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Presentation will focus on the following topics: 

•             Drug trafficking does not happen in a vacuum but is linked to many forms of organized 

crime. 

•             In many cases, drug cartels and organized drug trafficking networks rely on firearms 

to perpetuate power, fight rivals and to enforce their supply chains at gunpoint. But often the 

civilian population bears the highest costs of insecurity caused by the availability of illicit 

firearms.  

•             To address the linkages between drug trafficking and other forms of organized crime, 

integrated criminal justice responses are vital. A good example for these operations includes 

the joint UNODC-INTERPOL operation TRIGGER VI in South America aimed at 

strengthening the criminal justice chain to prevent and counter illicit firearms trafficking and 

related crimes, especially their links to drug trafficking, from detection to prosecution and 

adjudication. In the operation almost 4,000 suspects across all 13 South American countries 

were arrested and some 200,000 illicit firearms, parts, components, ammunition and explosives 

were recovered. Among the arrested were individuals subject of INTERPOL Red Notices for 

serious drug crime. 27 cocaine labs were destructed, and 21 tonnes of cocaine, marijuana and 

precursor chemicals were seized. 

•             Through the Global Firearms Programme, UNODC supports Member States to 

effectively address illicit firearms as a critical link in anti-drug trafficking responses, including 

in countering illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, their parts and components 

and ammunition and related crimes. 

 

 


