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63rd - CND 2020 – Vienna, AUSTRIA 

Opening statement by Mr C.BHOJOO, Deputy Commissioner of Police, 

Head of Anti Drug and Smuggling Unit of the Mauritius Police, Republic 

of Mauritius. 

 

Chair of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs  

Distinguished Delegates, 

Ladies and Gentleman, 

 

It is an honour to address this august  assembly on behalf of the 

Government of the Republic of Mauritius during this 63rd Session of the 

Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND).  

 

You will all agree that today, as ever before, the threats and challenges 

posed by the drug scourge worldwide require more concerted and 

coordinated measures, decisions and actions through international platforms 

such as the CND. The World Drug Report 2019 indicates increases in 

production and supply of drugs such as Cannabis, heroin, cocaine and 

synthetic drugs across the globe. On the other hand, there have been some 

record seizures on land, at Ports and in the high seas particularly Cannabis, 
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Heroin and Cocaine in kgs and at times in tons, on practically all continents. 

This is indicative of the effectiveness of the Law Enforcement to lay hands on 

important drug networks. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

The situation concerning drug abuse also requires the same attention 

and particularly human-centered approach where the consumer should be 

considered more of a victim than an offender.  Figures indicate that more and 

more people are consuming a wide range of drugs and this toll is impacting on 

societies, to the detriment of healthy population so important for social and 

economic advancements. 

More importantly, one cannot forget to highlight the unprecedented 

proliferation of synthetic substances in this drug landscape. Over the years, 

through the UNODC Early Warning Advisory System, some 825 drugs have 

been identified. Their relatively easy availability and accessibility is 

entrapping youngsters and jeopardizing their future. Worse, synthetic drugs 

have  already found their way in the educational sector. It is therefore 

paramount that the world community reflects much more on this thorny issue 

and advocates stronger and tougher solutions that can effectively counter  the 

potentially grave consequences looming over the proliferation of synthetic 

drugs.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Let me now come to the drug situation  in  my own country. 

Mauritius is no exception with regard to the prevalence of drugs such as 

Cannabis, Heroin and Synthetic Cannabinoids   which are  the three main 

drugs of concern. The entry of drugs into Mauritius is facilitated by active 

maritime and air routes constituted mainly of passenger and goods traffic. 

Most drugs find their way from Island states of the Indian Ocean or the African 

Continent, save synthetic substances which originate from Asia. 

 

For the past three years or so, Mauritius has witnessed an 

unprecedented proliferation of Synthetic Cannabinoid, targeting mostly the 

youth. Furthermore, the education sector  has also been affected with this 

drug.  This grave situation is of great concern  to all segments of society.  

 

 I am glad to say that the Government of Mauritius  has been proactive in 

addressing the drug issue holistically. During the Ministerial Committee held 

in the context of the 62nd CND Session in this very venue in March last year, 

Hon Pravind Kumar Jugnauth, Prime Minister of Mauritius delivered a strong 

speech advocating a balanced and human-centered approach to fight drugs.  
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 Since 2014, besides the report of the Commission of Inquiry on drug 

trafficking published in September 2018, government has set up a High Level 

Drugs and HIV Council chaired by the Honorable Prime Minister and 

constituted of the Ministers, High Officials both from private and public 

sectors. 

 

  The National Drugs Secretariat  has been set up as an Apex body 

functions under the High level Drugs and HIV Council. It is responsible for the 

implementation of the National Drug control Masterplan which was launched 

in September 2019. This Document bears the expert imprint of the UNODC 

Office of Eastern Africa, based in Nairobi, Kenya, for  which we are very 

thankful and grateful.  

 

The National Drug Control Masterplan hinges on  four main  strategic 

pillars and advocates a balanced, integrated and comprehensive approach to 

the drug issue consistent with international norms and practices.  
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Striking the right  balance between supply reduction measures on one 

side, and demand reduction solutions (including harm reduction) on the other 

is the policy adopted by Mauritius.  

On this score, together with Law Enforcement Action, a range of 

demand/harm reduction measures have been put in place. These are the 

Methadone Substitution Therapy and the Needle Exchange Programme, the 

Methadone Drop In Centre, the Suboxone Programme and the creation of Drug 

Addiction Units in Public Hospitals. Furthermore, with UNODC Support, the 

“Get Connected” Programme adapted from the European Drug Use Prevention 

Programme “Unplugged” has been launched for 12 to 16 years old students.  

 

The Government of Mauritius is very appreciative of the role of 

International institutions such as UNODC, INCB and other expert bodies in 

providing expertise, support and assistance to member countries in their 

campaigns against drugs. A particular word of thanks to the UNODC for its 

invaluable assistance in the organization of the 29th HONLEA Conference in 

September 2019 in Mauritius. 
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We also recognize the support of  and are thankful to Drug Enforcement 

Agencies such as the DEA (USA), NCA(UK) and RCMP(Canada), NCB(India) 

mainly in International Cooperation, and capacity building. 

 

To conclude we can all look forward to  meaningful debates, discussions 

and outcomes during this 63rd  session of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs 

here, in Vienna, particularly  with the expected recommendations, regarding 

the issue of Cannabis which will certainly impact and influence drug policies 

and legislations of  national jurisdictions.  

 

With these words, ladies and gentlemen, I  thank you for your 

attention. 
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