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• The Amazon is the region most affected by deforestation
since it concentrates 62% of the country's deforestation
(Ideam and SMBYC, 2020).

• Illicit crops and the consolidation of coca production
centers have resulted in the loss of natural resources and
impacted protected areas.

• In specific areas of the country, deforestation has been
facilitated by the presence of organized crime networks that
are related to illicit economies and activities leading to the
destruction of forests and natural resources.

Background



Deforestation rates – Colombia 2019- 2020

64%

Deforestation rates have increased in the last two years, according to oficial data. 

Deforestation is concentrated in the Amazon Region of Colombia. The most 

affected municipalities are located in the departments of Meta (municipality of La 

Macarena), Caquetá (municipality of San Vicente del Caguán) and Guaviare 

(municipality of San José del Guaviare). 
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Official information 

underlines that the 

relationship between 

illicit crops and 

deforestation is not 

direct and unique. In the 

Amazon Region of 

Colombia, only 11% of 

the territory shows a 

coincidence of both 

phenomena: 

deforestation and illicit 

crops. 30% of the illicit 

crops and 11% of the 

deforested areas are 

present in those areas.  

That relationship 

translates into 

approximately 8,000 ha 

deforested out of the 

71,000 that IDEAM 

reported in 2019 for 

that area.

Deforestation and illicit crops in the Amazonian Region, 2019
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Cross-cutting issue: Land grabbing.
Causes and Drivers tend to change over time and there is not a unique cause or direct driver of deforestation. 

The damage to natural resources, including forest, covers a wide range of legal and illicit dynamics. 

Dynamics related to deforestation in Colombia



Technical cooperation to effectively address deforestation:





• Need to strengthen local capacities.

• Capacity building is critical for effective policy 
implementation.

• Poverty leads to an unsustainable use of resources.

• Combating wildlife and forest crime has not usually 
been seen as a priority when addressing organized 
crime.

• Detection, investigation and prosecution of associated 
illicit financial flows is essential

• Limits of public resources for environmental control and 
prosecution. 
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Enforcement challenges to face deforestation


