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Issue I 

Airport Communication Project 

Recommendation 1 

 

Any action taken  YES  NO 

 
Comments: 

 
 

Recommendation 2 

 

Any action taken  YES  NO 

 
Comments: 

  

Governments are encouraged to continue their financial and technical support to the Airport Communication 
Project (AIRCOP) of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) so as to support the 
establishment of new operational joint airport interdiction task force units and the ongoing professional 

development of established operations. 

Again in 2016,  Italy actively took part in the implementation of the Programme, carrying out courses provided 
by specialised staff from the Guardia di Finanza in Gambia, at Banjul Yudum Airport from February 6 to 16, and  
in Ethiopia from March 7 to 18, from April 25 to May 6 and from June 13 to 24. These training activities were 
first undertaken in Ghana in 2013 and are still  continuing at many levels in Cape Verde, Senegal, Mali, Gambia, 

Nigeria and Kenya. 

Where they have not already done so, airport-based law enforcement agencies should be encouraged to open a 
dialogue with the joint airport interdiction task force units, formed under the AIRCOP initiative, to commence 
information sharing and to build professional networks that will in turn support more effective operational 

responses against trafficking. 

In the wake of well-established relations between DCSA and UNODC, training and mentoring activities will be 
developed in 2017, too. There will be the involvement of other countries affected by the drug transit 
phenomenon. At present, additional training missions are being authorized in favour of requesting Countries 

which have directly asked for our courses.  
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Recommendation 3 

 

Any action taken  YES  NO 

 
Comments: 

 
 
 
  

Governments are encouraged to support initiatives that facilitate close operational cooperation in the sharing of 
information between authorities (such as advanced passenger information, passenger name records, and 
advanced cargo information), in accordance with applicable privacy requirements, to enable effective and timely 

risk assessment of passengers and airfreight. 

As an integral part of the AIRCOP project, DCSA organized and carried out courses “on the spot” through its 
specialised personnel from the Guardia di Finanza, or at its Headquarters (in 2015), aimed at improving the 
methods of:  
- Analysis of airport data; 
- identification of suspect cargo/passengers/luggage; 
- drug concealment,  detection and identification; 

- prior investigations and interrelated investigations.  
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Issue II 

Container Control Programme 

Recommendation 4 

 

Any action taken  YES  NO 

 
Comments: 

 
 
 

Recommendation 5 

 

Any action taken  YES  NO 

 
Comments: 

 
 
 
 
 

Governments should encourage their drug law enforcement authorities to work more closely with drug source 
countries and transit States through capacity-building programmes such as the UNODC/World Customs 

Organization (WCO) Container Control Programme. 

In 2106, the Italian law enforcement authorities, supported and coordinated by the Direzione Centrale per i 
Servizi Antidroga (Central Directorate for Antidrug Services), made 17 seizures of cocaine, inside sea containers 
(11 at the Port of Gioia Tauro, 5 at the Port of Livorno and 1 at the  Port of Savona) for an overall quantity of 
1659 kg of cocaine. As to 10 of these operations, the result was achieved thanks to the direct cooperation with 
the corresponding authorities of the source Countries where the shipment originated. In other cases, these joint 
efforts led to in-depth  investigations which were shared with the foreign counterparts. Likewise, important 
operational results were achieved abroad following investigations started in Italy and then shared through the 

international channels. 

Governments should be encouraged to assist other countries in investigating drug seizures made in containerized 
freight destined for Europe, so as to secure the conviction of those who organize those shipments and the 

dismantlement of the organized crime networks that profit from their operation. 

12 out of the 17 seizures mentioned at Recommendation 4 were achieved in the framework of ongoing 

investigations into complex and vast organized drug trafficking crime networks. 
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Recommendation 6 

 

Any action taken  YES  NO 

 
Comments: 

 
  

Governments should be encouraged to support source countries by making law enforcement experts and relevant 
technical equipment available to them to improve the technical skills and professional knowledge of their border 
law enforcement agencies in assessing the threat from organized criminal groups involved in illicit drug 

trafficking through their territories and designing measures to counter them. 

Since early nineties, the Direzione Centrale per i Servizi Antidroga has been employing its Law Enforcement 
Attachés stationed at diplomatic missions and embassies in the 20 foreign countries which are most affected by 
illicit drug production, trade and transit. DCSA’s aim is to monitor the different scenarios where drug trafficking 
originates and grows in a continuous and constant way, through an effective cooperation with the competent 
foreign bodies, in order to facilitate the rapid solutions of judicial and police matters. The present Law 
Enforcement Offices are located in: the Americas (Ottawa, Santo Domingo, Mexico City, Bogota, Caracas, La 
Paz, Brasilia and Buenos Aires), Africa (Rabat, Dakar and Accra), Asia (Istanbul, Beijing, Tashkent, Kabul and 
Tehran) and Europe (Madrid, Barcelona, Skopje and, since 2017, Vienna). In Lisbon, a Liaison Officer having 

operational tasks is based at the Maritime Analysis and Operations Centre Narcotics MAOC-N.  
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Issue III 

 
Handling synthetic drug production and responding to changing trends in drug 
use, new psychoactive substances and precursors 

Recommendation 7 

 

Any action taken  YES  NO 

 
Comments: 

 

Recommendation 8 

 

Any action taken  YES  NO 

 
Comments: 

 
  

Governments are encouraged to urgently address the necessary control measures regarding the status of new 
psychoactive substances, which are sometimes marketed as “legal highs”, so as to remove ambiguity in the 

minds of consumers. 

Specialized staff of the DCSA “Precursors and NPS” Section are actively involved in the UNODC platform of 
operational exchanges on NPS “International Operations on NPS – Incident Communication System (IONICS)”. 
Moreover, the International Relations Section participates in the “Action Group on NPS”, an international 
initiative launched in the framework of the G7-Group Roma/Lyon, whose aim is the international coordination 

of the cross-cutting activities to combat-analyse-evaluate the risks connected to the phenomenon of NPS.  

Governments are encouraged to urgently undertake research regarding the harmful effects of new psychoactive 
substances on human health, and to take steps to improve the knowledge of their law enforcement authorities 
about the manufacture and supply of such substances, including the involvement of organized criminal groups in 

their trafficking and distribution. 

Specialized staff of the DCSA “Precursors and NPS” Section are actively involved in the UNODC platform of 
operational exchanges on NPS “International Operations on NPS – Incident Communication System (IONICS)”. 
Moreover, the International Relations Section participates in the “Action Group on NPS”, an international 
initiative launched in the framework of the G7-Group Roma/Lyon, whose aim is the international coordination 

of the cross-cutting activities to combat-analyse-evaluate the risks connected to the phenomenon of NPS.  
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Recommendation 9 

 

Any action taken  YES  NO 

 
Comments: 

  

Given the important role the Internet plays in promoting the sale of new psychoactive substances, and given the 
use made of international postal and courier services to deliver them, Governments are encouraged to support 
their law enforcement agencies in establishing close partnerships with the services concerned to develop new and 
effective strategies to intercept such substances, including by encouraging the development and use of relevant 

technical equipment. 

In 2012, the Direzione Centrale per i Servizi Antidroga established a new Section with the clear aim of 
monitoring the drug trafficking over the Internet. In 2015, this Section was charged of coordinating, giving 
impulse and investigative support in this specific sector, also becoming the central national reference unit for 
international cooperation. This section, composed of specialised staff, is progressively consolidating its 
operational and technical capacity, also providing its know-how during the training activities, at various levels.  
A legislative proposal aimed at giving the DCSA drug@online Section specific investigative capacities  is 

currently being evaluated by the Parliament. 
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Issue IV 

Measures to counter money-laundering and illicit financial flows 

Recommendation 10 

 

Any action taken  YES  NO 

 
Comments: 

 
 
 
Recommendation 11 
 

 

Any action taken  YES  NO 

 
Comments: 

 
 
 
 

Governments should encourage their drug law enforcement agencies to share information with their national 

financial intelligence units at the early stages of investigations. 

In Italy, the Guardia di Finanza, is the Agency specialised in financial investigations. They also participate in the 
antidrug activities coordinated by DCSA with the other Law Enforcement Agencies.  DCSA ensures the proper 

coordination and information exchange on drug investigation, including money laundering. 

Governments are encouraged to establish inter-agency joint investigation teams to investigate the laundering of 
proceeds of drug trafficking. 

The above-mentioned cooperation (recommendation 10) as well as recent investigative developments on the 
international scenario led to the identification of a money laundering system called “Shielding”. It utilizes 
foreign banking companies which make a fictitious use of innumerable  financial brokerage firms so to create 
flows hiding the origin of money.  Besides the traditional investigative methods, Italy developed the software 
called “Molecola” (Molecule):  it gathers and channels all data on the subjects of interest to a single file 
containing  profits, bank and financial reports, ties with companies, as well as  even potential links with any 
criminal network.  
Recent operations led to the arrest of numerous subjects involved in international money laundering activities, in 

particular money derived from illicit drug trafficking.  
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Recommendation 12 

 

Any action taken  YES  NO 

 
Comments: 

 

Governments are encouraged to support UNODC in the implementation of capacity-building to combat money-

laundering and illicit financial flows stemming from drug trafficking. 

Within the above-mentioned context of collaboration, the Italian law enforcement agencies have ensured ad hoc 
exchange of expertise and training efforts to combat money laundering and illicit financial flows stemming from 

drug trafficking to various international partners. 


