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1 GRANTS PROGRAMME
1.1 Background
The work of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is guided by a broad range of international legally binding instruments, and a set of United Nations standards and norms on crime prevention and criminal justice. UNODC is the guardian of the United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC), which entered into force in December 2005. UNCAC is the only legally binding universal anti-corruption instrument. Its far-reaching approach and the mandatory character of many of its provisions make it a unique tool for developing a comprehensive response to the global problem of corruption. Article 13 of the UNCAC both recognizes and provides a role for civil society in combating corruption by calling on governments to increase transparency and participation in the government decision-making processes and improve public access to information. When civil society organizations (CSOs) are provided with opportunities to be involved in the review process, especially when CSOs who have been trained on the ramifications of the UNCAC are involved during country visits, momentum is created at the international level to bring States parties up to speed in upholding their treaty obligations on the implementation of the UNCAC. The meaningful participation of CSOs in the review process can break barriers, build confidence and promote positive interaction between CSOs and their governments, all of which leads to international and institutional opportunities to measure progress on the implementation of the UNCAC internationally.
The Civil Society Team of UNODC works in all areas covering UNODC mandates, including anti-corruption. The team is implementing an anti-corruption project, “Civil society in Africa contributes to UNCAC and its review mechanism to effectively fight corruption and support the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (GLOU68)”, aimed at strengthening the capacity of African civil society in the national and international fight against corruption, via the understanding of the UNCAC and its review mechanism. 

In the framework of the above-mentioned project, UNODC encourages African civil society organizations (CSOs
) to sensitize and raise awareness of the private sector, in particular, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises
 (SMEs), on the UNCAC and corruption prevention. 
1.2 Objectives
The main objective of this Grants programme is:

· To encourage African CSOs to work with the private sector (SMEs in particular) and promote the implementation of UNCAC and its review mechanism.  

1.3 Thematic focus and priority issues 
This Call for Proposals seeks to provide funding for African CSOs in particular NGOs, at national, local and/or community level, working in the area of anti-corruption. 

In the light of the fact, there are fewer opportunities for SMEs to be trained on UNCAC and its review mechanism in the local context, this small grant scheme presents an opportunity for CSOs to engage with SMEs in the prevention and fight against corruption in line with UNCAC. The small grant scheme will also encourage the participation of women and youth. 

The grant scheme targets African CSOs, with the focus on Ethiopia, Mozambique, Burkina Faso, and Uganda. 
African CSOs previously trained by UNODC are strongly encouraged to apply.
Grant funding under this Call for Proposals shall be provided to projects that:

· Raise awareness about UNCAC and the prevention of corruption; and

· Provide knowledge and build the capacity of SMEs to work on the implementation of the UNCAC.
Indicative activities could include:

· Workshops aimed at increasing cooperation between civil society and the private sector on UNCAC and its implementation;

· Trainings for SMEs on anti-corruption; 
· Development of compliance framework and codes of conduct;
· Development of guidelines for cooperation between civil society, the private sector and, governments;
The list of the above-mentioned activities is not exhaustive. Innovative ideas are welcome with this call for proposals. 

1.4 Geographical scope 

Africa
1.5 Duration

All activities financed by this Grants programme must be implemented by 30 April 2020.
1.6 Fundamental principles
Grant applicants are expected to consider the following fundamental principles/guidelines in designing their grant project proposals:

· Partnership/collaboration/cooperation between civil society, the private sector and SMEs;

· Project design with the potential for replication;

· Parameters of the project activities: costs/budget, scope, time frame, benefits/impact, risks, and stainability;

· An inclusive approach that values diversity among women and men; 

· Initiatives that are innovative;
· Taking into consideration the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs);  

1.7 Award amounts
Proposals with budgets of USD 4,000 - 5,000 will be considered for the award. Please note that value for money will be assessed as a part of the rating criteria.

As a general rule, the UNOV/UNODC grant awards should not exceed a monetary limit of 25% of the organization’s annual income. This limit will be checked when making the final decision.

2 ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
The information in this section establishes the criteria for the submission, selection, and implementation of grants projects financed under this grants programme.

2.1 Eligibility of applicants
In order to be eligible for a grant, applicants must:

· Be an African civil society organization registered under the relevant country laws; 
· Have been registered not less than two (2) years before the date of the application;
· Be directly responsible for the preparation and management of the project, i.e. not acting as an intermediary; 

· Have a bank account;
2.2 Eligibility of projects
Only projects aimed at achieving the objectives (1.2), focusing on the priority issues (1.3) and meeting all other requirements as outlined under section 1 are eligible for funding under this Call for Proposals. 

The following types of project proposals are not eligible for funding:


· Project proposals concerned only or mainly with individual sponsorships for participation in workshops, seminars, conferences, congresses;

· Project proposals concerned only or mainly with individual scholarships for studies or training courses;

· Credit or loan schemes;

· Debts and provisions for losses or debts;

· Project proposals which consist exclusively or primarily of capital expenditure e.g. land, buildings, equipment, vehicles, etc. 
· Project proposals which do not demonstrate equal treatment for individuals or groups of people on grounds of their gender, sexual orientation, religious beliefs, or lack of them, or their ethnic origin; 

· Cash donations;

· Political parties or religious activities;

· Project proposals that support activities that are not in line with the values of the UN or that provide funding for any criminal activities including but not limited to terrorism.
No applicant will receive more than one grant. 
2.3 Eligibility of project costs: which cost may be considered? 

The categories of costs considered as eligible and non-eligible are indicated below. The budget is both a cost estimate and a ceiling for "eligible costs". Note that the eligible costs must be based on real costs based on supporting documents. Costs that do not appear realistic may be rejected.
It is therefore in the applicant's interest to provide a realistic and cost-effective budget in USD.

Eligible direct costs

To be eligible under this Call for Proposals, costs must be directly verifiable and traceable to the activities being implemented. 
Eligible indirect costs (overheads)

The indirect costs incurred in carrying out the project may be eligible for flat rate funding fixed at not more than 10% of the total eligible direct costs. Such amount may be reviewed in the context of the overall input-based budget submitted with the proposal. Pre-selected proposals may be amended, at the recommendation of the Committee on Grants and External Engagement (CoGEE) at UNOV/UNODC Headquarters in Vienna, to exclude all indirect costs.
Contributions in kind

Contributions in kind are not considered actual expenditure and are not eligible costs for reimbursement. 

Ineligible costs

The following costs are not eligible:

· Debts and provisions for losses or debts;
· Interest owed;
· Salary top-ups and similar emoluments to government employees

· Items already financed in another framework, i.e. existing capacity should not be included in the budget;
· Purchases of land or buildings
;
· Currency exchange losses;
· Taxes, including VAT, unless the Beneficiary (or the Beneficiary’s partners) cannot reclaim them and the applicable regulations do not forbid coverage of taxes;
· Credit to third parties;
3 APPLICATION   PROCEDURE 
Applicants are to submit a full project proposal, which will be reviewed by the Evaluation Committee. 
3.1 Application forms 

Full project proposals must be submitted in accordance with the instructions in the standard application form (annexed to this document). Hand-written applications will not be accepted. All applications must be in English or French
Due care must be taken to complete the application form. Any error or major discrepancy related in the application form (e.g. the amounts mentioned in the budget are inconsistent with those mentioned in the application form) may lead to rejection of the application.

Clarifications will only be requested if the information provided is unclear and prevents objective assessment of the application.

Please note that only the application form and the completed annexes will be evaluated. It is therefore of utmost importance that these documents contain ALL relevant information concerning the project. 

3.2 Documents to be submitted for application

The following documents must be submitted as part of the application:

· Project proposal application form (template provided); 

· Project budget (template provided); 

· Registration certificate as evidence for legal credentials of the organization;

· Audited financial statements for the last two fiscal years (in the absence of audited statements, any other official document demonstrating the annual income of the previous years will be accepted)
· Further documentation may be required. These may be communicated to provisionally selected applicants.
Documents may be checked for truthfulness and accuracy of representation through various means, including but not limited to internet searches, formally official confirmation from responsible offices, letters of recommendation, etc.

3.3 Where and how to send the application

The completed application form and the budget document must be submitted in Word, Excel or PDF.

Applications must be submitted by email to unodc-cstgrants@un.org marked UNODC Africa Grants Scheme in the subject.

Applications sent by any other means (e.g. by fax or by mail) or delivered to other addresses will not be considered under this Call for Proposals.

Incomplete applications will be rejected. 

3.4 Deadline for submission of applications

The deadline for the submission of full project proposals is 18 November 2019 as evidenced by the date of receipt of submission email. Any application submitted after the deadline will be automatically rejected. 
4 EVALUATION PROCEDURE
4.1 Steps and criteria

Applications will be evaluated by the technical evaluation team according to the following steps and criteria:

Step one: Eligibility evaluation
The following will be evaluated:  
· The submission deadline has been respected: 
· The application form including the budget table is duly filled;

· Requested documents are attached to the application;
· The proposal meets the rest of the eligibility criteria as mentioned in section 2 above.

If the first assessment of the application reveals that any of the above points have not been fulfilled the application may be rejected solely on that basis and the application will not be evaluated further.
Step two: Technical assessment of full project proposals
The evaluation will be done by the Evaluation Committee, comprising a panel from at least two functional teams. The quality of the project proposals will be assessed in accordance with the evaluation criteria set out in the evaluation grid below. 

4.2 Scoring

The evaluation criteria are divided into sections and subsections. 
Each subsection will be given a score between zero and five in accordance with the following guidelines: zero = required information not provided or irrelevant to the criteria; 1 = poorly meets the criteria; 2 = partially meets the criteria; 3 = adequately meets the criteria; 4 = satisfyingly meets the criteria; 5 = entirely meets the criteria.
For applicants to be considered, they must meet the eligibility threshold: the eligibility threshold is 10 points and above for the categories listed under Section 1: Organization.   The eligibility threshold is the score required in order to be considered for the grant, otherwise the applications will not be considered and marked.
4.3 Evaluation grid
	No
	Evaluation criteria
	Weighting

	1
	ORGANIZATION
	

	1.1
	Experience in anti-corruption activities, media & public awareness campaigns
	5

	1.2.
	Experience working on the implementation of the UNCAC and its review mechanism
	5

	1.3.
	Experience on working with the private sector in the field of anti-corruption 
	5

	
	SUB-TOTAL
	15

	2
	PROJECT
	

	2.1.
	The relevance of the proposal to the objectives and priorities in this call for proposals
	5

	2.2.
	Realistic and obtainable objectives
	5

	2.3.
	Defined likely project impact on beneficiaries
	5

	2.4.
	The project is led by or focused on women
	5

	2.5.
	The project is led by or target youth
	5

	2.6.
	Operating in the priority countries of the Austrian Development Agency (Uganda, Mozambique, Ethiopia, and Burkina Faso)
	5

	
	SUB-TOTAL
	30

	3
	BUDGET (IN USD)
	

	3.1
	Clear, justified, offers value for money, and consistent with project activities, with indication of in-kind or other donor contributions.
	5

	
	SUB-TOTAL
	5

	
	OVERALL TOTAL 
	50


4.4 Provisional selection

Following the evaluation of eligible full project proposals, a table listing the applications ranked according to their scores is established. A list of provisionally selected applications is developed, taking into consideration the financial envelope available and the geographical reach and balance. Where applicable, consultation with relevant UNODC regional/country office in the country of the applicant will be made to solicit more information and guidance. 
No applicant will receive more than one grant. 

Furthermore, CSOs that received grants during round one of this grants scheme will not be considered again. 

5 APPROVAL AND AWARD
The provisionally selected project proposals are reviewed by the UNOV/UNODC Committee on Grants and External Engagements based on which the approval will be granted. 

Applicants are informed in writing of UNOV/UNODC’s decision concerning their application. 
The following documents will be signed as part of the grant agreement between UNOV/UNODC and grant recipients:
· Grant agreement based on the standard UNOV/UNODC Grant agreement 
· Annex A – Project Proposal 

· Annex B – Project Budget
6 REPORTING, MONITORING AND EVALUATION

It is the responsibility of grantees to monitor and report on the progress of implementation of their grant projects in accordance with the grant agreement and performance measures included in their proposal. 
7 INDICATIVE   TIMETABLE 

	Action
	Date

	Deadline for submission of full project proposals 
	18 November 2019

	Estimated start date /project implementation
	1 January 2020


NOTE: This Call for Proposals forms the basis for applying for UNOV/UNODC grants. It must neither be construed as a grant agreement nor be regarded as a confirmation of a grant awarded by UNOC/UNODC to any entity. Consequently, UNOV/UNODC is not liable for any financial obligations, or otherwise, incurred by any entity in responding to this call for proposals. Such costs will not be considered as part of the grant budget in the event that a grant is awarded to an applicant.





NOTE: A grant is defined as a small-scale, non-repayable, non-recurrent (one-off) award of funds to a recipient entity given based on a transparent, fair and competitive selection process for the purpose of undertaking activities that contribute to the achievement of the UN mandates. 








� CSOs are defined as not-for-profit organizations including Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), community groups, trade unions, indigenous groups, charitable organizations, faith-based organizations, professional associations, and foundations. Profit making organizations will not be eligible.


� Definition of SMEs according to OECD: https://stats.oecd.org/glossary/detail.asp?ID=3123


�   Except where necessary for the direct implementation of the project, in which case ownership belongs to UNOV/UNODC until it is transferred to the final beneficiaries. Any such transfer shall be done in accordance with the internal rules of UNOV/UNODC.
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