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Mr. Chair, 

Mr. Executive Director, 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of the Estonian delegation, I would like to join the previous 

speakers in welcoming the Ministerial Segment as an important 

opportunity to discuss the perspectives of the world drug problem. Estonia 

also fully aligns itself with the EU statement delivered yesterday by the 

Commissioner Avramopoulos. 

Mr. Chair, 

Drug problem has been among the major public health and safety issues 

affecting Estonia for the last decade and more. We have the unfortunate 

history of being affected by one of the most potent opioid substances 

available on the drug market – namely fentanyl. Fentanyl has been present 

in Estonia since the beginning of this century and its emergence was related 

to rapid changes in the supply chain of heroin. Since then, almost 1,800 

addicts have deceased in Estonia. Almost all of them have died from 



fentanyl, placing Estonia as one of the highest overdose death rates per 

capita in the European Union. 

Stemming from these challenges, we have developed the best possible 

drug policy for Estonia that focuses on three main areas: 1) prevention and 

diversion of drug use, 2) treatment and harm reduction, and 3) supply 

reduction and safety. We have learned that success lies in focusing more 

on the public health and human rights dimension of the drug policy, which 

should receive at least the same amount of attention and commitment as 

the remaining elements of the global drug policy.  

We have also learned that it is important to involve public health 

professionals and other partners such as local governments, schools, the 

private sector, and the community at large. For that reason, we have 

established an interdisciplinary forum in our country consisting of all the 

relevant ministries and public agencies, as well as other stakeholders, 

including the civil society and scientific community. Having a broad view 

from different angles, we are continuously analyzing the successes and 

challenges of our drug policy in order to address the drug problem even 

more effectively.  

Mr. Chair, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Let me use this opportunity to welcome the discussions in the margins of 

the Commission on Narcotic Drugs with a view of sharing best practices and 

learning from each other, including from the scientific community and civil 

society. In this context, we would like to recall the importance of the 

UNGASS Outcome Document. The structure and operational nature of this 

document gives us an opportunity to discuss all the complementary and 

mutually reinforcing dimensions of the drug situation we are all facing.  

Drug problem must be addressed from both supply and demand side 

simultaneously, but the commitment to the latter must be more visible 

than it is today. I believe that through our joint efforts and collaboration 

with different partners we can effectively tackle the existing and new 

challenges. 

Thank you Mr. Chair! 


