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Chair’s One-Day Special Forum 

Speaking Notes for the Chair of the Commission on Narcotic 

Drugs at its sixty-fifth session, H.E. Mr. Ghislain D’Hoop 

10 October 2022, 10.30 AM 

Plenary Hall, M-Building, Vienna International Centre 

 

Opening Remarks 

 A very good morning to all who have joined us here at the Vienna 

International Centre and online. I am Ghislain D’Hoop of Belgium, Chair of the 

Commission on Narcotic Drugs at its 65th session. I am extremely happy to be 

holding today the CND Chair’s One-Day Special Forum on Availability and 

Access to Controlled Substances for Medical and Scientific Purposes. 

 

 Before we begin, may I first refer you to the screen for in-person and online 

participation guidelines. 

 

My initiative, as CND Chair, to scale up the implementation of the 

international drug policy commitments on improving availability and access to 

controlled substances for medical and scientific purposes, culminates in today’s 

forum, which dedicates a day to discussing and raising awareness for the global 

crisis of lack of access to controlled medicines.  

 

As we gather here today, billions of people around the world suffer 

unnecessarily. They suffer because they do not have access to essential medicines 

that contain controlled substances, including narcotic drugs and psychotropic 

substances. Through the three international drug control conventions, we, 

Member States, have made a commitment to ensure that controlled substances 

are available in adequate amounts for medical and scientific purposes – yet little 

has improved over the last decades. This global crisis cannot be solved by any 

one country alone. We need to work together to make sure that these 

commitments are translated to action. 
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International developments, including the COVID-19 pandemic, have 

exacerbated the lack of access to controlled medicines and created emergency 

situations in certain countries. That is why, as Chair of the 65th CND, and on the 

45th anniversary of the WHO List of Essential Medicines, I have initiated a global 

awareness raising initiative aimed at scaling up the implementation of the 

international drug policy commitments on improving availability and access to 

controlled substances for medical and scientific purposes.  

 

I kicked off the initiative on the opening day of the 65th regular session of 

the CND, with a Joint Call to Action in Vienna, together with the heads of the 

treaty-based organizations – the Executive Director of UNODC, Ms. Ghada 

WALY, the Director General of WHO, Dr. Tedros Adhanom GHEBREYESUS, 

and the President of INCB, Ms. Jagjit PAVADIA. The Joint Call was followed 

by events at the United Nations offices in New York and Geneva, culminating in 

today’s One-Day Special Forum in Vienna. 

 

We are here today to listen, to learn, and to discuss – with experts from 

different stakeholder groups, including Member States, the United Nations, 

academia, and civil society – how we, the international community, can jointly 

improve the situations of billions of people around the world who suffer. We are 

here today to have an open discussion so that no patient is left behind. I hope 

everyone present, in person and online, will actively engage in the two thematic 

sessions we have in store today. We will make sure to have room for questions to 

the experts and for the sharing of good practices from the floor which could help 

the international community advance this matter. 

 

Let us first hear a video message from the Executive Director of the 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, Ms. Ghada WALY. 

[…End of video message] 

 

We will now hear from the Assistant Director-General for Access to 

Medicines and Health Products of the World Health Organization, Dr. 

Mariangela SIMAO, who is connected online. 

[…End of remarks] 
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 Thank you very much, Dr. SIMAO. I will now give the floor to the 

President of the International Narcotics Control Board, Ms. Jagjit 

PAVADIA, who is also connected online. Mdm. President, you have the floor, 

please. 

[…End of remarks] 

 

 Thank you very much, Mdm. President. The treaty-based organizations, 

namely UNODC, WHO and INCB, play an important role in supporting Member 

States and the CND to live up to the drug policy commitments, including the 

commitment to ensure adequate availability and access to controlled substances 

for medical and scientific purposes. Once again, I thank the Executive Director 

of UNODC, Ms. WALY, Assistant Director-General of WHO, Dr. SIMAO, and 

President of INCB, Ms. PAVADIA, for supporting the Chair’s initiative and the 

One-Day Special Forum. Thank you very much, dear colleagues.  

 

We will now hear a video message from H.E. Mr. Frank 

VANDENBROUCKE, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Social 

Affairs and Public Health of Belgium. 

[…End of video message] 

  

As you have heard, improving availability and access to controlled 

medicines is a key priority for my home country, Belgium. I now have the honour 

to launch the e-learning tool developed by the Secretariat to the CND. Please 

sit back and watch the video prepared by the Secretariat to learn more about 

the tool.  

[…End of video]  

 

I am pleased to announce that the first module, which provides an 

introduction to the subject matter, can already be accessed through the website 

stated in the video, or alternatively through the main CND webpage. The 

remaining three modules will be launched at the reconvened session of the CND 

in December. I hope that you will use and spread the word about the e-learning 

tool, so more people can benefit from it!  
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Panel Session 1 

 We will now commence the first panel session on the theme “good 

practices in addressing barriers to access and availability of controlled 

substances for medical and scientific purposes in the supply chain, including 

during emergency situations”. Let me begin by introducing the expert panelists: 

• From Nigeria online, Ms. Unoma ASOMUGHA. Ms. ASOMUGHA is a 

Deputy Director in the Narcotics and Controlled Substances Directorate of 

Nigeria’s National Agency for Food and Drug Administration. She is a trained 

pharmacist and public health practitioner, experienced in developing and 

implementing policies and programmes relating to controlled medicines. She 

led Nigeria’s first national quantification exercise for controlled medicines in 

2017 and the development of the Controlled Medicines Regulations, which 

was gazetted in 2021. She is currently involved in developing Nigeria’s 

national policy for controlled medicines. 

• Representing UNODC in-person, Mr. Justice TETTEY. Mr. TETTEY is 

Chief of UNODC’s Drugs, Laboratory and Scientific Services Branch. He 

holds a doctorate in Pharmaceutical and Biomedical Analysis and is 

experienced in areas, including pharmaceutical analysis, quality control, and 

regulatory affairs. He leads the delivery of normative technical assistance and 

expert advisory services in areas, including laboratories and forensic science, 

as well as drug use prevention, treatment, rehabilitation and care.  

• Representing WHO online, Mr. Christophe RERAT. Since 2014, Mr. 

RERAT has been Technical Advisor for the Special Initiatives in Strategic 

Procurement under the WHO’s Medicines and Health Products Division, 

which provides country support for access to medicines and health products. 

He was previously Technical Advisor for the Pan American Health 

Organization (PAHO) in Latin American countries and Caribbean islands. He 

holds a doctorate in Pharmaceutical Sciences and co-authored the PAHO-

WHO Technical Report on “Access to high cost medicines in the Americas”. 

• Representing INCB online, Dr. Zukiswa ZINGELA. Dr. ZINGELA is the 

First Vice-President of the Board and was previously the Vice-Chair of the 

Board’s Standing Committee on Estimates. A national of South Africa, she 

holds a Master of Medicine in Psychiatry and is a fellow of the College of 

Psychiatrists of South Africa. Since 2015, she has been Head of Department 

of Psychiatry and Behavioural Sciences at the Walter Sisulu University and 

Nelson Mandela Academic Hospital, Eastern Cape Department of Health. 
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• Representing the University of Miami and Lancet Palliative Care 

Commission in person, Dr. Felicia KNAUL. Dr. KNAUL is Director of both 

the Institute for Advanced Study of the Americas and of Hemispheric and 

Global Affairs at the University of Miami. She is also a full professor at the 

Miller School of Medicine. She is Co-Chair of the Lancet Commission on 

Cancer and Health Systems and of the Lancet Commission on Gender-based 

Violence and Maltreatment of Young People. She previously chaired the 

Lancet Commission on Global Access to Palliative Care and Pain Relief. 

• Representing the Union for International Cancer Control online, Dr. Jim 

CLEARY. Dr. CLEARY is a Professor of Medicine and Senior Chair and 

Director of the Walther Center in Global Palliative Care and Supportive 

Oncology at the Indiana University School of Medicine and IU Simon 

Comprehensive Cancer Centre. An Australian-trained medical oncologist and 

palliative care physician, who has practiced in the United States for 25 years, 

he is globally recognized for his expertise in palliative care and cancer pain. 

 

A very warm welcome to our expert panelists. As you may know, 

controlled medicines may be unavailable, inaccessible or unaffordable for a 

variety of reasons, including legislative and regulatory barriers; lack of 

professional knowledge; cultural attitudes; and financial limitations. I would like 

to start by hearing from the panelists what they believe are the main barriers 

– or the main barrier – that needs to be addressed to improve availability 

and access to controlled substances for medical and scientific purposes, and 

good practices in improving availability and access that they have observed 

in their day-to-day work. It would be appreciated if you could briefly touch on 

your work in the field of availability and access as well.  

 

 [After all panelists have responded] Ensuring that controlled substances 

are available for medical and scientific purposes while avoiding their diversion 

involves a delicate balancing exercise. Looking at the statistics, we have not 

found that balance. Therefore, I would like to hear responses from our panelists 

to the following statement: “As long as controlled substances remain 

inaccessible, patients will continue to suffer. However, overprescribing can 

lead to diversion into illicit channels and abuse with negative consequences 

such as overdose and drug use disorder.”  
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[After all panelists have responded] The COVID-19 pandemic and other 

international developments have exacerbated the situation relating to availability 

and access. Countries struggle to meet the needs of patients, both those with 

COVID-19 and those who require internationally controlled medicines for other 

medical conditions. Controlled medicines, such as sedatives and analgesics, for 

intubation protocols are crucial for the treatment of patients with COVID-19. But 

what is often forgotten is that non-COVID patients continue to require controlled 

medicines for the management of pain and palliative care; surgical care and 

anesthesia; mental health and neurological conditions; and the treatment of drug 

use disorders. In relation to COVID-19 and other emergency situations that 

we continue to see around the world, how in your experience has this affected 

availability and access to controlled medicines? What do we need to do in 

future to be better prepared for pandemics and other emergency situations? 

 

 [After all panelists have responded] We have just had a very engaging hour 

hearing the panelists respond to questions from me. I’m sure many of you are 

eager to pose your own questions to them, as well as add to the discussion. I will 

now open the floor to the audience in person and online for questions and the 

sharing of good practices and strategies. In-person participants who wish to 

take the floor can raise their delegation plate, while those online can indicate so 

in the meeting chat.  

 

[After all interventions] I thank the audience for the incisive questions and 

the useful information shared. I am heartened by the level of engagement and 

interest shown. Delegations that would like to have their statement posted on 

the Commission’s website can send their statement to the Secretariat, 

expressly indicating that you consent to such posting. 

 

I would like to wrap up this session by asking the panelists a final question. 

What is the one thing that you would want us, the international community 

and Member States, to do to really improve availability and access?  
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[After all panelists have responded] We have heard from the experts, and 

it is time to unlock action on the commitment to ensure adequate availability and 

access to controlled substances for medical and scientific purposes. I would like 

to thank the panelists for their time and the knowledge they have imparted to us 

today. We have come to the end of the first session and will break for further 

exchanges over lunch. Please join us back here, in the Plenary Hall, for the 

second session at 3 PM.  
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Panel Session 2 

 Welcome back to the CND Chair’s One-Day Special Forum on 

Availability and Access to Controlled Substances for Medical and Scientific 

Purposes. We have another exciting panel session lined up for you on the theme 

“engaging patients, healthcare professionals, communities, and national and 

international policy makers – addressing a global crisis, including during 

emergency situations”. Without further ado, let me introduce the expert panelists: 

• From Belgium in person, Mr. Anselme Mubeneshayi KANANGA. Mr. 

KANANGA is an expert in palliative care. He works on the issue of access to 

opiates with the Ministry of Health in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

He is a consultant and responsible for the “access to opiates” project in the 

DRC, together with NGOs, the International Youth Association for 

Development and Palliafamilli. 

• From Slovenia in person, Dr. Andrej KASTELIC. Dr. KASTELIC is Head 

of the National Center for the Treatment of Drug Addiction at the University 

Psychiatric Clinic of the University of Ljubljana. He is an expert in developing 

addiction treatment programmes in communities and custodial settings, and 

has worked with the European Union, various United Nations entities, and 

intergovernmental organizations in this regard. He has been the President of 

the Global Addiction Association and has served as Secretary General of the 

European Opiate Addiction Treatment Association. 

• Representing UNODC in person, Ms. Giovanna CAMPELLO. Ms. 

CAMPELLO is Chief of UNODC’s Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation 

Section. With over 25 years’ experience in UNODC, she spearheads the 

promotion of evidence-based, gender- and human rights-sensitive practices in 

drug prevention, treatment, care and rehabilitation, as well as access to 

controlled medicines. 

• Representing INCB online, Mr. Cornelis de JONCHEERE. Mr. 

JONCHEERE has been a member of the Board since 2017, and was President 

of the Board from 2019-2020. He holds a doctorate in Pharmacy, and is 

currently serving as a consultant to the WHO on pharmaceutical policies; 

Chair of the Netherlands Antibiotics Development Platform; and Vice-Chair 

of the Expert Advisory Group of the Medicines Patent Pool in Geneva. As 

Director of the WHO’s Department of Essential Medicines and Health 

Products from 2012-2016, he worked on access to controlled medicines. 
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• Representing the International Association for Hospice & Palliative Care 

online, Dr. Lukas RADBRUCH. Dr. RADBRUCH is Chair of the Board of 

Directors of IAHPC. He has been Chair of Palliative Medicine at the 

University of Bonn since 2010. He is also Director of the Department of 

Palliative Medicine at the University Hospital Bonn and Director of the 

Palliative Care Centre at the Malteser Hospital Bonn/Rhein-Sieg. He has been 

President of the German Association for Palliative Medicine since 2014. 

• Representing Médecins Sans Frontières, also known as the Doctors 

Without Borders, online, Dr. Tammam ALOUDAT. Dr. ALOUDAT is a 

Syrian physician and humanitarian worker with 20 years’ experience. He was 

elected President of the MSF-Netherlands Board in June 2022. He is active in 

health equity and reform in humanitarianism and global health, and was 

previously the Deputy Executive Director for the MSF Access Campaign. He 

is a prolific writer and lecturer and has published various pieces on 

humanitarianism and humanitarian aid. 

 

A very warm welcome to our expert panelists. To kick off our discussions 

this afternoon, I would like to hear from the panelists why they think it is 

important to engage stakeholders in order to improve availability and access 

to controlled medicines, and good practices they can share in engaging 

stakeholders. It would be appreciated if you briefly touch on your work in the 

field of availability and access as well.  

 

 [After all panelists have responded] Let us now discuss opioids. Opioids 

are a mainstay in medical treatment, including of cancer-related pain and end-of-

life symptoms. While opioids are controlled under the international drug control 

conventions, we are witnessing, in different parts of the world, sharp increases in 

overdoses related to the non-medical use of opioids. Families and communities 

are being destroyed, and people are dying. I would like to know from the 

panelists how these images affect the national responses they see 

implemented. How has concern about non-medical opioid use affected 

healthcare providers? And, what can the international community do to 

avoid creating additional barriers, restrictions, and hurdles in ensuring that 

a patient, for example with cancer or cancer-related pain, is able to obtain 

adequate pain treatment? 
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[After all panelists have responded] The COVID-19 pandemic and other 

emergency situations have exacerbated the situation relating to availability 

and access to controlled medicines. How, in your experience, have those 

developments influenced availability and access for different stakeholders? 

Did we see, for example with COVID-19, any innovative approaches that 

could, in future, improve the overall availability and access to controlled 

medicines? 

 

 [After all panelists have responded] We have just had an hour of thought-

provoking exchange with our panelists. I’m sure many of you have questions for 

them and wish to add to the discussion. I will now open the floor to the audience 

in person and online for questions and the sharing of good practices and 

strategies. In-person participants who wish to take the floor can raise their 

delegation plate, while those online can indicate so in the meeting chat.  

 

[After all interventions] I thank the audience for the stimulating questions 

and the useful information shared. I am proud that we have maintained a high 

level of engagement and interest throughout the forum. Delegations that would 

like to have their statement posted on the Commission’s website can send 

their statement to the Secretariat, expressly indicating that you consent to 

such posting. 

 

I would like to wrap up this session by asking the panelists a final question. 

What is the one thing that you would want us, the international community 

and Member States, to do to really improve availability and access?  

 

 [After all panelists have responded] Thank you very much to our panelists. 

We have concluded the second panel discussion, and I will now invite the 

Director of the Division for Treaty Affairs of UNODC, Mr. John 

BRANDOLINO, to deliver closing remarks. Mr. BRANDOLINO, the floor is 

yours. 

[…End of remarks] 
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 Thank you, Mr. BRANDOLINO, for your kind words. I echo your view 

that we need to keep the subject of availability and access high on the 

international agenda, to ensure it receives attention. We have spent a day 

discussing the subject with an array of distinguished experts. For all of us who 

have been following the discussions, the message is clear – the lack of access to 

controlled medicines is a major global crisis, which has been exacerbated by 

the persistence of the COVID-19 pandemic and other international developments. 

But there is hope. Panelists and audience members have shared a range of 

implementable good practices and strategies in various areas to improve the 

situation, including, among others, stakeholder engagement; legislative and 

regulatory reform; professional education; and preparing for emergency 

situations. In line with the principle of common and shared responsibility, I 

urge all Member States and stakeholders in the international community to join 

forces in finding joint solutions to overcome this crisis. Otherwise, patients will 

continue to suffer and be left behind.  

 

I would like, once again, to thank: 

• the Executive Director of UNODC, Ms. Ghada WALY; 

• the Assistant Director-General for Access to Medicines and Health Products 

of WHO, Dr. Mariangela SIMAO; 

• the President of INCB, Ms. Jagjit PAVADIA; and 

• the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Social Affairs and Public Health 

of Belgium, H.E. Mr. Frank VANDENBROUCKE, 

for joining me in opening today’s One-Day Special Forum. 

 

I would also like to thank all the expert panelists:  

• Mr. Anselme Mubeneshayi KANANGA from Belgium; 

• Ms. Unoma ASOMUGHA from Nigeria; 

• Dr. Andrej KASTELIC from Slovenia; 

• Mr. Justice TETTEY representing UNODC; 

• Ms. Giovanna CAMPELLO representing UNODC; 

• Mr. Christophe RERAT representing WHO;  

• Dr. Zukiswa ZINGELA representing INCB; 

• Mr. Cornelis de JONCHEERE representing INCB; 

• Dr. Lukas RADBRUCH representing IAHPC; 
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• Dr. Felicia KNAUL representing the University of Miami and Lancet 

Palliative Care Commission; 

• Dr. Tammam ALOUDAT representing MSF; and 

• Dr. Jim CLEARY representing UICC. 

 

Thanks also to all of you who have joined us here in person and online for 

the CND Chair’s One-Day Special Forum. Thank you very much for caring. Let 

us strive to ensure that no patient, or person, is left behind! 


