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Sweden fully aligns itself with the contribution from the European Union to the UNGASS process. 

Nevertheless Sweden would like to stress some points of importance in addition to the contribution 
by the European Union.  
Sweden welcomes the progress made in the negotiations on the outcome document. I am convinced 
that we will reach a successful result. Before the Special Session of the General Assembly on 

narcotic drugs in 1998 CND also served as the preparatory body. CND succeed to agree on an 
outcome document which then was accepted by the General Assembly. I hope that this will be the 
case also this year.  
We will have very limited time to negotiate in New York and our colleagues there will be occupied 

with a number of other meetings. It will be a super week of the General Assembly.  
 
Mr. Chairman,  
One of the questions that will be discussed in UN parallel with our discussion in UNGASS will be 

the implementation of the new development goals. The Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development 
recognises social, economic and environmental dimensions of sustainability to ensure leaving no 
one behind. The Sustainable Development Goal (3.5) on Strengthening prevention and treatment of 
narcotic drug abuse will further increase international efforts in a concerted way. A holistic 

approach is required including sustainable livelihoods programmes to effectively address illicit drug 
crop cultivation.  
 
The work ahead need to have a human rights based approach. Everyone has the right to the 

enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health. This includes the right 
not to be exposed to drugs, the right to treatment for abuse and the right to access essential 
medicines anywhere in the world. We support the Human Rights Council’s efforts to become more 
involved in this area. We must highlight article 33 in the Convention on the Rights of the Child 

which states that governments should use all means possible to protect children from the use of 
harmful drugs and being used in the drug trade.  
 
A gender equality perspective must be integrated in all relevant aspects of demand and supply 

reduction. It must not be treated as an isolated issue or a separate track. Gender equality issues 
have to be driven at the highest possible level in any organisation when implementing the Political 
Declaration so that women’s and men’s specific needs and conditions permeate all relevant 
activities and actions. Gender equality is for inclusive and sustainable economic development. 

Investing in women and girls reduces intergenerational poverty.  
 
We note that global efforts to reduce demand are insufficient. This pillar needs to be strengthened 
to improve the balance, proportionality and credibility in human rights based drug policy.  

The protection of health is the core basis for the UN Drug Control Conventions. Demand reduction 
is one of the pillars in the Political Declaration. Health is a state of complete physical, mental and 
social well-being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity. The Sustainable Development 
Goals (Goal 3.5) have a clear ambition to strengthen the prevention and treatment of substance 

abuse.  
 
Strengthen the cooperation between WHO and UNODC in the field of drug prevention is needed 
and tools to support countries in their preventive efforts, including indicative, selective and 

universal prevention, must be developed. Drug prevention is an area of key importance. Much has 



 

 

happened to scale up work and base it on solid evidence base and on experience. Prevention needs 
to be coordinated, strategic, long-term and integrated in drug policies to be effective. UNODC has 
developed International Standards on Drug Use Prevention. WHO has extensive experiences in 

preventative work related to substance abuse.  
 
The UN system must be mobilised and more agencies must integrate the work against drugs in their 
regular activities. Measures against drugs must be part of the country programmes. The role of the 

Funds and Programmes and other multilateral actors including the World Bank and the Regional 
Banks should be clarified by UNGASS.  
 
We don’t want to change the Conventions. We have the Plan of Action from 1998, 2009 and now 

we also have 2016. Now we have to fully focus on implementation and put pressure, motivate and 
support each other in the implementation.  


