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Thank you, Mr. Chairman,

I would like to commend your efforts and leadership in advancing the
work of this Commission despite challenging circumstances. A word of
gratitude to our Secretariat for all their hard work.
We would like to congratulate the Japanese Government on their
successful organization of the 14th UN Congress on Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice held in Kyoto.
The Kyoto Congress was indeed a milestone in many aspects. It gave the
international community an opportunity to renew its commitment to the
advancement of the rule of law, even in challenging times. Brazil strongly
supports the Kyoto Declaration, and we will continue to promote
initiatives, both domestically and internationally, to ensure that this
message is given concrete meaning in a world that pursues a culture of
lawfulness.

Mr. Chairman,
We welcome the choice of this year’s thematic discussion as it will help
the international community focus on how to address the smuggling of
migrants. As I recall the unequivocal commitment of Brazil to this fight, I
must reiterate the importance of concerted international efforts to
eradicate this heinous crime. Only by coordinating our actions will we be
able to overpower organized criminal groups that prey on vulnerable
victims for the sake of profit. This session of the Commission will provide
us with an invaluable opportunity to go beyond words. We must work
hard - and work together - to make the smuggling of migrants a thing of
the past.

Mr. Chairman,
The Commission has already recognized the mutually reinforcing
relationship between sustainable development and the Rule of Law. This is
a cornerstone of Brazilian policies, whose strategies for countering crime
are firmly rooted in preventive policies. A combination of evidence-based
strategies and multi-stakeholder initiatives are pivotal to maximize the
reach of our crime fighting strategies.
One such strategy is the driver of the “Brazil onward” project, which
President Bolsonaro described as “an integrated strategy to the
prevention of urban crime, with a focus on violent crime”. In the pilot
project, five cities in different parts of Brazil were selected because of
their high murder rates. In each of them, local vulnerability factors were
identified and used to devise evidence-based strategic plans with actions
to be taken by federal, state and local law enforcement with a focus on
two pillars: public security measures and socioeconomic actions.
This approach is grounded on the understanding that crime must be
fought with actions across the board that bring together crime
suppression and actions in the fields of education, housing, employment,
culture, sport, social programs and, more than ever with the pandemic,
health. The lessons learned and the experience obtained in the pilot stage
of Onward Brazil will be used to inform the implementation of a
nationwide program to tackle violent crime.

Mr. Chairman,
As we celebrate the 30th anniversary of this Commission, let us all
redouble our efforts and take our vital work to the next level as we
explore new avenues to overcome challenges that still hinder the
successful fight against crimes of all kinds. In this regard, Brazil is grateful
for the support of members in our reelection to another term in this
Commission. We see it as a recognition of our strong commitment to our
work undertaken here and we will continue to play an active role to
promote a culture of lawfulness across the globe.

