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Commission on Narcotic Drugs at its 57th session 

 

Outcome of the Special Event of the 57
th

 Commission on Narcotic Drugs: 

Launch of the World Drug Report 2014  

23 June 2014, 2 – 4 p.m. 

Boardroom C, C-Building, 4
th

 Floor  

 

1. The Chairperson of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs at its 57
th

 session, H.E. 

Ambassador Khaled Shamaa, welcomed participants to the Special Event of the 

Commission on Narcotic Drugs at its 57
th

 session. During this event, held on the United 

Nations International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking, the 2014 World Drug 

Report was launched.  

 

2. The Chairperson referred to resolution 57/5, “Special session of the General 

Assembly on the world drug problem to be held in 2016”, adopted in March 2014, which, 

inter alia, recognizes the leading role of the CND in preparations for the special session and 

requests the UNODC, as the leading entity in the United Nations system for countering the 

world drug problem, to provide substantive expertise and technical support to the 

preparatory process. The Chair further indicated that the World Drug Report provided an 

annual overview of the major developments in drug markets for the various drug categories, 

ranging from production to trafficking, including development of new routes and 

modalities, as well as consumption and could thus serve as a key information source for 

Member States in their preparations for the 2016 Special Session. 

 

3. The Executive Director of UNODC stressed that illicit drug trafficking and related 

crimes undermine stability and the protection of human rights and underlined that drug use 

disorders are preventable and treatable. He informed the meeting of the presidential 

statement (S/PRST/2014/12) issued by the Security Council on 25 June 2014 that 

recognized the threat to the international community posed by the production, trafficking 

and consumption of illicit drugs originating from Afghanistan, and the role of UNODC in 

countering it. The Executive Director highlighted major trends and challenges as well as 

positive developments achieved and stressed that sustained success against illicit drugs 

required a balanced, cooperative and integrated approach founded in the international 

conventions. He further recalled that such approach required scientific foundation and 

included comprehensive measures focused on prevention, treatment, rehabilitation and 

social protection. The Executive Director emphasized that the UNODC is bridging the gap 

between science and practice by fostering a dialogue between policy makers and the 

scientific community. He recalled the high-level review of Member States’ implementation 

of the 2009 Political Declaration and Plan of Action on the world drug problem and stressed 

that the Joint Ministerial Statement adopted by the CND at the 57
th

 session provided a joint 

understanding on the roadmap towards the 2016 Special session.  

 

4. The World Drug Report was introduced by the Director of the Division for Policy 

Analysis and Public Affairs of UNODC, Mr. Jean-Luc Lemahieu, and presented by the 

Chief of the Research and Trend Analysis Branch of UNODC, Ms. Angela Me, who draw 

the attention of the audience to the recent statistics and trends with respect to opiates, 

cocaine, cannabis and amphetamines, and the control of precursor chemicals used in the 

manufacture of illicit drugs. 
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5. Statements were made by Mr. Indra Rosandry from the Permanent Mission of 

Indonesia, on behalf of H.E. Ambassador Aliyar Lebbe Abdul Azeez, Permanent 

Representative of Sri Lanka on behalf of the G-77 group and China and by  H.E. Mr. 

Wilson Pástor, Permanent Representative of Ecuador, on behalf of the GRULAC countries. 

Both groups expressed appreciation for the fact that the World Drug Report was launched in 

Vienna, in the context of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, being the United Nations 

body with the principle responsibility for addressing the world drug problem. It was further 

reiterated that the world drug problem remained a common and shared responsibility which 

was to be addressed in a multilateral setting through effective and increased international 

and regional cooperation. 
 

6. The delegations of China, Afghanistan, Peru, the United Kingdom, France and the 

Russian Federation took the floor during the interactive discussion. Salient points raised by 

speakers included the following: 
 

- UNODC work in preparing the World Drug Report was commended; appreciation was 

expressed for the focus in this year’s report on the control of precursor chemicals used in 

the manufacture of illicit drugs and the Office encouraged to continue to include data r on 

this in future reports; the inclusion of data on internet sales was also welcomed as was the 

enhanced cooperation with other UN entities in the preparation of the report ; The wish was 

expressed that future reports would focus also on gender issues as related to drug use and 

abuse;  

 

- It was emphasized that the World Drug Report should reflect the principle of shared 

responsibility among countries and should reflect  comments provided by national 

authorities;  
 

- Delegations reiterated their commitment and cooperation on countering the world drug 

problem, particularly also in the context of preparations for the Special session of the 

General Assembly to be held in 2016.  

 

7. The Chairperson invited Mr. Michel Perron, the Chairman of the Vienna NGO 

Committee on Drugs, to take the floor. Mr. Perron mentioned the relevance of the World 

Drug Report in the context of preparations for the 2016 Special session and stressed the 

need for evidence-based demand reduction and treatment. He welcomed joint data estimates 

of the UNODC and UNAIDS, the World Bank and WHO used in the preparation of the 

World Drug Report. Mr. Perron thanked the Chairperson for the opportunities to contribute 

and underlined the commitment of the Vienna NGO Committee on Drugs to continue to 

bring meaningful input on the road towards the 2016 Special session.   
 

8. In his concluding remarks, the Chairperson underlined that the data provided in the 

World Drug Report, including on the use of drugs by very young people (some of the 

figures were referring to drug use among population “aged 12 and older”)  was a strong call 

upon the Commission to address the world drug problem in the time ahead. He reminded 

delegations of the upcoming activities, organized in follow-up to the CND inter-sessional 

meeting of 10 June  (visits to the UNODC laboratory and a series of informal lunch-time 

discussions, of which the  first one would be devoted to “demand reduction and related 

measures”) and encouraged all delegations to actively participate in these activities and to 

promote the use of the UNGASS website (www.ungass2016.org).  

 
  

*** 

http://www.ungass2016.org/

