- Sheikh on 12 Decem-
ber 2021.

What do SAIs do?
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The ninth session of the Conference of 
State Parties to the United Nations Con-
vention against Corruption (UNCAC) 
comes amid urgent global challenges. 
As the world continues to respond to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the climate crisis 
and growing economic uncertainty, it is 
critical that we also address the issue of 
corruption – for corporate and political 
integrity and transparency are integral 
to realizing the equitable and sustain-
able future we are striving to reach. 

Anti-corruption efforts are needed so 
that we can invest effectively in urgent 
priorities. The trillions of dollars gov-
ernments and businesses are devoting to 
revitalizing our economies is at risk of 
being diluted if these funds become fer-
tile ground for corruption and self-deal-
ing. By some estimates, the annual cost 
of corruption is over 3.5 trillion US dol-
lars – capital that could more than fund 
the 300 billion US dollars estimated 
cost of climate adaption in developing 
economies.  

But knowing that we must address 
corruption is just one part of the story. The other is 
how we go about doing it. Here, the challenges we are 
confronting are instructive. Just as the pandemic and 
climate crisis each demand global collaboration, so too 
does the battle against corruption. The fact that there 
are 189 parties to the Convention against Corruption 
speaks to the recognition that a collective commitment 
is crucial to meeting our anti-corruption objectives. 

Importantly, when we speak of collective action, it 

must also mean multilateral and multi-stakeholder in 
nature because no single country, company or indus-
try can achieve its anti-corruption goals by itself. From 
small and mid-size enterprises to multi-national corpo-
rations, and for countries around the world, everyone 
bears the burden of corruption, even if it is not within 
their own boardrooms or borders. Every stakeholder, 
therefore, needs to be part of the solution.  

Article 12 of the Convention against Corruption di-
rectly addresses the importance of engaging the private 

sector in the fight against corruption. The 
convention encourages state parties to 
partner with private entities and to help 
develop corporate anti-corruption safe-
guards, including conflict checks, disclo-
sure obligations, and accounting and au-
diting standards.

The World Economic Forum – the Inter-
national Organization for Public-Private 
Cooperation – is spearheading innovative 
initiatives to bring together stakeholders 
from business, government and civil so-
ciety to propel an anti-corruption agenda. 
Our Partnership Against Corruption Ini-
tiative (PACI) is comprised of 90 compa-
nies from across industries and serves as 
the principal CEO-led platform for bat-
tling global corruption. 

This community not only creates a vir-
tuous environment among itself, in which 
leaders reinforce anti-corruption commit-
ments and actions, but it also sends a pow-
erful market signal. Namely, the world’s 
leading companies have zero tolerance for 
corruption and are ready to work collec-
tively across sectoral boundaries to curb it.

This past June, PACI launched a Unifying Framework 
for private sector intermediaries – known as “gate-
keepers” – who are positioned to prevent or interrupt 
illicit financial flows. The framework, developed in 
partnership with the Forum’s Global Future Council on 
Transparency and Anti-Corruption, the UNODC-World 
Bank StAR Initiative and leaders from the private sec-
tor, aims to unite a broad array of private sector profes-
sionals and serve as a mechanism for complementing, 

reinforcing, or enhancing existing regulatory measures.
Regional initiatives are similarly raising anti-corrup-

tion standards within the private sector. The Pearl Ini-
tiative, for instance, convenes public and private sector 
leaders to promote corporate accountability and trans-
parency across the Gulf Region. And the Maritime An-
ti-Corruption Network (MACN) leverages local part-
nerships to rid ports and canals of corruption. MACN’s 
efforts have notably benefited one of the world’s es-
sential maritime channels, the Suez Canal, reducing de-
mands for facilitation payments and tangibly improv-
ing the operating environment for all stakeholders. 

What these initiatives all have in common is the idea 
of integrity beyond compliance. While abiding by an-
ti-corruption laws is essential, it is frequently insuf-
ficient. To achieve truly transparent, accountable and 
honest markets, corporate leaders increasingly under-
stand that they must often go above and beyond what 
is strictly required under the law to build a culture of 
integrity in within their organizations.  

As we look towards the future, effective anti-corrup-
tion must be understood as a necessary foundation of a 
healthy and prosperous planet. We cannot meaningfully 
reduce carbon emissions and human rights violations, 
nor can we increase access to life-saving medicines and 
life-sustaining employment unless our political and eco-
nomic systems are grounded in the principles of trans-
parency, accountability and integrity.  

Like the COVID-19 pandemic and climate change, 
corruption is a transnational and multi-sectoral problem 
that requires transnational and multi-sectoral solutions. 
Collective action and public-private collaboration will 
prove essential in the coming months and years as we 
shape a more equitable post-pandemic world and a 
more sustainable future.

The COVID-19 pandemic has made us all 
acutely aware that a global threat requires 
a global response. This month in Sharm El-
Sheikh, Egypt, governments and other ac-
tors will gather for the ninth session of the 
Conference of the States Parties (CoSP) to 
the United Nations Convention against Cor-
ruption to take a hard look at another rising 
global threat—one that involves stealing 
from public coffers for private gain, one 
that obstructs our global efforts to overcome 
poverty, inequality, and climate change.

No continent is left unscathed. From Afri-
ca to Asia, Europe and the Americas, news 
headlines shout of political figures syphoning 
resources from government budgets and multi-
nationals stockpiling millions into secret brib-
ery slush funds to access lucrative public con-
tracts. In an instant, stolen assets move across 
borders and land in offshore accounts, tax ha-
vens or shell companies—making it difficult to 
track, investigate, and prosecute cases. 

Large-scale cross-border corruption is on 
the rise and is being committed by those who 
wield enough power to avoid any legal con-
sequences. We have already started to see a 
spike in scandals related to the COVID-19 
crisis, which forced many governments to 
forego the usual checks and balances in fa-
vour of emergency stimulus packages and 
rapid procurement of medical equipment.

There are signs of growing intolerance 
towards corruption and increasing political 
will to give anti-corruption efforts some 
bite to their bark. Countless commitments 
have already been made, the strongest of 
which is the United Nations Convention 

against Corruption (UNCAC), the first and 
only legally binding universal instrument 
against corruption. It requires, among oth-
ers, the 189 parties who have joined it to 
cooperate with each other, through ‘mutual 
legal assistance’. In addition to extensive 
provisions on the prevention of corruption, 
it calls for the protection of whistle-blow-
ers, a peer review process and law enforce-
ment cooperation for information-sharing 
and has a strong focus on asset recovery.

One of the key promises of the Conven-

tion is to improve global cooperation, more 
specifically “direct cooperation” between 
law enforcement agencies (article 48). 
When anti-corruption law enforcement 
authorities can communicate directly with 
their peers in different countries, prior to 
the mutual legal assistance process, to ex-
change information proactively and spon-
taneously, it results in a more rapid identifi-
cation of criminals and assets. 

As such, a number of law enforcement 
cooperation networks have appeared on the 
global scene over the last decade in specific 
areas. Most anti-corruption networks, how-
ever, still lack a truly global footprint and 
often have a specialized audience (police) or 
focus (financial intelligence, asset recovery). 

Anti-corruption practitioners and pol-
icymakers, frustrated by painfully slow 
and complex processes, regularly raise the 
need for improved international coopera-
tion and information exchange with their 
peers across borders. The little data avail-
able confirms the challenges and the slow 
process of international cooperation and 
asset recovery. Preliminary analysis from 
the Stolen Asset Recovery (StAR) Initia-
tive of UNODC and the World Bank sug-
gests that over 4 billion US dollars in assets 
were recovered and returned between 2010 
and 2020, involving roughly 50 different 
countries of origin, transit and destination 
(around 15 percent of this amount is related 
to the Sani Abacha loot from Nigeria dating 
back to the mid-1990s).

Under the Saudi Arabian G20 Presidency 
in 2020, G20 countries explored the precise 

nature of these shortcomings in internation-
al cooperation. Their analysis revealed that 
more than 100 countries are still not able to 
access anti-corruption networks to receive 
practical guidance or assistance in their 
case work whether due to decentralized 
processes, lack of capacity and resources, 
or other barriers.

This gap gave rise to the idea to estab-
lish the Global Operational Network of 
Anti-Corruption Law Enforcement Au-
thorities – the GlobE Network – facilitated 
by UNODC and guided by UN Member 
States’ needs and expertise. The Network 
was launched earlier this year during the 
first-ever special session of the UN General 
Assembly (UNGASS) against corruption.

The political declaration adopted at UN-
GASS welcomed the creation of the GlobE 
Network to develop a “quick, agile and 
efficient tool for combatting cross-border 
corruption offences, strengthen communi-
cation exchange and peer learning between 
anti-corruption law enforcement authori-
ties.” It encouraged states to “participate in 
and make best use of this network.” 

Established under the auspices of UNO-
DC (the guardian of the UN Convention 
against Corruption), the GlobE Network 
has grown beyond our expectations: as 
of end-November, just five months after 
launching, it already includes some 78 au-
thorities from 47 countries. 

The Network held its inaugural meeting 
in November in Vienna and is now set to 
enable a wide range of countries to en-
gage in secure and informal information 

exchanges and build trusted partnerships 
among anti-corruption peers. The key word 
for this new global network is operational. 
It is focused on delivering one of the key 
promises of the UN Convention against 
Corruption: “direct cooperation” between 
law enforcement agencies. In the words of 
the UN Secretary-General “[w]e expect the 
GlobE Network to empower all countries 
with practical solutions and tools to track, 
investigate and prosecute corruption, com-
plementing existing frameworks.”

The upcoming CoSP in Sharm El-Sheikh 
is an important opportunity for the interna-
tional community to ramp up its anti-cor-
ruption efforts, especially as we seek to 
recover with integrity from the COVID-19 
crisis. As the main global body for anti-cor-
ruption policy, the CoSP is set recognize 
the significance and lend its support to 
cross-border cooperation in a resolution 
dedicated to the GlobE Network. The Con-
ference also provides another opportuni-
ty for GlobE Network members to meet, 
discuss specific cases, and build a strong, 
international community of anti-corruption 
practitioners. 

Our goal is to work together to disrupt 
and dismantle the systems that enable the 
corrupt to steal with impunity. The newly 
created GlobE Network is a tangible tool, 
open to all countries, to help us achieve this 
goal. Only through direct communication, 
trusted partnerships, and cooperation across 
borders can we ensure high-level, large-
scale corruption does not compromise our 
global efforts to build forward.

Corruption, like COVID-19, knows no borders. 
Global cooperation is required to end it

The private sector is key to fighting corruptionHow the World Bank Group fights 
corruption in development with a global, 
proactive approach

UNODC/World Bank StAR:
Stolen Asset Recovery Initiative

Chief of Section, Corruption and 
Economic Crime Branch, UNODC/

GlobE Network Secretariat

President, World Economic Forum Lead, Partnering Against Corruption 
Initiative, World Economic Forum

Corruption has long been, and still re-
mains, one of the most pernicious threats 
to sustainable development. As one of the 
world’s largest multilateral development 
banks whose mission is to reduce extreme 
poverty and increase shared and sustain-
able prosperity, the World Bank Group 
understands that the negative impacts of 
corruption are critical impediments to 
achieving these goals. 

Indeed, corruption imposes significant eco-
nomic costs on countries. It distorts public ex-
penditures and often allocates scare resources 
to unproductive rent-seeking activities. It de-
ters growth by reducing foreign capital and in-
vestments from the private sector faced with 
artificially higher business costs. The social 
costs are no less devastating: every dollar sto-
len or paid in bribes is one less dollar avail-
able to build a school, fund a health facility, 
maintain a job, or provide social services. 
Because the poor are the most dependent on 
such services and the least able to afford bribe 
payments, they are the most affected victims 
of corruption. 

For more than two decades, the World 
Bank Group has been committed in plac-
ing anti-corruption, transparency, and good 
governance front and center in our work. 
Our approach to fighting corruption com-
bines a proactive approach of anticipating 
and managing risks in the projects we fi-
nance, with strong fiduciary policies and 
standards that apply to borrowers and bene-
ficiaries alike. Allegations of fraud and cor-
ruption relating to our projects are investi-
gated by the Bank’s independent Integrity 
Vice Presidency. If substantiated, sanctions 
are pursued that may prohibit the compa-
nies and individuals that committed the 
misconduct from participating in Bank-fi-
nanced contracts. 

While detecting and deterring fraud and 
corruption remains at the core of the In-
tegrity Vice Presidency’s mandate, the of-
fice also works to prevent such misconduct 
from occurring in the first place. Drawing 
on lessons from years of investigations, the 
World Bank Group considers integrity risk 
issues and mitigation measures throughout 
the design and implementation of the proj-
ects it finances. In addition, through our In-
tegrity Compliance Office, we engage with 
sanctioned entities to improve their inter-
nal business practices as they work toward 
meeting the conditions required for lifting 
the Bank-imposed sanction. 

The World Bank Group is also commit-
ted to helping countries address corruption. 
We work at the country, regional, and glob-
al levels to help build capable, transparent, 
and accountable institutions and assist cli-
ents with designing strategies and policies 
to combat corruption. The Bank Group’s 
Governance Global Practice advises coun-
tries on public accountability mechanisms 
such as independent auditing, conflict of 
interest management systems, income and 
asset disclosure systems, whistle-blower 
protection, access to information regimes, 
and open government policies. 

The World Bank also provides technical 
assistance and capacity building to strength-
en oversight by judiciaries and anticorrup-
tion authorities to strengthen their internal 
organization and technical skills for greater 

effectiveness in preventing and investigat-
ing corruption. The Bank supports Gov-
Tech, which, among other purposes, sup-
ports the use of data and technology for the 

prevention and detection of corruption, and 
empowers civil society through its work on 
social accountability.

In the Middle East and North Africa, for 
example, the World Bank provides support 
for strengthening governance and trans-
parency. Recent efforts include working 
with Lebanon to develop a detailed frame-
work for addressing integrity and account-
ability issues following the Beirut Port 
explosion and ongoing economic crisis, 
to helping the Palestinian Anti-corruption 
Commission build capacity and introduce 
best practices in regulating conflict of in-
terest, implementing an asset declaration 
system, and measuring corruption in the 
public sector. 

Recently, the World Bank launched a 
new set of Anticorruption Initiatives which 
highlight the Bank’s focus beyond develop-
ing countries to also include financial cen-
tres, take on the politics of corruption more 
openly than before, harness new technol-
ogies to understand, address, and prevent 
corruption, and integrate the insights of be-
havioural social science. 

Recognizing that attempts to control cor-
ruption have brought important lessons, the 
World Bank Group also recently released a 

global report drawing on case studies of var-
ious tools and approaches. Enhancing Gov-
ernment Effectiveness and Transparency: The 
Fight Against Corruption focuses on ways to 
enhance the effectiveness of anti-corruption 
strategies and tools in sectors most affected, 
providing real-world examples of how coun-
tries have addressed the challenges.

Corruption is a global problem that re-
quires action on all fronts. The World Bank 
Group partners with national anti-corrup-
tion agencies and international organiza-
tions to strengthen our collective efforts. 
Our cross-debarment agreement with other 
multilateral development banks, for exam-
ple, multiplies the impact of our sanctions 
and helps to create a more level playing field 
for companies who work in development. 
The World Bank Group also participates in 
many international forums on anti-corrup-
tion, including the G20 Anti-Corruption 
Working Group, the Financial Action Task 
Force, the OECD Anti-Corruption Task 
Team, the UN Convention Against Corrup-
tion Coalition, the Camden Asset Recov-
ery Inter-agency Network, and the Egmont 
Group of Financial Intelligence Units.

The World Bank Group is supportive of 
such critical standard-setting instruments as 

the United Nations Convention against Cor-
ruption and is pleased to be participating in 
the Ninth Session of the Conference of the 
States Parties. To that end, the Stolen Asset 
Recovery (StAR) Initiative, a partnership be-
tween the World Bank and the UN Office on 
Drugs and Crime, is dedicating a day during 
the conference to sessions and dialogue on 
the important topic of asset recovery.

Looking back at history, many transforma-
tional changes and paradigm shifts, often for 
the better, have resulted from our collective 
response to the greatest challenges. Indeed, 
we all have a responsibility and a role to 
play—across governments and international 
organizations, the public and private sectors, 
academia, and civil society alike—to realize 
the best solutions for our time. 

Looking forward, integrity risks are be-
coming more transnational, more digital, 
and more complex than ever before. If 
anything, the unprecedented global crises 
we have endured in recent years have only 
reinforced the need to root our work in ro-
bust anticorruption principles. The World 
Bank Group remains committed to being 
vigilant and to working with our partners to 
strengthen the systems and tools for all of 
us to combat corruption together. 

By
Shervin Majlessi

By
Børge Brende

and
Katja Bechtel

Vice President for Integrity, 
World Bank Group

By 
Mouhamadou 
Diagne

StAR delivers its work program in three work streams: 
i. Country Engagements: StAR contributes to strengthening asset re-
covery efforts in client countries by providing technical assistance on 
legislative frameworks, existing cases, trainings on asset recovery focus 
areas, and facilitating domestic coordination. 
ii. Knowledge & Innovation: StAR’s research fills a global knowledge 
gap through the innovative use of different formats and tools. Its publica-
tions have been cited as definitive in the field and well-recognized across 
asset recovery practitioners in developing, transitional, and developed 
countries.
iii. Policy Influence & Partnerships: StAR engages in a variety of global 
and regional efforts to bolster political will for asset recovery at the glob-
al level and support networks of practitioners.

Recent work demonstrating 
StAR’s areas of focus
i. Asset Recovery Handbook 
launch in 2020 attended by 250 
participants; a publication that 
provides an in-depth manual that 
guides practitioners through the 
challenges of asset recovery. 
ii. Series of virtual trainings for 
law enforcement agencies from 
multiple countries on topics ranging 
from open source investigations, 
international cooperation to 
financial investigations.  
iii. Ongoing support for anti-
corruption reforms in Ukraine 
including advice on the legislative 
framework for asset declarations. 
iv. Ongoing contribution on a 
potential revision of Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF) 
Recommendation 24, to address 
weaknesses in the implementation 
of the FATF Standard on beneficial 
ownership transparency of legal 
persons.
v. Collection of information on 
global efforts to recovery and 
return proceeds of corruption in 
a systematic and internationally 
comparable manner through a new 
global survey.

Established in 2007, the Stolen Asset Recovery (StAR) Initiative is a part-
nership between the World Bank and the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC) to support countries in implementing Chapter V 
of the UN Convention against Corruption (UNCAC), which for the first 
time sets out the return of stolen assets as a fundamental principle. The 
Convention establishes various mechanisms and ways in which coopera-
tion and assistance for asset recovery could and should take place; StAR 
works with developing countries as well as financial centers to bolster the 
recovery of stolen assets.

Photo: World Bank

https://star.worldbank.org/our-work
https://star.worldbank.org/our-focus-areas
https://star.worldbank.org/our-focus-areas
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As a values-based organization, the IOC is 
fully aware that our ability to pursue our 
mission rests on our credibility and integ-
rity. In our difficult times, with public mis-
trust in institutions at an all-time high, cred-
ibility and integrity are essential for every 
organization, business or government.

The 4th International Forum for Sports Integ-
rity (IFSI), held on 9 November 2021, demon-
strated once more that ensuring credibility and 
integrity in sport is a shared goal with our his-
torical partners, in particular the UNODC. 

Since 2015, this shared goal is support-
ed by the pragmatic and collaborative ap-
proach for governments, intergovernmen-
tal organizations and the world of sport to 
agree on ways to tackle the many challeng-
es to the credibility and integrity of sport. 

This approach is built on the understand-
ing that to effectively address the complex 
issue of corruption and misconduct in sport, 
you need to bring together all the relevant 
stakeholders. 

It is only in partnership with others that 
we can effectively tackle criminal activities 
like corruption, which affects unfortunately 
all areas of society, including business, pol-
itics and sport.

Therefore, the IOC would like to thank 
our major partners who have been a part 

of this ongoing effort since the very begin-
ning, in particular the United Nations Office 
on Drugs and Crime, the Council of Europe, 
the Organisation for Economic Cooperation 
and Development and Interpol. 

The International Partnership against Cor-
ruption in Sport, or IPACS, illustrates this on-
going collaborative effort. We started off with 
a handful of sport organizations and govern-
ments when the IOC launched IPACS at the 
second IFSI meeting in 2017. At present, all 
Olympic Sport Federations, the large majority 
of the 206 National Olympic Committees and 
many governments have joined this initiative. 
Our collaboration has already resulted in a 
number of practical tools and guidelines that 
we developed together, aimed at strengthen-
ing the various areas of good governance in 
sport as well as at disseminating the criminal 
law standards. For example, we shall mention 
the Guidelines on Procurement of Major In-
ternational Sports Events, Good Practice on 
Managing Conflict of Interest, Sports Gover-
nance Benchmark and Overview of Standards 
and Law of Bribery in Sport.

The IPACS initiative and its activities 
have been recognized by the G20 Anti-Cor-
ruption Working Group already in 2019. In 
their declaration at most recent G20 Lead-
ers’ Summit in Rome, the G20 leaders re-
iterated their commitment in this fight, by 
endorsing the G20 High-Level Principles 
on Tackling Corruption in Sport. IPACS is 
certainly the best way to achieve the goal of 
cooperation highlighted in the last UN Res-

olution 8/4 () on the implementation of the 
Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC) 
agreed in December 2019, which is request-
ing more cooperation between governments 
and sport organizations. 

In this respect, the Memorandum of 
Understanding that UNODC and the IOC 
signed on 9 November 2021, sends an un-
mistakable message of our shared deter-
mination to fight corruption and crime in 
sport. This renewed agreement strengthens 
our longstanding relationship between the 
IOC and UNODC. We will cooperate in a 
number of different areas, specifically on 
capacity building, training programmes, 
and awareness raising to tackle corruption 
and crime in sport as well as preventing 
the manipulation of sports competitions. 
In addition, this MoU also has a special 
focus on preventing youth crime, violence 
and drug use through sport – highlighting 
yet another complex issue that we can only 
tackle together, in partnership with one an-
other. Our expertise in the area of educa-
tion and the Olympic values are a valuable 
basis in this respect. I would like to very 
warmly thank UNODC Executive Director 
Ghada Waly, for her leadership, vision and 
cooperation. 

The IOC and the UNODC also see mo-

mentum building in our collaborative work to 
fight the manipulation of competitions, where 
100 percent of the International Federations 
and nearly 90 percent of the 206 National 
Olympic Committees are engaged on the 
implementation of the Olympic Movement 
Code on the Prevention of Manipulation of 
Competitions. This shows the great commit-
ment of the entire Olympic Movement. 

We are seeing very promising signs that our 
actions in this area, especially with regards to 
awareness raising, are bearing fruit. To date, 
we have not received a single report about 
potential competition manipulations at the 
Olympic Games Tokyo 2020. If this remains 
to be the case, it is the strongest proof yet that 
our collaborative efforts are successful.

The IOC stands ready to tackle the chal-
lenges linked to corruption and wrongdo-
ing in sport, in the spirit of partnership and 
cooperation. The IOC is confident that the 
Olympic Movement can count on the con-
tinued support of governments and of law 
enforcement entities, in particular with re-
gard to the harmonisation of legislation. 

This is why we would like to call upon 
more governments to join our efforts in IP-
ACS, because only if we stand united, we 
can win the fight against corruption and 
misconduct in sport.

The UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UN-
ODC) launched its Programme on Safe-
guarding Sport from Corruption and Crime 
in 2018, as an integral part of the UNODC 
Global Programme against Corruption. It 
provides a framework through which to sup-
port Governments, sport organizations and 
relevant stakeholders to tackle corruption 
and crime in sport. 

Given the importance of sport in advanc-
ing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Devel-
opment and its Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), the programme aims to ad-
dress the corruption and crime risks that pre-
vent sport from playing its role in societies.

The Safeguarding Sport Programme seeks 
to accomplish its overall aim by:

* Developing tools to support detection 
and reporting on corruption and crime in 
sport;

* Preventing corruption and crime in sport 
by continuing to raise awareness about these 
risks through virtual and in-person formats, 
as appropriate; 

* Ensuring legislation, regulations and 
policies are in place to help tackle corrup-
tion and crime in sport; 

* Developing effective cooperation frame-
works between law enforcement, criminal 
justice authorities and sport organizations;

* Enhancing capacities of relevant stake-
holders in the investigation and prosecution 
of cases involving corruption and crime in 
sport.

Since its establishment, and through the 
organization of over 200 capacity build-
ing and technical assistance activities, the 
Programme has supported over 8000 offi-
cials (including from law enforcement and 
criminal justice; national integrity in sport 
units; financial investigation units; judges 
and prosecutors; anti-corruption authorities; 
national Olympic Committees and national 
football associations, and other national and 
international sports federations) from over 
130 countries to tackle corruption in sport.

UNODC has also built strong partnerships 
to tackle crime and corruption in sports:

* With the International Olympic Com-
mittee, UNODC has worked since 2011 on 
jointly developing knowledge, delivering 
multi-stakeholder national and regional 
workshops around the world, and contribut-
ing to activities covering over 90 countries.

* With the International Federation of As-
sociation Football (FIFA), UNODC signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding in Sep-
tember 2020 to cooperate on safeguarding 
football and sporting events from corrup-
tion, promoting youth crime prevention and 
keeping children safe from violence and 
exploitation. This includes the FIFA Glob-
al Integrity Programme, being co-imple-
mented throughout 2021-2022, which aims 
to provide Integrity Officers within FIFA’s 
member associations with an in-depth un-
derstanding of the scourge of match manip-
ulation and ways to tackle it.

FIFA:
UNODC cooperation key 
to addressing crime threat 

Safeguarding sport: 
UNODC global programme

FIFA is only too aware of the dangers 
posed by corruption. On the pitch, it 
manifests itself in the form of match 
manipulation and undermines the most 
basic principle of our sport: the uncer-
tainty of the result. 

Off the pitch, it has led to millions 
of dollars lining the pockets of unscru-
pulous individuals instead of funding 
development of the sport around the 
world. In 2015, it brought down the 
previous administration of FIFA and 
threatened the very existence of the 
federation. 

“Since 2016, the new FIFA admin-
istration has taken a zero-tolerance 
approach to corruption and made sig-
nificant strides in relation to good gov-
ernance and football integrity, including 
the fight against match manipulation,” 
said FIFA President Gianni Infantino.

“However, FIFA remains a sporting 
federation. It does not have the powers 
to police or investigate those who are 
outside the world of football, nor does 
it have expertise in these areas, so in-
stead it has looked to forge alliances 
with specialised regional and interna-
tional organisations. As part of this, 
FIFA signed a landmark Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with the Unit-
ed Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) in September 2020 to step 
up their joint cooperation to address 

threats posed by crime to sport.”
Following on from that, the two 

sides launched a joint-campaign on 9 
December 2020 – International An-
ti-Corruption Day – to encourage foot-
ball to speak out against match-fixing. 
The campaign aims to raise awareness 
amongst players, coaches and officials 
about the confidential platforms avail-
able to report approaches by suspected 
match-fixers and to encourage anyone 
in football who may have been ap-
proached to come forward.  

FIFA Legends, including Sun Wen, 
Iván Córdoba, Luke Wilkshire, Wael 
Gomaa, Stipe Pletikosa, Clémentine 
Touré and Bibiana Steinhaus, took part 
and encouraged everyone in football 
to recognise, resist and report any ap-
proach to fix a match.

The co-operation took another step 
forward in March this year with the 
launch of the FIFA Global Integrity 
Programme, a comprehensive interna-
tional programme aimed at providing 
all 211 FIFA member associations with 
enhanced knowledge and tools to fight 
and prevent match manipulation.

Each edition of the programme is or-
ganised regionally per confederation 
and includes a series of three-module 
virtual workshops distributed in five 
one-day sessions, to be delivered to all 
FIFA member associations.

After the editions that brought togeth-
er member associations from the AFC, 
CONMEBOL and Concacaf regions, 
the CAF member associations came 
together for five one-day sessions be-
tween 30 September and 4 November 
2021. Further editions, for OFC and 
UEFA, are scheduled to take place in 
2022.

In addition, FIFA and UNODC have 
collaborated on a number of initiatives 
in a bid not only to fight crime, but to 
firmly establish safeguarding as core 
to all and any football activities, at all 
levels. Through programmes such as 
FIFA Guardians and the FIFA Guard-
ians Safeguarding in Sport Diploma, 
significant strides have been made to-
ward ensuring children and young ath-
letes are kept safe from violence and 
exploitation.

FIFA’s strengthened efforts to reform 
the transfer system also represent a con-
tinuation of its commitment to tackle 
corruption.

In June this year, the Council of Eu-
rope, based on the work of its Group 
of States against Corruption (GRECO) 
reported how the forthcoming FIFA 
Clearing House “will represent a mile-
stone in achieving comprehensiveness, 
transparency and integrity of the trans-
fer system for football players around 
the world.” 

Africa’s young business leaders:
changing norms by standing up for integrity

United for integrity in sport

The rights 
and role of 
youth 
in saying 

to corruption

One theory about why corruption persists in 
some contexts is that it becomes a self-fulfill-
ing prophecy. If I think that everyone else is 
always going to behave corruptly in my so-
ciety or in a given situation, then it makes no 
sense for me personally to resist corruption. I 
could not hope to achieve anything, because 
one person’s resistance cannot be expected 
to change the overall pattern. Meanwhile 
I would expose myself as someone who is 
different - someone willing to violate en-
trenched social norms about paying bribes or 
using one’s office to favour friends and cro-
nies - and in doing so I might invite criticism 
and even punishment from my peers.

The trouble is that, if everybody thinks 
like that, then nobody resists corruption, 
even if they really hate being involved in 
corruption and want to rid their societies of 
it. Each individual calculates that it would 
be foolish for them to say ‘No’ to corrup-
tion, because it would achieve nothing and 
invite costs. Hence each individual contin-
ues to cave in to demands for bribes or en-
gages in corruption themselves to get things 
done. And the sum of all those individually 
understandable decisions is one big vote for 
the status quo. Nothing changes, confirm-
ing everybody’s suspicion that nothing will 
ever change.  

In my research I explore the counterexam-
ples to this pattern. First, I am interested in 
understanding why some individuals resist 
corruption even if it seems ‘illogical’, and 
even if it involves personal cost. Second, I 
research how individuals working togeth-

er in ‘collective action’ can help to change 
whole societies, partly by changing the 
social norms that drive so much of human 
behaviour.

For the first question, I have been con-
ducting interviews with entrepreneurs all 
over Africa who not only resist individual 
demands for bribes, but are also willing to 
make their commitment to integrity and an-
ti-corruption public. I have been talking to 
them about what strategies they use to resist 

corruption, and about the pros and cons of 
taking such a stand. 

I found that the CEOs of new companies, 
many of them in their late 20s and early 30s, 
are confident in using social shaming to re-
sist demands for bribes. One West African 
CEO recounted how he had been tapped up 
for bribes at the start of the COVID crisis, 
by public officials abusing their office to 
demand cash in return for overlooking sup-
posedly new – in fact, fake – COVID-re-
lated regulations. He not only resisted their 
demands, but then outed them on Twitter, 
his story becoming a media sensation which 
swiftly prompted an apology from the local 
administration. 

Another CEO, in a different West African 
country, recalled how difficult he had found 
it to register his company to pay tax. After 
eight months of nonsensical delays, he told 
me proudly, his accountant had done the re-
al-world equivalent of the Twitter storm. He 
had “made a scene”, loudly and publicly, in 
the tax office, pointing out that he was try-
ing to register to pay money to the state, and 
it was ridiculous that he was being thwart-
ed by officials obviously seeking to extract 
speed money. Two days later, their tax sta-
tus was sorted. 

The above strategy is useful for demands 
for small bribes by low-level officials, but 
high-level corruption requires a different 
approach. Another CEO of a large North 
African company detailed the need for care-
ful negotiation over a long period to avoid 
paying bribes but also allow the govern-

ment officials requesting them to save face. 
Ultimately, he said, one needs to be willing 
to withdraw from certain deals or markets if 
there is no way to do business cleanly.

All of these entrepreneurs report that hav-
ing a reputation for integrity pays off for 
their companies. After some time, they get 
fewer requests for bribes, because word has 
got around that they will not pay. They often 
have fiercely loyal staff, which means high 
staff retention rates and less time and mon-
ey lost on recruitment or training. And both 
customers and staff are often more willing 
to stick with them through times of crisis.

At the same time, there are also costs. 
Some staff get frustrated if a company loses 
a contract because it is not willing to pay 
bribes, arguing that the commitment to in-
tegrity is hopeless. And companies do need 
to compete with rivals that are less princi-
pled, which means they do sometimes lose 
out to less qualified firms.

This unfair competition – and the need to 
level the playing field – is very relevant to 
my second area of research: anti-corruption 
clubs. This work looks at the high number 
of such clubs which are springing up in 
emerging and frontier markets, despite op-
erating in contexts with severe and systemic 
patterns of corruption. 

For example, the Collective Action 
Against Corruption initiative in Thailand 
boasts one-quarter of companies listed on 
the Thai stock exchange as its members, 
accounting for more than one-half of mar-
ket capitalization. The new Ethics First pro-

gramme supported by the Center for Inter-
national Private Enterprise has branches in 
11 African countries.

These clubs are most likely to be effec-
tive where three conditions prevail. They 
must have some tough membership costs: 
a public commitment to avoid corruption, 
for example. Membership must bring some 
benefits that are only available to members 
(sometimes these are reputational, some-
times material). And they must monitor 
compliance with club commitments, so that 
anyone who cheats is suspended and loses 
access to the benefits.

In addition, I find that these clubs often 
work best where they have an internation-
al dimension. This means that the benefits 
of membership can include things like be-
coming a supplier of a major multinational, 
while the monitoring can be performed by 
someone outside the local context, giving it 
more independence and credibility. 

My research suggests that corruption does 
not have to be a self-fulfilling prophecy. A 
few brave individuals are taking a stand 
against corruption, even in the most diffi-
cult contexts. They are also banding togeth-
er to form clubs that make integrity pay and 
help to shift business norms. These individ-
uals are not just entrepreneurs but they are 
also ‘norm entrepreneurs’ – brave agents 
of change. They will be all the stronger if 
we make it clear that, in their efforts to call 
out the individuals and institutions that dare 
demand bribes, they can draw on the anger 
and ambition of the wider society too.

Corruption kills. It does and I have witnessed 
it in every possible way.

If corruption is the abuse of trust, power 
and position for improper gain, then fighting 
it in places where trust is broken, where pow-
er does not come together with deep respon-
sibility and integrity, where people and their 
well-being are not put at the core of every 
agenda, is clearly an uphill struggle. 

In countries where corruption is system-
ic and a constant threat to youth liberty and 
well-being, most people feel compelled to put 
their integrity up for sale in order to survive.

This article is about the youth heroes who 
have decided not to sell their integrity despite 
the tough socio-economic and political sit-
uations they are living in, and to fight for a 
future that represents their dreams and aspi-
rations, and who have the humility, creativity 
and courage to break the corruption chain in 
their countries and around the world.

What makes them special is simple. First, they 
are critical thinkers who have the humility to keep 
on learning and questioning every single national 
and global system that they are living in.

Second, they are ready to mobilize their tal-
ents and creativity to design more innovative 
and efficient anti-corruption projects and solu-
tions for national and global challenges.

Third, they remain true to their values and 
do not compromise their integrity for having 
access to any type of public service.

Forth, they know that change takes time and 
that breaking the corruption chain starts with 
them. Thus, they take a conscious decision to 
become the change they want to see in the world.

Fifth, they know that the fight against cor-
ruption is a collective fight and that having a 
community of people with similar values and 
vision is crucial if anti-corruption projects are 
to succeed.

Sixth, they have enough courage to stand 
up and say no to corruption every day, every-
where.

Finally, their consistency is unbeatable. No 
matter how hard and impossible their fight 
might seem, how discouraged they get along 
the way, and how many obstacles they have 
to overcome to make their voices heard, they 
always find within themselves and their com-
munity the motivation and inspiration to keep 
on going and fighting.

My contribution to the fight against corrup-
tion is very simple. I have no special talents, I 
am only passionately crazy about fighting for 
a future where the youth of my generation and 
myself will not have to pay the price of deci-

sions taken by greedy national and global pow-
er holders who do not know the true meaning 
of service,  leadership and national well-being.

In 2018, I decided to take ownership of my 
future. I recognized the role I can play in the 
fight against corruption, mobilized my talents, 
education, know-how and passion, and sur-
rounded myself with youth with similar values 
and vision and created YAC.

There is nothing stronger than a shift in con-
sciousness and actions whose time has come. 
The post-COVID world is not ready to keep 
paying the price of corruption and can no lon-
ger afford the trillions of dollars that are being 
lost each year in bribes locally, and to grand 
corruption across borders.

With the rising threats of climate change glob-
ally, increased violation of human rights around 
the world, constant global and regional financial 
and economic crises, and the direct and indirect 
impacts of the pandemic on our nations, a global 
social mobilization is needed if everyone, every-
where is to have a future where integrity, sustain-
ability and justice are the norms.

They say: “youth are the future”. Forgive 
me for ruining this shiny statement and saying 
that from my experience as a young anti-cor-
ruption community developer and founder of 
YAC, “youth are not the future”. In reality, 
the future lies in the hand of those who have 
the power today to determine the future we as 
youth can have tomorrow.

Empowering youth and considering them as 
equal partners in the fight against corruption 
is a political decision that can only be taken 
by national and global leaders who understand 
today that the fight against corruption is an in-
tergenerational fight that entails:

* Making education on integrity compulsory 
in schools and universities around the world

* Involving youth in the design, develop-
ment, implementation and monitoring of 
national and global anti-corruption agendas, 
policies and projects

* Investing in innovative and tech-based 
anti-corruption solutions invented by youth 
entrepreneurs around the world

* Creating safe reporting and whistle-blow-
ing mechanisms nationally and globally 
for youth to play an active role as integrity 
watchdogs and whistle-blowers

* Facilitating cross-border collaboration 
between youth communities and networks, 
and supporting them in the implementation of 
their anti-corruption projects

* Restoring trust between youth and their 
representatives in places where youth have 
lost even their faith in their ability to influ-
ence their own future due to the devastating 
impacts of corruption on their lives

* Fighting globally for having independent 
and efficient judiciary systems locally. This 
would serve as foundation for youth to be-
come national and global integrity monitors 
and for a serious anti-corruption reforms 

An effective fight requires innovation and 
multi-stakeholder participation in the develop-
ment and implementation of anti-corruption 
strategies and plans. A fruitful fight requires the 
co-mobilization of several socio-political and 
economic systems at once. Transparent and 
strong people-centred judicial, political, finan-
cial, social and educational systems are both the 
enablers and results of efficient anti-corruption 
reforms.

Corruption kills, but I have also witnessed 
that with humility, creativity, integrity and 
courage, nothing is impossible.

Professor of Governance and Integrity, 
Director, Centre for the Study of 
Corruption, University of Sussex

By 
Liz Dávid-Barrett

President, International Olympic 
Committee

By
Thomas Bach

Founder, Youth Against Corruption 
(YAC), Lebanon - Youth Forum 

representative at the special session 
of the UN General Assembly against 

corruption 2021
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At the special session, governments adopted 
a political declaration recognizing the injus-
tice and other negative consequences of cor-
ruption and committing to concrete steps to 
prevent and combat corruption and strength-
en international cooperation - commitments 
that States Parties will now take forward at 
CoSP 9. 

The United Nations has convened the world 
to take action against corruption for nearly 
half a century, starting with efforts to formu-
late a code of conduct for transnational corpo-
rations in the 1970s. Anti-corruption gained 
an increasingly prominent place on the UN 
crime prevention and criminal justice agenda, 
and in 1996 the General Assembly adopted 
the International Code of Conduct for Pub-
lic Officials in resolution 51/59, and recom-
mended it to Member States as a tool to guide 
their efforts against corruption.

Recognizing the crippling effects of 
corruption on security and economic 
development, most of all for developing 
and transition countries, governments 
embarked upon a process to elaborate the 
first global legally binding instrument for 

fighting corruption – the UN Convention 
against Corruption (UNCAC). 

In October 2003, following nearly two 
years of negotiations, UNCAC was adopted 
by the General Assembly. UNCAC provided 
a comprehensive framework, addressing 
prevention of corruption; criminalization 
and law enforcement, including innovative 
provisions to tackle corruption in the private 
sector, the protection of reporting persons 
(whistleblowers); international cooperation 
and, for the first time in an international 
normative instrument, 
asset recovery. 

With 189 parties and 
equipped with an impar-
tial and inclusive peer 
review mechanism, the 
Convention has achieved 
near-universal adher-
ence and it remains the 
primary driver of global 
anti-corruption progress. 
The UN Office on Drugs 
and Crime, which serves 
as guardian to the Con-

vention, provides technical assistance to gov-
ernments, supports the review process and 
acts as secretariat to CoSP and a repository of 
a vast array of anti-corruption knowledge and 
good practices.

In the UNGASS Political Declaration gov-
ernments pledged to identify gaps and cor-
ruption challenges within the international 
anti-corruption framework, and to take the 
steps necessary for improvements in our re-
sponses. These commitments will be trans-
lated into concrete forward action at CoSP 9 

in Sharm El-Sheikh.
The theme of the 2021 International Anti-

Corruption Day is “Your right, your role: Say 
no to corruption”. CoSP 9 shows that we all 
have roles to play in the fight against corrup-
tion. During the session, through negotiations 
over draft resolutions, side events and bilater-
al meetings taking place on the margins of the 
conference, countries will seek to strengthen 
international and regional cooperation; in-
crease collaboration between supreme audit 
institutions and anti-corruption bodies, and 

across borders between law enforcement of-
ficials; tackle challenges of beneficial owner-
ship, asset recovery and prevention; address 
priorities such as tackling corruption in sport 
and promoting the role of education; and en-
gage governments, civil society, the private 
sector, youth, women, international and re-
gional organizations and other partners. The 
session takes place as the world is still tack-
ling an emergency, the theme of the Sharm 
El-Sheikh Declaration is the importance of 
upholding integrity and anti-corruption meas-

ures in times of crisis 
and recovery. CoSP 9 is 
an opportunity to help 
protect our planet, cre-
ate jobs, achieve gender 
equality, and secure in-
clusive access to justice, 
health and education. It 
is also a chance to un-
lock much-needed pro-
gress towards the SDGs.

www.unodc.org/cosp9

The road to CoSP 9

The Time 
is Now
This publication 
is a first, compre-
hensive foray by 
UNODC into this 
complex, multi-
layered subject 
that affects every 
society and coun-
try in the world 
differently. There-
fore, the publica-
tion underlines 
the importance 
of understanding 
how national, cul-
tural and social 
norms interact 
and shape corrupt 
practices.

Speak up for 
Health
UNODC has 
launched Speak 
Up for Health! - a 
practical guide for 
organizations in the 
health-care sector 
on how to establish 
and implement 
effective whistle-
blower reporting 
and protection 
mechanisms. Speak 
Up for Health! 
provides step-by-
step guidance that 
organizations can 
follow to establish 
internal policies 
and procedures to 
facilitate the disclo-
sure of allegations 
of wrongdoings and 
to protect reporting 
persons. 

Rooting out 
Corruption 
An introduction 
to addressing 
corruption 
driving forest 
loss: Rooting out 
Corruption focuses 
on corruption 
that enables 
the destruction 
of forests, 
complementing 
guides on managing 
corruption risks 
within fisheries 
and wildlife 
management 
authorities. It 
highlights the 
complexity 
of addressing 
corruption linked 
to forest loss and 
discusses anti-
corruption tools to 
protect forests.

Corruption 
& COVID-19
The global pan-
demic created 
ample opportuni-
ties for corruption 
to thrive. This 
new, UN-wide 
policy paper on 
corruption and 
COVID-19 identi-
fies key corruption 
risks and suggests 
a wide range of 
responses to tackle 
this crime. Among 
others, it addresses 
corruption risks in 
public health pro-
curement, public 
health manage-
ment and their ef-
fects on vulnerable 
groups, including 
women.

Legal 
Approaches to 
Tackling the 
Manipulation 
of Sports 
Competitions
The overall aim of this 
resource guide is to 
provide lawmakers, 
policymakers, 
prosecutors and other 
relevant officials with 
practical approaches, 
good practices and 
guidance to help tackle 
the threat posed to 
sport and to society 
by the manipulation 
of sports competitions 
and to enhance 
the credibility and 
transparency of sport.

Global Report 
on Corruption 
in Sport
Offering a roadmap 
to effectively tackle 
crime and corruption 
in sports by setting 
out a range of 
concrete policy 
considerations, the 
UNODC Global 
Report on Corruption 
in Sport also reveals 
the staggering scale, 
manifestation, 
and complexity 
of corruption and 
organized crime in 
sport at the global, 
regional, and national 
levels.
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