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Distinguished Chair, Co-Chairs, Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

It is an honour for me to stand before you at such an important moment in the lead up of the 

62nd CND session to address this Ministerial Segment on behalf of Romania, when our 

country holds for the first time the Presidency of the Council of the European Union.  

Today, we join our efforts to decide together upon the international drug policy: on what do 

we need to achieve together and how - for the next 10 years. Our aim is to improve activities 

related to the world drug situation and, in this respect the Romanian position fully aligns with 

the statement delivered by Commissioner Dimitris Avramopoulos on behalf of the European 

Union and its Member States. 

Given the context, I would like to congratulate all UN Member States for their remarkable 

efforts during these laborious negotiations. In these complex times the unwavering 

commitment of all UN Member States is fundamental to adequately address the world drug 

problem. It is not just a gain for multilateralism but for our nations that will benefit from the 

joint actions to be implemented in the next 10 years.  

I would like to underscore that a way forward in implementing efficient drug policies means 

obtaining tangible progress in addressing the world drug problem. A strengthened and 

streamlined Annual Report Questionnaire (ARQ) which reflects all the joint commitments 

made by the international community represents such a measure. Collecting relevant and 

reliable data will enable us within a few years to better assess the results and progresses of 

drug policies, and to provide evidence-based and effective response to the world drug 

phenomenon. An integrated, balanced and evidence-based approach based on the principle of 

common and shared responsibility has the potential to significantly improve the drugs policy 

worldwide.  

The UNODC World Drug Report 2018 recognised that both the range of drugs and drug 

markets are expanding and diversifying as never before, making it clear that the international 

community needs to step up its responses to cope with these challenges. The problems we are 

facing today are evolving very fast. We are confronted with a highly dynamic and complex 

set of challenges related to the drugs phenomenon of which we can mention the: New 

Psychoactive Substances, the misuse of Internet for illicit drug related activities, the Darknet, 

increased linkages between drug trafficking, money-laundering, corruption and other forms 

of organised crime. 

Therefore, we strongly support the concrete and broad implementation of the UNGASS 

Outcome Document in order to continue focusing our efforts and international cooperation on 

drug supply reduction, new challenges and threats – and, at the same time, to strengthen the 

prevention, public health related measures, development aspects and obviously, the human 

rights dimension of the world drug problem. We consider the UNGASS Outcome Document 

as the most comprehensive drugs policy document - a milestone - and a progressive step 

towards the improvement of the current situation on international drug policy. Its 

implementation should be accelerated and that’s why, today, we welcome the Ministerial 

Segment. Indeed, we need to multiply our actions and accelerate the implementation of our 

joint commitments. 



In our view, in order to substantially improve the current situation in global drugs policy, a 

number of cumulative factors need to be met:  

− continue to involve the civil society, academia and the scientific community in the 

deliberations on the international drugs policy; 

− enhance the cooperation between UNODC and the relevant UN entities, such as 

WHO, UNDP, UNAIDS, OHCHR and with INTERPOL and other regional organisations; 

− implement the UNGASS Outcome recommendations in line with the relevant goals of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The efforts to achieve the relevant drug-

related SDGs and to effectively address the world drug problem complement and reinforce 

each other; 

− provide and apply alternatives to coercive sanctions for drug using offenders, in order 

to prevent crime, reduce recidivism and enhance the effectiveness of the criminal justice 

system; 

− apply proportionate national sentencing policies for drug-related offences. We 

encourage all UN countries, to adopt drug policies that respect the rule of law, the principle 

of proportionality and human rights; 

− promote alternative development in order contribute to the reduction of illicit crops 

and to contribute to the achievement of the drugs-related Sustainable Development Goals, 

especially in the field of poverty reduction, food security, climate action, life on land and 

peace and justice; 

− drug policies should fully respect all human rights and fundamental freedoms and 

protect the health, safety and wellbeing of individuals, families, vulnerable groups of society, 

communities and society as a whole.  

In line with the EU position on this matter, Romania continues to defend the principle of 

proportionality of sanctions applied for drug-related offences and in respect to the use of the 

capital punishment. 

 

Distinguished audience, 

 

To conclude, I would like to underline that Romania welcomes this Ministerial Segment, as a 

good opportunity to send a strong political message, in order to advance our actions related to 

the improvement of the world drug situation, for the next decade. But also, to further 

contribute to the broader UN priorities of protecting human rights, promoting peace and 

security and advancing development.   

On behalf of Romania, let me therefore express a sincere hope that our joint efforts will lead 

to a more balanced and comprehensive drug policy. We need to protect more effectively the 

health, security and development of our people. 

 

Thank you! 


