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  Written statement by Born Free Foundation, founding 
member of the Global Initiative to End Wildlife Crime  
 

 

On behalf of the Global Initiative to End Wildlife Crime (EWC), Born Free 

Foundation welcomes the submission of the draft resolution “Strengthening the 

international legal framework for international cooperation to combat and 

prevent illicit trafficking in specimens of wild fauna and flora” sponsored by 

Angola, Kenya and Peru, to the Thirty-first Session of the Commission on Crime 

Prevention and Criminal Justice (CCPCJ).  

This timely draft resolution calls on the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

(UNODC) and its Member States to consider the potential benefits of adopting an 

additional Protocol under of the United Nations Convention against Transnational 

Organized Crime (UNTOC), and the issues and elements that could be covered 

therein. 

As recognized by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in five previous 

resolutions,1 illicit wildlife trafficking contributes to the extinction of many species, 

negatively impacts ecosystems and their ability to sequester carbon, poses a threat to 

national and regional stability, undermines good governance and the rule of law, and 

increases the likelihood of zoonotic diseases emergence. The UNGA has called upon 

Member States to make illicit trafficking in protected species of wild fauna and flora 

a serious crime on more than one occasion.  

For far too long, biodiversity-rich source countries, such as Angola, Kenya and Peru, 

have had to bear the consequences of this lucrative form of transnational organized 

crime, which is driven by the demand for illegal wildlife and wildlife products.  

EWC believes it is critical that source, transit and destination countries unite forces 

to tackle this serious crime, and welcomes encouraging documents such as the 

European Commission’s 'EU Strategy to tackle Organized Crime 2021-2025' and its 

pledge to promote the adoption of an additional protocol under UNTOC against 

wildlife crime.  

International agreements such as the Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) have played an important role 

in preventing the extinction of key wild species through international trade, providing 

the scaffolding for a global shift in national laws and practices on international trade 

in wildlife. CITES, however, remains a trade-related convention, which was not 

designed to tackle illicit wildlife trafficking, and regulates the international trade of a 

limited number of endangered species (just 0.5% of our world’s eight million species).  

1 million animal and plant species are staring down the barrel of extinction, with 

overexploitation, including through illicit wildlife trafficking, being one of the main 

drivers. Illicit wildlife trafficking is exacerbating climate change, and is posing a 

threat to livelihoods, security and public health. It is essential that countries from 

every region take steps now to consider ways to strengthen our international legal 

framework, including though a new Protocol under the UNTOC.  

EWC strongly encourages all Member States to support the draft resolution submitted 

by Angola, Kenya and Peru, in order to initiate consideration of this important issue . 

 

 

 

 

__________________ 

 1  General Assembly resolutions 69/314 of 30 July 2015, 70/301 of 9 September 2016, 71/326 of 11 

September 2017, 73/343 of 16 September 2019 and 75/311 of 23 July 2021 on tackling illicit 

trafficking in wildlife. 

https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/default/files/pdf/14042021_eu_strategy_to_tackle_organised_crime_2021-2025_com-2021-170-1_en.pdf
https://ipbes.net/global-assessment
https://undocs.org/A/RES/69/314
https://undocs.org/A/RES/70/301
https://undocs.org/A/RES/71/326
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/73/343
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/205/05/PDF/N2120505.pdf?OpenElement

